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1.0 Introduction

1.1 This is the first of what will be an annual report on Children Missing Education (CME) in Suffolk. The report is intended as a brief overview of the issue in the county. 

1.2 Suffolk County Council is committed to ensuring that all children and young people receive their entitlement to an education appropriate to their age and aptitude.  

1.3 In Suffolk the vast majority of children and young people attend school regularly. There are however a small number of children who go missing from education and these children are vulnerable in a number of ways.

1.4 A child or young person is missing from education if they are of compulsory school age (age 5-16) and they do not have a school place and no alternative education arrangements have been made for them.

1.5 A child is not classed as missing from education if they have a school place but are not attending regularly or they are being home educated or they are in temporary alternative provision such as a Pupil Referral Unit.
1.6 Children Missing from Education fall into two broad categories. The first category is those whose whereabouts and circumstances are known to the local authority but who have, for whatever reason, been out of education for four school weeks or more. The second category are those who are “lost”; children who have apparently disappeared; the authority knows neither where they are nor anything of their circumstances or possibly even of their existence. 

1.7 Both of these categories of children and young people may be being denied the right to receive an appropriate education as well as being vulnerable and exposed to a greater risk of harm. Neither situation is acceptable and it is the responsibility of all agencies that work with children and young people to support in addressing.

1.8 Suffolk County Council is committed to:

· ensuring that all children who are registered at school or alternative provision attend regularly and that cases of poor attendance are followed up as quickly as possible;

· identifying children who fail to transfer to middle or upper/high schools after Years 4, 6 or 8;

· ensuring that immediate steps are put in place to try to locate children who go missing from school in Suffolk and that assistance is given to other local authority areas from which children are missing;

· following up on cases of children who are found without any educational provision;

· reducing the number of children excluded from school and the numbers of days’ schooling lost to exclusion;

· monitoring children whose parents elect to educate them out of school within the powers available to LAs

· Maintaining a database of children who appear to be missing from education

· Working closely with other Local Authorities to locate children who appear to be missing

2.0 What we have achieved over the past year
2.1 Over the past year considerable effort has been made to develop a more robust and sustainable approach to meeting our duties with regard to children missing education. This process started with a review and re write of the county councils policy for this area and the business case for a dedicated CME officer. Suffolk was one of the only LAs in the region not to have dedicated staff working in this area. 

2.2 To summarise our achievements we have:

· Identified a number of children and young people missing from education in Suffolk

· Where children and their families could not be found there details were up loaded to the national CME data base

· Identified in Suffolk a number of children who went missing in other LAs

· Developed a single Central CME database

· Redrafted the Policy

· Shared the  policy across CYP, the wider county council and multi agency partners

· Created a database of key contacts in other agencies

· Developed quick and easy notification routes

· Extensively publicised CME issues

· Created new CME pages on the county council website and on schools surf

· Printed a distributed leaflets

· Appointed a dedicated CME officer (September 2009)

3.0 What is the scale of the issue in Suffolk during 2008-09?

3.1 There are approximatly100,000 children in Suffolk schools and education provisions. As previously stated the vast majority of these children attend school regularly. During the autumn and spring terms of the academic year 2008-09 (the period that the DCSF measure school attendance) Suffolk’s overall attendance rates where in the top quartile of performance nationally.

3.2 To quantify this issue in Suffolk, during the 2008-09 academic year investigations and notifications led to 112 children being identified as missing from education. As a result of work by the Education Attendance Service 84 of these children were tracked down and provision put in place for them. Such investigations involve going to known or last known addresses and enquiring directly into the whereabouts of families and children.

3.3 Following these enquiries 28 children were not found and their names and details were uploaded to the national database. These children will remain on the national database until they are located.

3.4 At present there are no national statistics against which to benchmark the level of CME in Suffolk. During 2009-2010 it is our intention to make informal approaches to neighbouring LAs in order to attempt a local benchmarking exercise.

3.5 It is also worth noting that we would expect the numbers of to possibly increase next year not because more children are missing from education but as a result of our processes becoming more rigorous
	Year
	Area
	Aged

5 - 7
	Aged

8 - 11
	Aged 

12 - 14
	Aged 

15 - 16
	Total for year

	2007/8
	South
	----------
	         1
	          4
	----------
	         5

	
	West
	  N O N
	E     R   E    
	   C  O   R  
	 D    E   D
	

	
	North
	        7
	       19
	        23
	         8
	       57

	
	Suffolk
	        7
	       20
	        27
	         8
	       62

	2008/9
	South
	        4
	         7 
	          5
	          3
	       19

	
	West
	      18
	       21
	        12
	        10
	       61

	
	North
	        4
	         8
	        17
	          3
	       32

	
	Suffolk
	      26 
	       36
	        34
	       16
	     112


4.0 What we need to do in 2009-10

4.1 Building on the work that has been undertaken at pace over the past year we are keen to further raise the profile of this issue in Suffolk. In addition with a dedicated CME Officer in place we are able to be much more proactive in tracking children once they have been identified to prevent them going missing from education again.

4.2 In the coming year we will be concentrating on:

· Developing regional benchmarking

· Further developing the CME database

· Improving data collection with regard to Common Transfer Files

· Improving the use of the DCSF S2S database

· Continuing to raise the profile of CME amongst professionals in Suffolk

· Continuing to publicise CME to the public in Suffolk

· Offering training opportunities for teams to gain a greater understanding of CME

· Beginning to consider the raising of the school leaving age and the implication for CME

5.0 What should you do if we suspect a child is missing from education?

5.1 It is important that any officer of the county council notifies the Education Attendance service if they suspect a child is missing from education. Appendix 1 sets out how this can be done. If you would like further information regarding please contact:

Bettina Lambert: 

Children Missing Education Officer

Education Attendance Service

St. Edmund House

Rope Walk

Ipswich

Suffolk

IP4 1NF

E-mail: CME@suffolk.gov.uk


Tel: 01473-581496

Fax: 01473-584816

Appendix 1

Children Missing Education – A quick guide for partner Agencies

Suffolk County Council is committed to quickly identifying children missing from education and securing appropriate provision for them as quickly as possible. In order to achieve this goal the county council needs the help and assistance of all agencies that come into contact with children and families
Who is a child missing from education?

A child or young person is missing from education if they are of compulsory school age (age 5-16 – children are required to attend school to the end of the academic year in which they become 16) and they do not have a school place and no alternative education arrangements have been made for them.

A child is not classed as missing from education if they have a school place but are not attending regularly or they are being home educated or they are in temporary alternative provision such as a Pupil Referral Unit.

Some children and young people are at greater risk of going missing from education. These include:

· looked after children

· young runaways

· children permanently excluded from school

· young carers

· children from transient families

· teenage mothers

· young offenders

· children of homeless families, perhaps living in temporary accommodation

· children living in women’s refuges

· children with long term medical or emotional problems

· unaccompanied asylum seekers

· children of refugees or asylum seeking families

· children in new immigrant families not yet established in the UK

· children from families in the army

Children missing from education are at much greater risk of:

· physical harm

· becoming involved in crime

· demonstrating anti-social behaviour

· abusing drugs and alcohol

· sexual exploitation

· being illegally employed

· forced marriages 

It is vital therefore that the local authority, schools and other agencies work closely together to help safeguard children.

Why do children go missing from education? 

Children fall out of the education system for a variety of reasons, these can include: 

· failing to start appropriate provision and hence never entering the system; 

· moving out of the independent sector

· ceasing to attend, due to exclusion or parental withdrawal; 

· failing to complete a transition between providers (e.g. being unable to find a suitable school place after moving to a new LA); 

· failing to make the transition between phases (e.g. primary to secondary transfer); or 

· are part of a transient or mobile population. 

How can you help?


Identifying children who go missing from education requires all agencies that come across children and families to be vigilant in alerting the Education Attendance Service if they suspect a child is not in receipt of education.

Given the safeguarding issues and the fact that we know that children who are missing from education are potentially vulnerable in a number of ways it is essential that all agencies notify the Education Attendance Service without delay.

Help us to keep children safe and ensure that they receive an appropriate education. 

If you suspect that a child is missing from education please use the form below to notify the Children Missing Education Officer immediately. 

If you are uncertain as to the child’s educational status do not hesitate in making the referral. We would rather trace the child and find that they are not missing from education than let a child fall through the net.

By making a referral to the Children Missing Education Officer you are supporting us to keep children in Suffolk safe.

If you would like to discuss Children Missing Education in general or arrange a briefing for your team please contact Bettina Lambert using the address below.

Thank you for your support


Education Attendance Service
NOTIFICATION TO THE SUFFOLK EDUCATION ATTENDANCE SERVICE OF A CHILD NOT ATTENDING SCHOOL (NMAF1)

This form should be completed by any Agency undertaking an assessment or being aware of a child of compulsory school age who does not appear to be registered at a school or in receipt of education or other provision arranged by the Local Authority.   

NAME OF CHILD: 

DOB
:

ETHNICITY:

PARENTS/CARERS NAMES:

ADDRESS:

REASON FOR INVOLVEMENT OF AGENCY MAKING NOTIFICATION AND ANY OTHER RELEVENT INFORMATION:

NAME OF PERSON COMPLETING FORM:

AGENCY:

DATE:

E-MAIL

PHONE NUMBER:

PLEASE RETURN TO:
Bettina Lambert: 

Children Missing Education Officer

Education Attendance Service

St. Edmunds House

Rope Walk

Ipswich

Suffolk

IP4 1NF

E-mail: CME@suffolk.gov.uk


Tel: 01473-581496

Fax: 01473-584816
