Minutes of a meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 13th March 2007 at 7.30pm at the Church Hall.

Councillors Present:

Cllr Knights (Chairman), Cllr Burgess, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Culyer, Cllr Dick and Cllr Hammond-Fox 

Also Present:

SCC John Taylor

Mrs Broom – Acting Clerk

9 Members of the public

Agenda

1.   Apologies for absence

Cllr Holman and P.C. Harris

2.  Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest 

3. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th     February 2007

On the proposal of Cllr Burgess, seconded by Cllr Culyer the minutes were approved and agreed by all

4. Items from councillors on matters not on the agenda 

There were no items for discussion but at this point Cllr Knights mentioned the Annual Parish Meeting.  Cllr Dick said this was to be discussed under item 12 on the agenda

Meeting opened to the public at 7.34 pm

5. Reports and Questions from the public

a) Report from P.C. Harris

In his absence P C Harris had reported that ten crimes had been cleared up in one go and three people had been reprimanded.  There had been some criminal damage to a car in Wainford Close

b) Report from Cllr Taylor – SCC

Cllr Taylor reported that he had earmarked £2,000 from his locality budget to fund the gating order if that is what the Parish Council wished.  He advised that a letter of application for the funding should be sent as quickly as possible, and before 27th March because of Purdah.  Cllr Dick asked whether a final costing was known but Cllr Taylor did not know.  Cllr Cossey said that there had been figures of between £5,000 and £6,000 mentioned but Cllr Knights had no facts at hand.  

Cllr Taylor informed members that there would be a temporary road closure on the Lowestoft Road for re-surfacing on the A146 for 450 metres in a westerly direction.  It was anticipated that this work would take about three days, provided there were no weather problems.  He continued by saying that he had had a long talk with the engineer about re-signing the A146 from Carlton Colville to the Marsh Lane roundabout.  This stretch of road would be the first one in Suffolk to use solar cats eyes.  The scheme had been piloted in Norfolk.  The signs would have a yellow background.  Anti-skid surfacing and extra chevrons were planned and there would be quiet surfacing from North Cove to the Garden Centre.  Costings were being looked at.  Positive signing for the industrial area at Ellough looked to be costing £101,000 and priority was being given to the A145.  Cllr Taylor was asked when the cats eyes would be in place but he said it was difficult to pin down a date.

c)
Report from WDC
No Report

c) Items from members of the public

No items

Meeting closed to public contribution at 7.42 pm

6. Clerk’s Report

Cllr Knights asked whether any of the councillors had anything to report following the Clerk’s Report having been circulated as she was on holiday.

Cllr Cossey mentioned litter picking and dog fouling.  He said he had received a reply from Mike Daniels and it would be better to observe the problem in the early evening.

7. Matters arising from previous meetings

a) Werel’s Loke Youth Recreation Project 

b) Woodfield Park Play area drainage/fencing

Everyone had received a copy of a letter from Lorraine Heale.  Woodfield Park was deemed unsuitable.  The fence had been adopted by WDC.  Planting would take place as soon as possible.  RoSPA standard needed to be maintained.  Cllr Dick said the land had already been inspected.  Cllr Culyer mentioned an annual report.

c) All play areas – including safety matting - The Clerk was still waiting to hear about the safety matting.  Cllr Dick reported that there was very little safety in the Bluebell Way area.  Lorraine Heale was trying to get something in place.  There had been some objections – the grass was too long, children did not use the area where the goalposts were to be sited, the area was an eyesore, the field was little used even in summer, and fixed posts were subject to wear and tear.  The Clerk had asked for a costing and it was thought this was in the region of £351.  Cllr Cossey proposed goalposts at All Saint Green and this was seconded by Cllr Culyer.  The vote was carried – 3 for and 2 against.

Cllr Cossey suggested getting a plan of the area and the Clerk was to be asked to do this.

The Parish Council does weekly inspections.  WDC were proposing to carry out weekly inspections but these would cost £12.50 per week per area, and there were three areas.  Cllr Cossey was concerned about problems and Cllr Knights said the Parish Council were covered by insurance.  Further debate took place on this matter and it was proposed by Cllr Dick that this matter be put on the April agenda when the budget could be looked at.  This was seconded by Cllr Hammond-Fox.

d) Parish Plan – preparations for public meeting 17th April - Cllr Culyer had sent off the paperwork but had not received anything back.  He had sent a poster to Nigel.  Cllr Knights reminded members of the Working Party meeting to be held at the Clerk’s house at 7 pm on 27th March.  Leaflets were to be distributed to schools on 28th March then round the parish.  Cllr Dick queried whether everyone should deliver in their own area.

e) Proposed bus shelter Garden Lane - Cllr Knights said he had heard nothing from SCC.  Cllr Taylor said the dropped kerbs had been approved.

f) Four Towns Bus - Cllr Culyer said this was going quite well.  It was to start on 25th March every second Wednesday until the end of September.  Two youth workers were needed but there were supply problems.  Cllr Culyer was in negotiation with Matt to have at least one but will need someone else who would be approved.  This approval cost £20 per person.  One youth was needed from Youth Connections.  Cllr Taylor said that those approved had passed criminal checks.  Youth Connections did not have enough funds and Cllr Cossey asked whether the parish council could help out with funding.  Insurance was also a consideration.  If no youth workers was supplied the project could not go ahead.  Cllr Dick proposed that provided it was within budget the parish council should assist with funding.  This was seconded by Cllr Cossey.  All in favour.

g) Worlingham Sign - Councillor Knights had spoken with Thurton Foundry and Cllr Culyer said Thurton Foundry had not received his e-mail.  He would send the information by disk through the post.  Cllr Knights said the Foundry would install the sign.

8. Correspondence

Cllr Knights read out a letter of resignation from Cllr Shepherd due to declining health.  Cllr Knights gave a vote of thanks for Cllr Shepherd’s work in the past.

SCC had sent in literature about the review of the mobile library service.  A response was required, if appropriate, by 31st March.    Cllr Dick said this was a service appreciated by the parish and the Clerk was to be asked to write a letter of thanks for the service.

SCC Environmental and Transport had written regarding a local safety scheme

An e-mail had been received from Doug Sergeant regarding street lighting around the Sheridan Walk and Woodland Avenue area.  This latter area was very dark and the Clerk was to be asked to contact the street lighting department to see whether a further light could be installed in Woodland Avenue.

SCC had sent in literature regarding Avian flu

SALC had sent in literature about future events

WDC had sent in a letter of thanks for the Local Development Framework representations.  Cllr Taylor said he had opposed some of the sites on the preferred options plan

9. Planning Applications

DC/07/0497/TEL – installation of 1no. 3000mm transmission dish on a 15m slimline monopole with associated cabling and equipment panel by Anglian Water Services Ltd.  It was resolved to approve this application with two comments – perhaps all mobile networks should use this site for better reception and it should be finished in either brown or green so as not to be obtrusive.

DC/07/0374/FUL – conversion of garage to residential room by Mr D Robinson.  It was resolved to approve this application with the comments that off road parking should be made available or parking be created at the front of the property to prevent parking on the road as the property is on the inside of a left hand bend.

Planning Correspondence

The Broads Authority had written to inform members of a meeting regarding their role in planning from 1st April.  Unfortunately the meeting had been held the previous evening.

SCC had passed the retention of a pre-fabricated building for the Worlingham Playgroup at the Worlingham CEVCP School.  This to expire on 25th April 2010.

WDC had granted the application for 10 Kempton Cross, the Barrett Grandchildren Trust and 4 Rectory Lane.

WDC had written to inform members of £878 S106 funding available for the Garden Lane play area.

BESL had written inviting members to a Broadland Flood Alleviation Project Stakeholder exhibition on 3rd April from 10.30 am to 8 pm at the Acle War Memorial Recreation Centre.  Cllr Knights to attend if possible.

10.   Meetings attending by Councillors

 No reports

11. Finance

The following cheques were presented for authorisation:-

Inland Revenue – Tax and N.I. £269.64

WDC – dog bins £1226.51

Suffolk Acre subscription - £20

Woolwich Building Society transfer - £5,000

Cllr Knights travel expenses - £7.61

Cllr Burgess approved the statement of accounts and this was seconded by Cllr Dick

12.  Councillors questions/matters from above

Cllr Dick asked about a charity speaker for the Annual Parish Meeting and several suggestions were made without a final decision being made.

Cllr Dick informed members that the Clerk had passed the CiLCA examination and asked the Chairman to write a “well done” letter to her.

13. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th April 2007 at 7.30pm.

Meeting closed at 9.00pm

Chairman ……………………………………………………………..

Dated ………………………………………………………………….
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