BARHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 4th January 2010 at 7.00p.m. in the Church Hall.

Present: T Girling (Chairman), J Risbrow, H Whitefield, J Lea, N Cooper, G Musson, C Stokes, D Milward, D Mayhew, R Farrow (Clerk), M Redbond (District Councillor), PC A Yeldham and PC V Whitrow

1.
Apologies: J Field (County Councillor)

2
Members declaration of interest – none

3.
Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2009 were signed by the Chairman as being a true record.

4
Matters arising:


a) Possible vacancy for a parish councillor:  Mr Cooper has expressed his wish remain on the parish council.   Therefore no vacancy exists.


b) Gipping Valley Surgery:  There is a meeting to be held shortly which will be attended by all parties concerned.


c) Barham Picnic Site Working Party report:  Following a meeting of the Working Party on 8th December, an action plan has been put forward with proposed timescales. It is noted however, that not all the recommendations put forward by the Parish Council (following a visit to the site) have been included in the proposals.  Mrs Whitefield considered that the emphasis should be on attracting families from the local community as well as from further a field, to a countryside area that caters for all age groups.

It was agreed that more members of the PC should attend the next meeting on 15th January in order to put across our vision for the area.

Matters such as obtaining additional funding and a possible survey were raised.  Mr Girling stated that additional funding required will be secured by SCC.

d) Future Open Space funding:   Mr Girling gave details of further Section 106 funding that is available following the developments at Hall Farm and at land adjacent to 98 Norwich Road.    The application process  requires that the money is available to support community-led projects as they come forward, rather than creating projects.


e) Future of the red telephone box:    Following enquiry, if the phone box is adopted, then the PC would be responsible for its upkeep.  Non adoption, then the phone box remains in service as at present.   It was agreed no action should be taken.

5.
Police Report:    PC Vince Whitrow introduced himself as new to our area. He reported that crimes for the period November and December 09 were greatly reduced compared to the same period the previous year.    He encouraged the public to attend SNT Tasking Meetings which are held monthly at different parishes in Mid Suffolk, this month being in the Community Centre on 21st January at 6.30p.m.  This is an opportunity for the public to discuss any issues and not just police matters, that they feel should be included in the tasking process.
6.
County Councillor’s Report: None

7.
District Councillor’s Report:   Mr Redbond gave his report (copy on file) 

8.
Chairman’s Report:  Mr Girling indicated that applying for Section106 funding must be done within 2 years; otherwise the money would be lost.   He reported that the Tasking meetings  held by the Safer Neighbourhood Team is a valuable opportunity for members of the public to speak of their concerns.  Messages can be sent through to the Team prior to the meeting by phone 01473 613500 or email Midsuffsouth.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 
9.
Highway matters – nothing to report

10.
Street lighting – nothing to report.

11.
Finance Matters:


A list of cheques issued since the last meeting was approved.


Minutes of the Finance sub-committee held on 1st December 2009 and the recommendations made therein were approved unanimously.   A precept for the year 2010/11 of £15.500 was agreed.
12.
Planning Matters:  Details given of planning applications that have been determined by MSDC.
13.
Correspondence:  Information has been received regarding the location of a polling station for Barham.  The proposal is to site a 20 x 8 foot container on Kirby Rise Green.   This was thought to be more appropriate than the Sports Pavilion as it is centrally located for the electors of Barham.

Comment was made that at a time of serious financial difficulties, this could be regarded as a waste of money.

14.
Reports from appointed reps:


Recreation Ground – no report


Village Hall – no report


Community Centre – Mr Musson reported that the AGM has recently taken place followed by a normal meeting.   Mrs Moore has decided to stand down as Chairman, but no-one has offered to take her place at present.  The new Treasurer has sorted out the accounts and plans are in hand to replace the furniture.

15.
Matters raised by members

16.
Date of next meeting – Monday 1st March 2010 in the Church Hall

