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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 12 January 2009 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam, K Knights, B Kemp, B Perks (part of) and T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC – part of) and 5 members of the public
Apologies: 
Accepted from M Appleby, J Formby, J Clover (SCC) and Suffolk Police
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting, making mention of the 100th Centenary Celebrations of the Village Hall.

2. Declaration of Interest: None were registered.
3. Minutes of Meeting held 10 November 2008: The Minutes were approved by all Councillors and signed by the Chairman. Minutes of Meeting held 20 November 2008 (Planning Meeting): The Minutes were approved by all Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 

At this juncture, B Perks asked to read out a statement concerning his position as Councillor and the recent Code of Conduct enquiry, concluding in tendering his resignation.  The Chairman commented on this sad outcome and thanked B Perks for his efforts during his time as Councillor.
4. Reports:

4.1. SCC: J Clover – no report received.
4.2. MSDC: A Stringer

· Planning Enforcement: MSDC’s Scrutiny Committee looking at Enforcement Process with cases now being graded and targets set regarding delivery.
· Car Park Charges: MSDC’s Car Parking Charges may be reviewed to allow free parking for the first hour, which may assist in writing off unified business rates payment paid for by tax payers.
· Tenants:  For problem tenants, please contact Andrew Weaver on 01449 724756 in confidence.
· Christmas Tree Recycling: A Stringer thanked those who had used the recycling facilities.
· Litter Pick: Date set for Saturday, 14 March (starting at the Village Hall 9.30 am – all welcome). 

· MSDC Housing List: N Merriam requested information for inclusion in the newsletter to clarify MSDC’s housing allocation policy – A Stringer to obtain information for newsletter.
4.3. Suffolk Police: 
· Report received which stated that no reported crimes since 01/12/08, reminding everyone to be vigilant and secure all valuables/buildings as other villages have suffered thefts.
· Cycle Safety Roadshow: Postcode marking and free cycle check at Bacton Middle School on 22 January 2009, 12 noon – 4 pm.

4.4. Parish Clerk 
· Allocated Topics for Councillors: A revised list has been circulated to all Councillors.

· Parking for residents of Grange Road: MSDC have advised that the provision of parking at the St Andrews Close development is not within their control as it is outside the development. 

· Freedom of Information Act 2000: First draft of publication scheme currently in circulation – revised edition will be available at next meeting.

· Internal Accounts Audit and Control Review: Treasurer and Clerk conducted first review 10.11.08 – to be amended to include appointment of internal auditor and VAT reclamation. 

· Locality Budget: Grant of £360 has kindly been received by Councillor Clover towards the cost of food mixer for The Lunch Club, with remainder towards cost of replacement litter bins.

· Litter Bins:  MSDC are placing order direct with Streetmaster for replacement litter bins.

4.5. Parish Councillors

· M Appleby attended Climate Change Event in November – report to follow. 
· Application for the tree works on the Village Green has been submitted by M Appleby.
5. Village Forum: 

· Resident’s letter received raising the following issues: Lack of road gritting, sign reversal (may be due to straw vehicles too wide – NM has corrected), and dog fouling – signs to be erected. 

· Resident’s email received registering objection to the proposal of play area and raising concerns about Manor House/Ayton – comments have been passed to MSDC.
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6. Correspondence Received: 
· St Andrews Close: MSDC have advised that they intend closing the enforcement file on the development at St Andrews Close as all conditions have been satisfactorily discharged.  Clerk to write as Council not convinced that all conditions have been resolved.  Invoice to be raised for Visibility Mirror broken by contractors.  
· All other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

7. Financial Position: 
7.1. B Kemp presented the accounts as at December 2008, showing a bank balance of £1,768.97.  The following invoices were approved for payment:
· SALC Training – M Appleby
£52.88 inc VAT

· BDO (External Audit)
£58.75 inc VAT

· East of England (Climate Change Event)
£23.00 inc VAT

· Village Hall Hire
£59.00 inc VAT
· The Lunch Club (Food Mixer)
£180.00 inc VAT

7.2. Parish Precept: It was reluctantly agreed to raise the precept by £200 to £2,200.
7.3. External Auditor:  Rosie Bassett has kindly agreed to be appointed as Internal Auditor. 

8. Planning Matters:  
8.1. Planning Applications (to include applications received after publication of Agenda): 

8.1.1. Application No: 3342/08: Revised plan for the erection of two Wind Turbine Generators, associated access tracks, substation building and equestrian gallop at land adjacent to Potash Farm, Wyverstone – no comment to be made.
8.2. Planning Decisions: No decisions received.
9. Play Area for Children: It was agreed that this item be removed from the Agenda due to the negative comments received from residents and the resignation of B Perks (Co-ordinator).
10. Footpaths: SCC have advised current cutting schedule for footpaths.  Footpaths 7, 13, 26 and 31 were identified as requiring additional attention.
11. Matters for next Agenda: Internal Accounts Audit and Control Review
12. Next Meeting: 
9 March 2009 at 8.00 pm

Meeting closed at 9.15 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










