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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 9 March 2009 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam, K Knights, B Kemp, M Appleby, J Formby, T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC), C Michell (SCC – part of), V Clarkson and C Wayman (Suffolk Police - part of), Helen Sibley (Thornham Countryside Officer - part of) and 5 members of the public
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming C Michell who was representing SCC following the sad death of J Clover on 8 February 2009, emphasising how J Clover had supported the Council during his time as Councillor and advising that a letter of condolence had been sent on behalf of the Council to Mrs Clover.  The Chairman also welcomed H Sibley from Thornham Walks (for Item 5).

2. Declaration of Interest: N Merriam declared an interest for Item 5. 
3. Minutes of Meeting held 12 January 2009: The Minutes were approved by all Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 
4. Village Forum: No items raised.

5. Thornham Walks - Proposed new route of permissive path: H Sibley presented the proposed new route of Walks F to H to reduce interaction of walkers with cattle located on wet meadows.  Proposal to include replacing stiles with kissing gates on new route, maintenance of footpaths/sleeper crossings, improved/maintenance of signs, erection of information boards at Church and The Grimmer.  No objections were made, although concern raised regarding dogs being kept on leads and the possible unwanted use of quad bikes.
6. Reports:

6.1. SCC: C Michell
· Local Government Review: Boundary Committee not recommending putting forward a decision until July 2009.

· Council Tax: SCC Council Tax has risen by 2.45% (lowest rise) for 2009/2010.

· SCC awarded 4* rating by Audit Commission (best possible rating and only Council in region to be awarded this rating) .
· Locality Budget: A small amount is available with deadline for allocation 7th April.

6.2. MSDC: A Stringer

· Wind Turbines at Wyverstone: Wind farm proposal has been withdrawn by applicant.

· Out Reach Bus: MSDC debating possibility of funding bus for Mid Suffolk area equipped with internet access/sporting equipment.
· Allocation Policy at St Andrews Close: Simplified résumé of policy produced for inclusion in April edition of Newsletter.
· Litter Pick: Saturday, 14 March (starting at the Village Hall 9.30 am – all welcome). 

6.3. Suffolk Police: 
· Reported Crimes No reported crimes since 1st January 2009 but spate of burglaries in nearby villages with arrests being made.
· Garden/Shed Security Month – March 2009: Security initiatives being run throughout month with shed alarms available for purchase at Lawes Garden/Hardware Centre on 28 March and Stonham Barns on 29 March.

· Incidents: Villagers encouraged to contact police in instances of antisocial behaviour.

6.4. Parish Clerk 
· Litter Bins: N Merriam has taken delivery of litter bins, which will be installed in due course.
· Training: M Appleby and the Clerk attended Planning Course on 9 March 2009 which was very informative and encouraged the production of a Parish Plan.
6.5. Parish Councillors

· Tree Works: M Appleby advised of the working parties which carried out the tree works on The Green to improve visibility – thanks was given to all who helped. 

· Toads: M Appleby advised that the rota was in place for the toad lifting.
· Straw on Roads: N Merriam advised that he had spoken with Blacks regarding straw carting which littered roads and turned road signs - Blacks will check their deliveries in future.
· Grand National - 4 April 2009:  Sweepstake tickets available from N Merriam.
· Fly-tipping: If anyone witnesses fly-tipping, please take registration numbers and advise MSDC Fly-tipping Section (or N Merriam if known to be on his land).
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7. Correspondence Received: 
· Estimate received from M Downard for cutting grass at The Grimmer for £450 + VAT (same as previous) – approved by all Councillors – Clerk to write and confirm.
· Village of the Year 2009 – ask for willing volunteer/co-ordinator in next edition of Newsletter

· All other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

8. Financial Position: 
8.1. B Kemp presented the accounts as at February 2009, showing a bank balance of £1,403.20.  The following invoices were approved for payment:
· MSDC – 50% cost of litter bins
£318.55 inc VAT

· Clerk’s Expenses
£53.62 inc VAT

8.2. Internal Accounts Audit and Control Review: Following appointment of internal auditor and VAT reclamation, review was completed by Treasurer and Clerk and formally approved by the Council. 

9. Planning Matters:  
9.1. Planning Applications (to include applications received after publication of Agenda): 

9.1.1. Application No: 0327/09: Proposed scoping opinion for Biomass-Fuelled Energy Plant, Wetheringsett – No comments made by Council.

9.2. Planning Decisions:

9.2.1. Application No: 0165/09: Tree Works on Village Green, Wickham Skeith – No objections raised by MSDC

10. Matters for next Agenda: Audit Regulations/Requirements
11. Next Meeting: 
11 May 2009 at 8.00 pm (to include Annual Parish Meeting)

Meeting closed at 9.20 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










