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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 8 March 2010 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam (Vice-Chairman), J Formby, M Appleby, B Kemp, T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer ((MSDC and SCC) – Part of), 5 members of the public

Apologies:
Noted from K Knights and Suffolk Police
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting.

2. Declaration of Interest: None received. 

3. Minutes of Meeting held 11 January 2010: The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
4. Village Forum: No matters raised.
5. Reports:

5.1. SCC: A Stringer
· Broadband: Possible funding available from EERA for improved internet access.  Frustrated residents can log on to www.erebusonline.org.uk and give evidence to support bid for funding.
· Local Government Review: Suffolk Unitary put on hold until convention to achieve unity between existing district and county councils can be held.

· Budget Setting: SCC’s budget enshrined at last week’s full Council Meeting.

5.2. MSDC: A Stringer
· Thornham Walks: Alternative funding being sourced in bid to save Thornham Walks from closing.
· Affordable Housing: In first 9 months of current financial year, 42 dwellings completed (further 40 units expected to be completed) against revised target of 60 for the full year.  Application for 113 units, as part of Snoasis development, currently being processed.

· Ipswich St Redevelopment, Stowmarket: Public Enquiry scheduled for 27 April 2010.
· N Merriam raised issue of amount of pot holes on local roads.  A Stringer confirmed that budget in place to rectify and resurfacing is being carried out.

· Village Litter Pick:  Saturday, 17 April 2010 - all welcome at Village Hall for 10 am start.
5.3. Suffolk Police: Report received - read by Clerk
· Reported Crimes: No reported crimes since January 2010.
· Thefts: Lead has been taken from roofs/windows of churches in area.

· Farmwatch: Initiative to prevent farm related crime by establishing working relationships.
· Anti-social Behaviour: Warning of possible increase due to lighter evenings.

· Neighbourhood Police Meetings: Scheduled for 7 April 2010 at The White Horse, Badwell Ash at 7.00 pm, 12 May 2010 at The Sports and Social Club, Old Newton at 7.00 pm.

5.4. Parish Clerk 

· Rose Lane: SCC agreed for Rose Lane to be re-classified as “No Through Road”.  New sign to be erected near telegraph pole opposite entrance.

· Thornham Walks: Email sent supporting this facility.  MSDC’s proposed budget for 2010/11 received (copy in Circulation File) confirming alternative funding to be sourced.

· Emergency Plan: District Emergency Planning Officer agreed to attend May Meeting (see Item 10).
5.5. Parish Councillors

· Church Lane:  Thanks given to the Palmers for promptly coppicing Laurel hedge at Wickham Hall.

· Tree Works on The Green: Working party gathered on 20 February 2010.  Thanks given to all who turned out – positive feedback has been received from residents.

· Toad Watch: M Appleby advised that rota in place. 
· Road Safety Initiative: J Formby advised that Health & Safety Officer has identified 3 sites for 
Speed Watch.  Training will be held in Village Hall – more volunteers welcomed.
· Local Thefts: N Merriam advised that parish of Thornham has seen an increase in thefts in the village.

6. Correspondence Received: 
· Letter of thanks received from Lunch Club for allocation of Locality Grant funds towards purchase of new hostess trolley.
· Suffolk Energy Challenge: Residents can now monitor electricity consumption by borrowing monitor from mobile library.
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7. Finance: 

7.1. Financial Position: 
· B Kemp presented accounts as at 28 February 2010, showing bank balance of £1,750.50.  
· N Merriam requested Clerk to obtain quote for Grass Cutting.  
· The following invoices were approved for payment:

· Suffolk ACRE Membership Renewal
£25.00

· Village Hall Hire
£50.00

7.2. Internal Accounts Audit and Control Review:  B Kemp advised that annual review had been conducted.  All Councillors in agreement for Review to be signed off by Treasurer and Clerk in readiness for Internal Audit.
7.3. Annual Governance Statement:  Copy Statement circulated to Councillors prior to meeting.  B Kemp read out statements which were approved by Councillors.
8. Planning Matters:  
8.1. Planning Applications: No 0096/10 – Erection of 3 wind turbine generators at Eye Airfield Industrial Estate.  No comments were submitted.
8.2. Planning Decisions: No 0137/10 (previously 2680/09): 14 Grange Road.  Permission has now been GRANTED to lay block paving. 
9. Parish Council Vacancy:  No interest received following newsletter advertisement.  Members of Parish Council would be very pleased to hear from any interested residents.

10. Matters for next Agenda: None raised, however, it was agreed that District Emergency Planning Officer visit should be postponed from next meeting as Annual Parish Meeting being held.
11. Next Meeting: 10 May 2010 - Annual Parish Meeting to commence at 7.30 pm.  Residents are invited to attend and annual reports invited from all village groups.  Lunch Club kindly volunteered to provide refreshments – all welcome!
Meeting closed at 8.45 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










