Main website:-  www.christianhouseandchurchswap.co.uk 
Property reference number: - 121-1006 ( CLACTON-ON-SEA)

Home to a couple who are looking to house swap for 1-2 weeks, & they are not restricted to school holidays. This would especially suit ‘cat-lovers’!
KEY INFORMATION…

	Bedrooms available:-
	Bedroom 1- twin (with two single beds)

Bedroom 2 has a single bed and an additional pull-out bed. (max:-  4 people)

	Children welcome-
	Yes all ages

	Pets that live here:-
	They have 2 Siamese cats which need to be fed & their litter tray cleaned. They do not go outside. They are very loving & like to play!

	Re-dogs:-
	They could not consider a dog staying here

	**allergy*
	They are not able to stay in a house where there are cats as one of them is allergic to all but Siamese cats.


This 1964 semi-detached house is located in Clacton-on Sea in Essex.

There are many great places to visit in this part of Essex, as well as being able to enjoy the coast.  http://www.visitclacton.co.uk/   http://www.visitessex.com/
The house is near the corner of a not too busy road, and it overlooks two beautiful oak trees and fields. They are just seven minutes walk to the sea front, a small convenience store & the pub, Toby Inn. They are 15 mins walk to town.

There is a lovely ¾ hr walk across the field and to sea front, along promenade and back with a great choice of café’s and pubs on the way there & back!. 

Clacton has a typical sea-side pier with amusements, crazy golf etc. There are bus and train links to Colchester and London.  

They live in a nice quite location, with very good neighbours.

There is a lounge, conservatory, and a kitchen/diner; also a wet room with two showers (one for disabled use).  They have a newly built ground floor extension with toilet, & they also have a stair-lift. 

Free Wi-Fi is available + use of phone for UK calls to landlines.

They have a small enclosed garden laid to grass with a patio area & garden table, chairs & a barbecue. There is parking space on the drive.

St John’s is a friendly & welcoming Anglican church.

There are two churches in the parish – one traditional (service at 9:00am) and the other modern (service at 10:30am for families).  And they have lots of mid-week activities, for all ages. http://gtclactonparish.co.uk/
The website is informative & well worth browsing.

Other local churches are:-  St James’s (Anglo-Catholic) – we live in the parish of St James, Methodist, Baptist, URC, Elim and other C of E’s.
	Sport and Leisure
	Leisure centre, golf, bowls, crazy golf etc. nearby & swim pool,

	Free park 
	8 mins walk to sea front park. (Lot of others)

	Local places of interest
	Naze tower, and Martello towers locally

 Zoo, museums etc in Colchester

	Entertainment/Arts
	Two theatres and cinema in Clacton. More in Colchester and Ipswich.




Scroll down…….

Property reference number: - 094-765 (SAFFRON WALDON)
Home to a couple who are looking to house swap any time of year.
 It does not need to be in the school holidays, but they would sometimes like 
to bring other family members when appropriate. 

KEY INFORMATION…

	Bedrooms available:-
	Bedrooms

1 Double with en-suite

2 Twin (one is currently a single with guest bed underneath which would also fit in the other twin room to leave a large single)

Nursery - junior bed (up to about 7yrs), cot and swinging crib.

There is a lot of flexibility and the guest bed and cots etc. could be used in either of the twin rooms and guest bed put in nursery if preferred.  Max- 6 adults and 3 children. (But blow up mattress available for another adult or child)

	Children welcome?:-
	Yes, any age group (but need to be aware of raised pond)                      

	Pets that live here:-
	None at present – dog died 2 yrs ago so should be hair free by now

	Re: dogs:-
	They would consider a well behaved dog staying.


Saffron Walden is a small attractive market town in rural Essex and is within an easy drive to the rolling countryside on one side and the big town amenities on the other. There is an abundance of pretty pubs, thatched cottages and architecture ranging from Elizabethan to present day. The town has the usual chain retail outlets but includes a great selection of individual shops and delicious eating places.  This is a fantastic base to explore East Anglia.    http://www.visitsaffronwalden.gov.uk/
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]


    This detached house was built about 20 years ago and is situated on a small estate in a quiet and rather lovely location about 7-10 mins walk from the town centre.  
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There is a large lounge/diner (no TV), a good-sized kitchen with garden/family room just off it with TV, Video, DVD and Freeview. There is a study which will be inaccessible and a den with small sofa and TV/DVD and built in freeview. We have no major TV packages – just freeview.

[image: image4.png]



The fully enclosed garden is medium-sized and very pleasant, looking out onto open fields. There is plenty of outdoor seating in both sun and shade, and a BBQ which is a bit old! Children are welcome & there is a pogo stick, a selection of games & toys used by the visiting grandchildren, as well as a high chair, pram & buggy.

Saffron Walden Baptist Church has a large mixed congregation of about 100+ people for the morning worship, favouring a modern evangelical style of worship and visitors are always given a warm welcome but there is a wide range of styles of church locally, and a list of these will be available for house swappers http://www.sw-bc.org/
	Sport and Leisure
	Leisure centre in town with swim pool, tennis, badminton, spa & gym. Bowling-1/2 hr drive + other sports.

Plenty of pubs, coffee shops and restaurants 

	Free park for under 12’s:-
	2 play areas. One on large common, one in local gardens, green space, car park. Excellent play equipment & basketball pitch.

	Local places of interest
	English Heritage -Audley End estate; Imperial War Museum at Duxford; 2 museums in town; Cambridge -15 mins by train, 30 mins drive; London 50 mins – 1.15 hr by train. Wonderful selection of pretty villages and country inns including The Cricketers in Clavering still owned and run by Jamie Oliver’s parents. Suffolk and Norfolk within easy reach. 

	Entertainment/Arts
	Ongoing small events in local ‘What’s On?’ local cinemas, galleries etc.


                   Property reference number: - 098-809 (HIGHAM)

Home to a couple who are looking to house swap, and are not restricted to school holidays. 

KEY INFORMATION

	Bedrooms available:-
	Bedroom i):- double 

Bedroom ii):- single

Bedroom iii) :- twin (ground floor)          (max –5 people)                                                                                                  

	Children welcome?
	Yes, any age group  (cot, high chair & stair gates are available.)

	Pets that live here:-
	No pets live here

	Re-dogs:-
	They could not consider a dog staying here.

	      Special note!  
	An allergy to animal fur means this couple cannot stay in a home where any pets live.
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  This detached house was built as a bungalow in the 1950’s, and enlarged into a house in the 80’s. It is situated on the outskirts of the Dickensian village of Higham,  a rural location with wide views over rolling fields down to the River Thames  and Essex beyond. Visitors comment upon the lovely views especially from the upstairs lounge. It is a peaceful area with countryside walks from the doorstep. Higham is a mixture of commuter belt and agriculture, has a few local shops, 2 churches & doctors’ surgery. The train station is 15mins walk away (down hill) giving easy access to London, Canterbury, Rochester & the North Kent Coast.  It is 4 miles from the riverside town of Gravesend, and 15mins drive to historic Rochester with its magnificent Cathedral, Castle, Dickensian Centres and much more.  
Due to it formerly being a bungalow, the ground floor has the kitchen, dining room with patio doors into the garden, twin bedroom, 2 toilets, shower room & small lounge, while upstairs is the main lounge with a telescope, great for watching River Thames shipping, & Sky TV etc., plus 2 other bedrooms & another bathroom. 

The medium sized ornamental garden is enclosed on all sides. However the pedestrian entrance has no gate. There is a pond which is netted for herons, (not children!) and house-swappers are asked to please feed the pond fish daily, top up the bird feeders & water the flower pots. The couple are keen gardeners, but children can run round on the grass & paths…taking care not to damage the plants please! 

Gravesend Methodist Church tends towards contemporary in its style of worship and 90+ people meet for the morning service and an intimate 10 or so gather for evening fellowship.   

More info on their excellent website: -  www.gravesendmethodistchurch.org.uk
There are 2 churches in the village of Higham, a high Anglican church & a congregational; both are about 5 mins walk from the house. Rochester Cathedral is 15 mins by car.

	Sport and Leisure
	Gravesend-2 swim pools/leisure centres & tenpin bowling; other sports in the region:- golf, dry ski slope, ice skating rink, tennis & 3 country parks for walking cycling & enjoying!

	Free park for under 12’s:-
	10 mins walk to local rec. with some play equipment

	Local places of interest
	Many! Naval dockyard outdoor museum-Chatham, Cobham Hall & N.T. gardens & houses within an hour’s drive; London only 25 miles away & Canterbury under an hour by car or train. Seaside at Whitstable, Margate about an hour’s drive. 2 RSPB sites.

	Entertainment/Arts
	Sweeps & Dickens Festivals in Rochester, Local cinemas & theatres…see local websites for info.


Property reference number: - 088-685 (TIPTREE).
Home to a family with 3 children aged 15, 12 and 11 years, looking to house swap in the school holidays.;

KEY INFORMATION

	Bedrooms available:-
	Double: - 1, single; - 1, twin:-1, Other: - space for two in the caravan in the garden or mattress on floor in house. 

                                                            (max:-6/8 people)

	Children welcome?
	Yes any age group, (but they no longer have a cot or high chair)

	Pets that live here:-
	2 cats which will  need feeding please! (Instructions left out!)
Also a beehive which will not need any attention.

	Re-dogs:-
	They could not consider a dog staying.
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Built nearly 200 years ago, this detached cottage-style farmhouse is located in a lovely part of rural Essex.  The small and widely spread village of Layer Marney is just north of Tiptree which is famous for its strawberries and jam, and south of Colchester, the oldest recorded town in Britain.  The house is flanked by fields and stands at a crossroads on a back road between villages. It is described as an ideal place for ‘getting away from the madding crowd’, whilst still being within easy access of town, other places of interest and the beach and Country 
Park at Mersea.
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 see website:-  www.hidden-treasures.co.uk
The garden is completely enclosed with an open wooden fence to the front left and the rest is hedged.  It is a good sized garden, mostly laid to lawn with flower borders, shrubs and trees, and is great for the children to play. There is a TP swings climbing frame and slide, also a 6ft trampoline (no netting). Garden table and chairs are available. There is also a small-sized table tennis table.

Ten minutes walk from the house is the local garden centre which sells some farm food. Tesco in Tiptree is 2 miles, Sainsbury 3 miles. The nearest eating place is in the next village 5 mins by car, 1 ¾ miles. The church mentioned later is just over 3 miles.

Lifehouse Christian Fellowship is a Free Church where about 75+ people meet on Sunday mornings for contemporary style worship. The atmosphere is relaxed and friendly. The congregation is growing. 
Much more info on their website   www.kingsland.org.uk     
	Sport and Leisure
	Swim pools, bowling alley and range of sport at Colchester Leisure Centre, Also in Colchester-roller skating & Quasar, & ‘Go Bananas’ children’s indoor soft play area. East Mersea’s Outdoor area.

	Free park for under 12’s:-
	Layer MarneyTower Grounds…though’ it’s preferable to pay to look at the tower or visit the shop as well; Birch village, 2 miles has a good playpark. There are woods around which are always fun and Colchester Park near the castle is great for up to about 12 yr olds.

	Local places of interest
	Tiptree Jam Factory Museum & Tea-rooms, 

Layer Manor Tudor Tower, Abberton Reservoir-Nature Reserve, Colchester castle/park,  Museums, 

Mersea Island Beach & Country Park, Colchester Zoo.

	Entertainment/Arts
	Mercury Theatre & Colchester Arts Theatre, cinemas,
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