WICKHAM SKEITH PARISH COUNCIL

 Minutes of the meeting held on

        Thursday 13th October  2005

 in Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
J Homan (Chair)

C Wright




D Trinchero


N Merriam







S Sparrow


J Medlock

J Ede ( Clerk)

Also present A Stringer – MSDC Councillor

          4 members of the public 

Item 1--  Apologies  B Kemp

Item 2 – Planning Application 

Application No. – 

At  -- Plot Adjacent to No.1 Grange Rd. Wickham Skeith

Applicants – Mrs J Smith

Proposal – Outline permission for two dwellings : One of 3 bedrooms and one

                       of 2 bedrooms

The Chairman reviewed the historical background to the applications for this plot. The original application was in 1971 and various others up to 1998. All applications were refused by the District Council primarily on the grounds that the plot was outside the designated Village Development Envelope. On some occasions  an appeal was lodged with the Department of the Environment but the decision of the District Council was upheld.

The applicant had submitted a new application in June 2005  but this was withdrawn before MSDC made a decision, this current proposal is a slight variant of the June submission.

(This item on the agenda  was a consultation based on documents supplied by the applicant, the application had not been registered with MSDC at this time. If any changes are made prior to registration the Parish Council may have to reconsider their recommendations.)

Mr G Terry, on behalf of the applicant, explained the proposal. The proposed properties addressed the need to provide small properties that are  ‘affordable housing’ in the village. It is acknowledged that they fall outside of the village development envelope but it is considered appropriate to build in the space between ‘Martindale’ and No1 Grange Rd. and ‘round off’ the housing row in this location. 

 A number of local residents attended the meeting and their views were sought before the Council discussed the proposal.

There is some confusion over jargon vis a vis housing issues, ‘affordable housing’ tended to refer to Housing Association/Local authority sponsored  developments for rent and/or shared ownerships. This application is more correctly termed ‘small low priced ’ homes.

The following points were made by the Council.

1) The plot is outside of the Village Development envelope, but construction of a house on the adjacent site, within the envelope, exposes an anomalous situation. 

2) The site ground levels are different to the adjacent plot but this would be recognised at the detailed design stage.

3) Development of this plot would not be detrimental to the visual appearance and amenity of the location; sensible design would complement the existing properties.

4) It is essential that off road parking for the properties is provided.

5) Semi-detached or ‘linked’ houses would fit in with the cottages in Grange Rd.

6) There was some debate about the suitability of the site for two houses, the consensus was that that this was acceptable.

7) The construction of two small houses is in line with Parish Council’s desire to see smaller properties built within the village. It is considered essential that the demographic, social and economic mix of the village should not be skewed by the erection of large ‘expensive’ properties.

8) The recent housing survey illustrated a need for smaller and low cost properties in the village. This application satisfies that concept.

It was proposed by D Trinchero that the Council recommend approval of this application this was seconded by N Merriam . The Council voted unanimously to recommend approval by MSDC.

The Council will not make a recommendation to MSDC until the  registered application is received. 

Item 3 – Planning Application 1799/05 – 2 storey extension to the rear of No3 Grange Rd.

The Chairman outline the application and invited comments from the public. The Council then discussed the proposals.

The only detailed point of disquiet was the position of vents from the kitchen in relation to potential nuisance smells that could affect No4 Grange Rd. MSDC will be advised.

Proposed by J Medlock and seconded by S Sparrow that the application be approved by MSDC . this was agreed unanimously.

The meeting closed at 9 pm

Signed as a true record of the meeting.

