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Minutes of the meeting of Palgrave Parish Council at the Community
                               Centre, Palgrave on 17th June 2009
Present:

Councillors Howard, Sparks, Thorburn (In the Chair), Ling, Barlow, PCSO Kegg
Mark Timms (Upper Waveney Valley Countryside Partnership)

	06.09.1 Apologies:  Mrs Bunbury, Cllr Michell, Mrs Pattenden, Ms Hicks
06.09.2 Declaration of Interests – Cllr Ling had an interest in planning application 1457/09 Grange Farm
06.09.3 Mark Timms – Upper Waveney Valley Countryside Partnership informed the council that they had been around for 22 years and were funded jointly by Mid Suffolk District Council, Suffolk county Council, Waveney District Council and South Norfolk District Council. The area covered is from Redgrave Fen up to Bungay when it is then taken over by the Broads Authority. The aim of the partnership was to bring people together and to promote the Waveney Valley. Mark and his colleague Tim Page along with a team of volunteers work with schools, helping set up nature reserves and also encourage working with landowners with tree planting. Another project that they are involved with is owls, there are now 190 boxes up around the region and this year a pair of owls produced young in one of the nesting boxes. Sponsors for the boxes are needed and these are made up by two volunteers and then they liaise with landowners as to where they can be sited. Mark then explained that Black Poplars which are becoming extinct are being raised in a nursery at Thrandeston and then distributed to landowners as saplings. They are introducing recreation opportunities, already there is a picnic site located at Scole Bridge and they have leaflets of circular walks and cycle ways. They work very closely with Parish Councils and can help with grants if necessary. Cllr Sparks asked whether Mark would consider returning 
if the Community Council could organize an evening where he could possibly show some slides and explain other aspects of the work they do, this Mark agreed to do. Cllr Thorburn also asked Mark about the trimming of the hedges in the Lows.
06.09.4  Reports from PCSO Nick Kegg and Cllr Charles Michell 
PCSO Nick Kegg said that from the beginning of May up until 17th June there had been 9 crimes recorded, 6 of which are incidents that are of no publicity the others were theft of a JCB, criminal damage to flower pots and arson on Wortham Ling. He confirmed there will be police presence at the fete in July and that they aim to have a mobile police station in attendance. There will a chance for residents to have their cycles or valuables marked with their postcode at the fete as the Police will have UV marker pens and permanent markers with them. Speed checks have been made in the village in May and during two separate visits 3 people were prosecuted for exceeding the 30 mph speed limit.
County Councillor’s Report - Cllr Thorburn read out report sent by Cllr Charles Michell. In the report Cllr Michell thanked all those who had voted for him at the County Council Elections and as the Council was already aware he had been re-elected. Hartismere Divisions had above average turnout with 45% and from 75 seats on offer in the County this was the 15th highest turnout. He went on to say that the administration at Suffolk County Council was returned with a higher majority, this now amounts to 55 Conservatives, 11 Lib/Dems, 4 Labour, 2 Green Party, 1 UKIP and 2 Independents. SCC is still rated a 4 star authority.
The Boundary Committee is still due to report on 15th July with their recommendation for the future unitary governance in Suffolk.
06.09.5 Minutes of 6th and 13th May were approved and signed
06.09.6 Matters arising 6th May  
The Churchyard wall will be repaired when the school breaks up for Summer so 

that there will  be no disruptions to the school, the work will be done by Keith 

Buck.

The clerk was asked to check that there would be no extra costs involved with a 

new Dog Bin being installed at the top end of the Lows, it was agreed if one is

installed then a letter be sent to the Diss Express to let residents know this had

been done.

            Matters arising 13th May 
A public meeting is being arranged at the Community Centre on the 23rd July

to discuss further Green Energy and Wind Turbines. There will be various

speakers present and subject to confirmation the meeting will be chaired by

Cllr. Charles Michell and there will be personal invitations to some residents.
06.09.7  Finance Report
The clerk reported that there had been a donation of £20 made since the last meeting. Cllr Ling asked whether we paid for the grass to be cut at the Centre as the work had not been done properly. Cllr Thorburn said that the Parish Council contributed £800 towards this and asked the clerk to contact the chairman of the Community Council informing him that the grass had not been done to their satisfaction, as they were contributing towards it they would like it rectified.

Authorization of cheques  RGM May Grass cutting £230.00p

                                           SALC Audit Training     £25 + vat

                                           Community Council room hire  £100

                                           Clerks Mileage to Audit Training £27

These were all approved.  
06.09.8.1 Planning
1340/09 St Johns Home, Palgrave – these plans were distributed before the meeting as comments had to be in by 9th June. The council had no objections to these plans but a comment was added that the setting of the listed building policy HB1 has already been harmed by the extent of the development already built and that the proposed fencing will not be visible from outside the site.
1457/09 Grange Farm, Old Bury Road – there were no objections to these, which outlined plans to erect an agricultural storage building
06.09.8.2 Planning Decisions

1447/07 – Change of use of land for positioning of 3no. holiday chalet units including 1 disabled unit facility at Oak Farm, Ling Road. Planning permission was approved.

0490/08 4 Church Terrace, The Green an appeal as been allowed for the proposed two storey extension to side of dwelling.
06.09.9 Completion of Audit Section 1 of the Annual Return was completed and signed by Cllr Thorburn and the clerk

06.09.9a Section 2 Annual governance statement, Cllr Thorburn read out the statements one by one with the councillors agreeing unanimously and then the form was signed in the presence of the councillors by Cllr Thorburn and the clerk.
A letter of thanks is to be sent to Keith Charman for undertaking the internal audit 
along with a bottle of wine.                                                                                   
06.09.10 Insurance
Quotes had been received from Zurich £822. 62p and Came & Company £635.68p

It was agreed to go with Came and Company (Aviva). Clerk to write to Zurich declining their quote.                                                                                           
06.09.11 Outstanding Items
006 – Jobs Lane Cllr Thorburn said he had put in a report about this and although it had been cut back there was still a large hole in the lane which was full with deep mud. Cllr ling said that he had a man already to fill the hole but was unable to get through with a large digger, he thinks to that the pipe may be blocked and need replacing. Clerk to contact Alastair McVail and ask him to speak to Cllr Ling to see if something can be done to enable a digger to get down the lane.            
009 Cllr Thorburn asked Mark Timms about trimming of the hedge

4341 Lows Lane stile replacement still not in place, clerk to contact Alastair McVail                                                                                                                  
Forge Close now completed, can be removed from list.

4535 Drain outside Flint Cottage seems to be blocked, clerk to contact Sharon Berry to high light the concern of flooding to the old people’s bungalows and ask for action to be taken without delay.                                                                   
05.09.07  Clerk to write to Cllr Michell to ask for help regarding water running down Denmark Hill from BT manhole cover as neither BT, Anglian Water or Suffolk & Essex Water authority wish to take responsibility.                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    06.09.12 AOB
Cllr Thorburn would be sending out an e mail to the volunteers asking for help in cutting back nettles and thistles in the Cemetery.

Next Meeting July 22nd
Meeting closed at 9.25p.m.
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