OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Monday 14th June 2010
Present:

Clerk:


Mr Treloar


Chairman:

Mr Smith

Councillors:  Mr R Ling, Mr Childs, Mrs Vaughan & District & County Councillor Mr Bellfield.
1. Apologies - 
Mr Jay, Mr Cant, Mr Moss, Mr A Ling, Mrs Lincoln & PC Gilmore, Woodbridge & District SNT.
2. Minutes of meeting held on 19th April 2010 - Approved and signed.

3. Matters arising- Any other business – SuffolkACRE have advised they received 96 Affordable Housing Returns and initial reaction is that only 10 people expressed an interest. We await their full report. The matter of the trees shielding Hubbard’s site has been taken up with the landlords and their response is awaited.
4. Finance -



Community Account

 £    186.64



Instant Saver Account
              £ 8,508.25
The first tranche of the Precept (£2,000) has been received.

The following payments were requested:- 
Heelis & Lodge – Internal audit fee £55.







Clerk - £13.10 – Printer cartridge.







Clerk £250.20 - ¼’s salary to March 2010.



All payments proposed by Mrs Vaughan and 2nd by Mr Ling.

The internal audit has been completed and the accounts have now been sent to BDO Stoy Hayward for Audit. The audit date is 25th June and the statutory notices have been displayed. The internal audit commented that our internal review of control processes which is undertaken each year, should be minuted along with an annual review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.

5. Planning Applications -  

Applications – 

· Land to rear of Countryside – Gibraltar Road – Retention of garage.

· Burcoyte – Church Road – Erection of detached chalet bungalow.

· Hall Farm Cottage – Chapel Road – Solar panels.

Approvals – 
· Hescroft – Church Road – Velux windows.

· Spring Gate Cottage – Helmingham Road – Agricultural to residential curtilage.

· 7 Newlands – New vehicle access.

· 3 Little Meadow Drive – LDC infill roof.

· 11 Spring Park – Single storey extension and alterations.

Withdrawn – 

· 3 Newlands – Air sourced heat pump.
Suffolk Coastal has advised that Moat Farmhouse in Clopton Road has now been de-listed.

An anonymous letter addressed to Suffolk Coastal Planning Department, has been copied to the Parish Council complaining of breaches of planning legislation at Blue Barn Farm. This is an issue that has been raised with the enforcement team in the past and we await SCDC’s comments. In addition SCDC plan to take no further action in respect of Hall Farm in as much as the business there has been conducted for over ten years.
6. Highways - Mr R Ling advised that the hedge outside Pear Tree Farm in Gibraltar Road had still not been trimmed. The Clerk is to chase SCC Highways. Complaints have been received from residents of Ipswich Road about Soames Coaches using Ipswich Road and Thompsons Lane. This is a recognised bus route but in the light of three serious accidents that occurred in the Ipswich Road over the winter months, it is considered dangerous. The Clerk is to write to Education Transport pointing out the dangers and suggesting that an alternative route should be used.

7. Rights of Way - Mr R Ling confirmed that work on the new footpath map was proceeding and a map along with two designated walks has been produced by Phil Quilliam. Further work needs to be done on points of interest and the footpath sub-committee will meet over the summer months to draw the production together. Councillors’ expressed their thanks to Phil for the excellent work he has done. It has been suggested that a map giving all the footpaths in Otley would be useful and the intention is for this to be produced and put on the Parish Council web site.

It was noted that the first cut of the paths was undertaken in May. 

8. District & County Councillor’s report – Mr Bellfield advised that SCDC have adopted the Core Strategy Planning Policy Document. A great deal of work was put into its creation and it will form the basis of the Councils future planning policy.  In the light of the Government’s recent directive on future planning, it is unclear what will happen with the proposed development of the BT site at Martlesham, the future here will be decided as devolved planning legislation becomes clearer. 

It is believed with the axing of QUANGO’s, the Standards Board will be one of the casualties.

Following the announcement of stringent Government cutbacks, SCC are bracing themselves for a budget reduction in the current year of between 4 & 11 million £’s.

There has been much comment in the press about consultancy fees. With the departure of the Director of Communications, Mr Bellfield stressed there was a real need for somebody to drive forward and implement rationalisation of the various communication arms. There is duplication in the production of information and real savings can be made in this area.

9. Police Report – PC Gilmore was not present but submitted her report. There have been nine reported crimes since our last meeting, three of which occurred at Otley College.

1 – At Otley College during opening times an IPOD was stolen from an unattended bag. Unfortunately there were no known witnesses and no CCTV.

2 – Overnight a campaign sign for the Conservative Party was stolen from outside a private dwelling. This crime was linked to another that happened a few days prior in Clopton. A suspect was arrested and interviewed but denied this offence and with no supporting evidence we were unable to proceed.

3 – During the day a mobility scooter and lawnmower were stolen from an insecure private garage attached to a dwelling. There was a witness to this offence and enquiries are ongoing.

4 – During the day two youths have attempted to steal items from the local shop. The persons responsible were identified and dealt with accordingly.

5 – During the day a number of student lockers at Otley College were forced open and items taken. The stolen property was located a short distance from the lockers and enquiries continue.

6 – During late evening a vehicle parked on a private drive was broken into and stolen. The vehicle was found a short distance up the road having been involved in an accident. A suspect for this crime has been identified, arrested, interviewed and is currently on bail.

7 – This is a domestic related crime and as such the details will remain confidential. However I can tell you that a suspect has been identified, arrested, interviewed and is currently on bail.

8 – During the day a secure locker at Otley College was forced open and items stolen from within. Enquiries are ongoing into this matter.

9 – This crime has been flagged with a ‘No Publicity’ marker and I am therefore unable to disclose any details in relation to it.

We are reminded of the Police Direct service - The service is free, easy to use and is proving to be a very valuable policing tool. The service doesn’t just assist the Police it also benefits the public. Regular updates are received either via text, email or landline letting you know what is happening in your area.

Leaflets are available at all police stations or visit our website.
Mr Smith reported that he attended an SNT meeting at Otley College on 10th June. The Police establish three priority areas of concern and concentrate their efforts on resolving them. None of the priorities affected Otley and concerned anti social behaviour in Woodbridge and Wickham Market along with theft from cars in the Rendlesham Forest and parking outside Orford Primary School.

Mr Childs advised that a wallet had been found in the village and disturbingly calls to the Police on the 613500 number had not been answered. Mr Smith will raise this with the Police when he next speaks to them.

10. Community Council Report – There was no report.

11. Correspondence – Mr Smith advised he has received a letter from the Secretary of St Mary’s PCC thanking the Parish Council for their kind offer of £500 towards the cost of refurbishing the Church clocks.

12. Any Other Business – The Clerk requested a new filing cabinet as the old one is broken and inadequate for current needs. The proposed cost of a four drawer unit is under £200. The purchase was proposed by Mrs Vaughan and seconded by Mr Ling.

Mr Smith has kindly produced an updated copy of the Otley street map. It was unanimously agreed that he should be reimbursed for producing 25 bound copies of the map which it was planned should be made available at a cost of £1 each.

Mr Smith also advised that he is putting the monthly Church magazine on the Parish Council website.

13. Date of next meeting – Please note that the next meeting planned for 5th July has been cancelled. The Councils next meeting will be Monday 13th September.
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