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BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd March 2010 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: M Millett, K Cummings, D Pettitt, And W Martineau.  
1.  Apologies for absence Cllrs: B Last P Callear, C Bullock, B Cllr D Ray & C.Cllr Joanna Spicer
In the absence of Cllr Last, Vice Chairman Cllr Millett chaired the meeting. 

2.  Declaration of Interest The Clerk declared an interest in item 11
3   Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 3rd February 2010 signed and approved as a correct record.
Meeting Adjourned

4. Meeting open to the public

None present
5.  Report by County Councillor: J Spicer

Cllr Spice was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
6. Report by Borough Councillor: D Ray
Cllr Ray was unable to attend the meeting but gave the following report via the Clerk:
The next Countryside Forum will be held at West Suffolk House at 4pm on Thursday 18 March, it lasts about 2 hours.  Parish Councillors and/or tree wardens or others interested in countryside management will be very welcome.  The main topics for this Forum are the results of the Green Infrastructure Study and the Management & Conservation of the Great Ouse Catchment.
I am sure all the councillors will be aware of the outcome of LGR for Suffolk - no change but we will have a County Constitutional Convention to agree the best way ahead for local government in the county.  I have heard nothing about how and when this would occur, and I would be surprised if anything happens before the General Election.  Given the stances taken by the different councils in Suffolk during the LGR process, I do not see all parties agreeing to any unitary solution in Suffolk - the only possible/likely outcome, in my opinion, is some mergers of borough/district councils.
7.  Report of Community Police Officer
The police were unable to attend the meeting but submitted the following report:  There has been one crime reported in Barningham since 02/02/2010: 14/02/2010 - Hopton Road, Barningham – Criminal Damage, Dwelling. Overnight, unknown offenders have caused damage to a Front Access Light outside the above address, by breaking the plastic casing on the light by unknown means.  This crime has been finalised. Other info: We have been approached by Norfolk Police about the problem of speeding in Rushford.  When vehicles have been stopped for speeding in Rushford, some drivers have stated that they are cutting through from Barningham.  Please could this be bought to the attention of residents when possible, as regular speed checks will be carried out in this area. There has been an increase in Theft of Heating Oil recently.  Please advise people to improve security around their oil tanks - consider security lighting, padlocks and oil tank alarms.  If you see any suspicious vehicles or people in the area please report it as it is happening, providing descriptions and vehicle registrations when possible.

Meeting reconvened

8    Progress reports. For information from:

8.1 Vice Chairman:  8.1.1 
The vice chairman had no report to make.
8. 2 Clerk: 8.2.1 Quotation for Cemetery hedge maintenance. A quotation of £280 has been received to coppice the hedge and trees on the bank between the entrance to St Andrews Close and the Old Cemetery. It was resolved to go ahead with this work. The resident whose property is adjacent to the hedge will be notified of the works.                                  Action clerk
9      Accounts

9.1 The following accounts were approved for payment:
Steve Wilson                                                       £414.48
Vicki Gay                                                             £489.01           

H M Revenue & Customs Only                           £132.26
Vicki Gay                                                             £75.72
SALC, training                                                     £17.62
Key Ind, grit bin                                                   £279.06
Elite fencing, notice board Cemetery                   £75.00
It was resolved to pay the cost of childcare for the clerk’s daughter when the Clerk was attending courses that she was unable to make alternative arrangements for.
Progress reports. For information, from: 

10. Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Pettitt 
There has been a number of complaints about the condition of the recently cut hedges along the B1111 and in Bardwell Road. Although the parish council appreciate the landowner undertaking this work we will write to ask if they could complete the work and tidy up.

                                                                                                                                  Action Clerk
10.1 Tree Warden: Cllr Millett 
The bridge slats, at Aggies, will be repaired soon once the weather has improved. Steve is putting down leaves on the paths to limit weed growth; leaves are always wanted for this purpose. The dumped tyres still have not been collected; the Clerk will chase this up. The flooding is very bad on the Aggies piece corner and the clerk will contact SCC to ask that the dig out the verge gulley and perhaps erected a flood sign.
10.2 Communications Officer: Cllr Callear. 
Cllr Callear was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
10.3Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings 

Cllr Cummings had no report to make.
10.4 Village Hall representatives: Cllr Last

Cllr Last was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
10.5 Legal Matters Cllr W Martineau 

Cllr Martineau was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
10.6Planning, Clerk of works Cllr C Bullock: 

Cllr Bullock was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
10.7 Village Caretaker: Steve Wilson 

The continuing severe weather has left me scratching around for work to do in the village.  I have scraped and swept several areas of moss from the pavements in Hopton Road and the cut-through to Millfield Road.  There are further such areas in Bishops Croft. I have also tidied the Barningham in Bloom planting opposite the Spar shop and scraped the elevated footpath beside it.  The half-term holiday allowed me access to the lay-by and bench opposite the Royal George to scrape and sweep the mud and decayed leaves which had accumulated there. There have been some signs of anti-social behaviour in the Play Area with obscene graffiti on the play equipment and broken glass spread across the site. The new grit bins are now in my possession awaiting arrangements to be made for their siting.

10.8 Cemetery Working Party
A meeting was held on 17th February and the work is ongoing.
11.    St Edmundsbury Borough Council Local Development Framework

Cllr Millet and the Clerk attended a briefing, hosted by St Edmundsbury Borough Council, setting out dates for the next round of consultations. There are two documents being consulted on. One looking at the policies that are used on a daily basis to determine planning applications, which will be of interest mainly to the parish council. The other document is consulting on the preferred options for the rural site allocations. This will also be of interest to the Parish Council but will, more importantly, be of interest to the residents of the village. It was suggested that as well as discussing these issues at the April meeting it may be beneficial to make it a topic on the agenda for the Annual Parish meeting so that residents of the village can freely express their opinions regarding the boroughs preferred site/s for Barningham. The consultation will run from 12th April until 25th May 2010. St Edmundsbury Borough Council is also going to hold local drop in sessions to discuss the proposals.
12.    Hepworth Road Pavement. 
This work now appears to have been completed.
13.   Suffolk Acre Housing needs 
Cllr Last has prepared a draft covering letter to be sent out with the housing surveys. The councillors were each given a copy so it could be discussed at the next meeting.
16.   Future development of Cricket Meadow. 
This will be put on the agenda for discussion at the April meeting.
17     Planning Matters To include any applications/decisions received since the agenda was posted. None received.
18     Correspondence for information To note the items listed below which have been circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting. No action to be taken
Draft fire action plan

19. Clerks report on urgent decisions since last meeting None

20  Councillors reports and items for future agenda

The flooding on the B1111 was still considered to be a problem as was the pot hole in Coney Weston Road. The Clerk will talk to SCC about these matters.
21. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow) Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

22. Date of next meeting:  7th April 2010
23. To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for 
consideration of the following items:
23.1 Personnel Issues. None
23.2 Legal Issues. None   
No further business, Meeting closed: 
148
211

