Minutes of a meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th June 2008 at 7.30 pm at The Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Worlingham

PRESENT:


M Culyer, in the Chair





R Burgess


S Holman





T Cossey


Mrs S Robbins






Mrs C Hammond-Fox
R Tucker

IN ATTENDANCE:

J Taylor, Suffolk County Council





Mrs B Broom, Locum Clerk

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC:
12

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Mrs G Rogers.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Robbins and Tucker declared an interest in item 7b – Parish Plan

3. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON       

    13th May, 2008 

Councillor Tucker said that he was listed in apologies for absence, which was correct, but was mentioned as commenting on items 2a and 13b which was incorrect.  Councillor Mrs Robbins said that she made the comment in 13b.  Following this amendment it was

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th May 2008                         


            be confirmed and signed

4. QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA    

    INCLUDING:
a. Potential closure of Church Hall

Councillor Holman enquired as to what should be done and a general discussion took place.  It was suggested that a meeting be set up with the Church Committee as it was necessary to find out what plans were being made.  There was a possibility of closure at Christmas 2008.  The Clerk was asked to clarify what was to happen and to arrange a meeting.  Councillor Tucker said that a new meeting place may have to be found and the Chairman suggested the school. Councillor Mrs Robbins said the school was a possibility.

            RESOLVED  that the Clerk clarify the situation regarding the possible closure of                                                                the Church Hall and arrange a meeting between the Parish Council and the Church Committee

b. Representative on Community Magazine

Councillor Mrs Rogers had shown an interest in becoming a representative on the Community Magazine but was unwell at the moment.  The Committee meets three to four times a year.  Councillor Tucker said that he was willing to fill in until Councillor Mrs Rogers was well enough to undertake the position, should she so wish.

The meeting was opened for public contribution at 7.39 pm

5. Report from Police

There was no report available from the Police

Report from County Councillors

Councillor Taylor reported that the programme of works for various areas were ongoing.  The refurbishment of the Bus Station in the Old Market had finished one month ahead of programme.  He then went on to set out the expenditure from his locality budget of £10,818 which included £2,000 from the previous year.  This expenditure included £2,000 for the gating order and this matter was being chased as there was a lot of legal works to complete.  Other expenditure included the Domestic Abuse Service, Beccles Rowing Club, Beccles Twinning Association, Mr Tidy, Church anniversary celebrations, Beccles & Bungay Crime Prevention Panel, Beccles Community Arts, Worlingham Parish Plan, Worlingham Sign (this was in the Hall and looked most impressive), Worlingham School, Beccles Sea Cadets, Music for Childrens Activities, North East Suffolk Citizens Advice Bureau (new telephone system) and North Cove & Barnby Playing Field Association.  He had spent a total of £10,771.

Report from District Councillors

No reports were to hand.

Residents Questions to the Chairman of the Council

Mrs Doreen French said she was pleased the gating order was still ongoing as there had been two incidents in the previous six to eight weeks where both her fence and that of the neighbours had been broken down.  She had spoken with Mr Peter Black who was apparently no longer dealing with this matter and asked the Chairman how long it would be before this was in place.

Mr Bill Corlett said that he had been told that £2,000 had been given for this project and the Chairman agreed that this was the case.  However, the gating order appeared to be a test case and there was a great deal of legal work to be undertaken to ensure that everything was done correctly.  It had transpired that the fencing costs had not been included in the original figures and this needed to be sorted.

Mr Corlett spoke on this matter at length saying that neither the legal department nor the planning department appeared to know anything about this matter and pressed for the matter to be sorted.

Councillor Taylor said that he had spoken to the lady who had taken over from Mr Black (he would inform the Parish Council of her name) and had been assured that the matter had not been removed from the programme.  He said it was important to keep agitating Suffolk County Council until the matter was satisfactorily resolved.  

Mrs French said that the proposed plans were not near Mr Corlett’s property.  Mr Corlett said there was a lot of rubbish in the locality.

Councillor Cossey said it was the first time that Suffolk County Council had done a gating order and Worlingham Parish Council were the “guinea pigs”.

Councillor Taylor said that he had the construction plans and Councillor Cossey said that a four foot high fence would not stop anyone but it would not be so easy to get through once it was in place.

The Chairman said that the vandalism was really a Police problem, rather than one for the Parish Council and it would be better to have a six foot high fence.  He confirmed to Mr Corlett that the Parish Council would do everything they could to progress the gating order swiftly.

Mrs French said that the gates would be a great help as vandalism occurred at all times of the day and night.

Mr Harvey impressed that it was important to report any incidents to the Police and insist on any report being noted as a crime report.

A comment was made regarding the necessity for a cull of rabbits in Park Drive.

The meeting closed to public contribution at 7.59 pm and two members of the public left the meeting

6. Clerk’s Report and update

In the Clerk’s absence the Chairman said that an e-mail had been received from Luke Barber regarding the extension of the 30 mph limit on Ellough Road.  He said there was good news about the bus shelter and an e-mail had been received from Paul Horn.  The hard standing was scheduled for the end of June, weather permitting, and the shelter could be in place by mid-July.

Councillor Cossey said that Mr Walker had met with Mr Harvey regarding drainage and the grass had been cut last week.

Mr Harvey said that the pipe put in the ditch had drained the area but a compulsory purchase order would be needed to get into Woodfield Park.

It was suggested that a letter be sent to the new Chief Executive Officer at Suffolk but the Clerk was asked to write instead to Mr Walker asking for an update.

7. Discussion and Updates:

a. Play areas 

(i) Cost of galvanising winer diners 
RESOLVED
to defer this matter to the next meeting

(ii) Costs of climbing frame – All Saints Green

The Chairman reported that he cannot obtain quotations on line and would be attempting to get them by telephone.  Councillor Tucker to consult with youngsters regarding suitable equipment .

(iii) Werel’s Loke Section 106

The Chairman reported that Chris Wells from Sprake & Kingsley had provided a costing to sort out the section 106 problem at £195 per hour and although this was considered expensive it could mean that £80,000 might be available for the Parish Council to spend on projects in the community.  Councillor Holman enquired whether Mr Wells was experienced in this particular sector of Council law and Councillor Tucker asked whether there were any organisations that could help with legal advice.  The Chairman pointed out that if Worlingham were not able to regain the £80,000 then Waveney would dictate where the money was to go.  Legal fees could be lost if Waveney did not release the £80,000 and it was important that any solicitor involved knew the questions to be asked.

The Chairman said that Waveney had tied into Werels Loke but because of newts found in the area no building could take place and Waveney could  make the area into a nature reserve.

It was suggested that two or three Councillors make an appointment to see the solicitor.  The Clerk had contacted SALC but it was thought worthwhile that, in the meantime, she  contacted Shona Bendix at SALC again to see whether any assistance could be given.

b. Parish Plan update


The process of sorting out the questions to be asked was underway.

c. Four Towns Bus – young people and computer training.

The computer training had finished.  The bus was due to arrive on Wednesday 11th June and it was decided that the finish time should be earlier to reduce costs.  The Youth Club was doing well – over 70 attended the first meeting with 28 in the second week – to be monitored.  Funding had been spent on the public liability insurance, equipment, bean bags etc.  If the bus could get closer to the Hall the internet might work.

Councillor Cossey asked whether more helpers were needed and it was decided to advertise again.

d. Events – Open Gardens and Village Fete 2009

Councillor Burgess had met with Councillor Tucker.  A poster was to be distributed.  Interest had been shown which could escalate.  A full page advertisement had been put in the Parish Magazine.  Comments were made regarding the extent of articles from other parishes in the magazine and the editor said he only put in what was submitted.  The June issue had been produced by someone else.  

Councillor Cossey said that if Worlingham paid 90% of the funding more of their articles should be included and when re-financing took place next year this should be looked at.  Other parishes should contribute in future.  Again it was reiterated that only articles submitted could be put in the magazine.

Mr Nourse had replied regarding the signpost but not the fete and it was thought he may no longer wish to have it held on his land.  Perhaps a combined fete with the Middle School could be held.  

Could an insurance claim for putting up the sign be made?  Discussion took place on a possible post and it was felt that a new one would be better.

e. Gating Order

Much had been discussed regarding this issue earlier in the meeting.  Mr & Mrs French and Mr Corlett had given their views.  The Parish Council were still committed to this project but their hands were tied, waiting for Suffolk County Council to get on with the legal work.

Councillor Cossey said that the Parish Council had not realised they must pay for the gates as well.

Councillor Taylor said that Suffolk were taking things slowly to ensure the proper legal paperwork was completed.  He would continue to push Suffolk for a speedy conclusion.

Councillor Taylor was thanked for his funding and also for attending the Parish meetings.

8.  To receive correspondence for information

Suffolk County Council had sent a notice regarding work at Worlingham roundabout for re-surfacing, lining and cats eyes between 10th June and 29th June between 9.30 am and 3.30 pm.

Rondor Printing had submitted a quotation for printing compliment slips and headed notepaper and sent a prototype for approval.  It was decided to update the photograph for the paper and the Chairman said he would sort this.

9.  To consider planning applications

The planning applications listed on the agenda were all approved.

Waveney District Council had submitted approvals for 12 Ashdale Drive and 39 All Saints Drive

10. Reports of meetings attended by Councillors

No meetings had been attended by Councillors

11. Finance matters

The Chairman read out the prepared schedule of balances and the cheques were approved for signature.

It was decided that Councillor Holman would look after the sign until it was ready for installation and insurance cover should be sought and the Register of Assets amended accordingly.

The Chairman asked for approval for an increase in the emergency limit available to the Clerk.  At present it stood at £250 but it was felt that £1,000 would be more realistic should an emergency occur which the clerk needed to deal with quickly, especially should she be unable to contact any of the Councillors.  Proposed by Councillor Cossey, seconded by Councillor Burgess and agreed unanimously it was

RESOLVED
that the emergency limit be raised from £250 to £1,000

12. Councillors’ questions from agenda item 4:

Councillor Burgess said the hedge was overgrown near the railway crossing on Marsh Lane from the river side and visibility was poor.  The hedge near the Anglian Water sewerage works was also overgrown through the chain link fence and also at the lych gate in Rectory Lane.

Quotes were needed for the repairs to the bus shelter.  Paul Crisp had offered to do the work free provided his son, who helped him, was paid.  Councillor Burgess to ensure that he had public liability insurance cover before attempting the work.

The Chairman said that the post for the new sign had been run over.  As the new sign looked so good he felt that a nice base would set it off in the centre of the village.  Thurton has a brick base with an oak post.  It was felt that the sign should be checked to ensure if had been treated against graffiti.

Councillor Cossey suggested that Mr Crisp could undertake this work and perhaps an insurance claim should be made as soon as possible.  The Chairman suggested a photograph should be taken of Thurton’s sign and Councillor Holman said he would do this and pass it to the Clerk.  The WI was to have an unveiling ceremony.  The sign would need to be fixed with tamper proof bolts.

13.  Date of next meeting 

The date of the next meeting of the Parish Council is Tuesday 8th July 2008 at 7.30 pm

The meeting closed at 9.13 pm

The Chairman gave his apologies for that meeting stating that Councillor Knights would stand as Chairman

