Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 9th March 2010 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.

Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer - Chairman, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Hammond – Fox,  Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights (arrived 7.35pm), Cllr Robbins. 
Also Present;

Mrs Beevor – Clerk,
11 Members of the public.
Insp. K Howell, PCSO Le Surf

Agenda

1.Apologies for absence.

Cllr Rogers,
Cllr Punt.  

1a. Declarations of Interest

Clerk read out details of the planning applications. There were no Declarations of Interests. 

1b. Co-option 

Jocelyn Pike has offered to be co-opted as a councillor following the notice of vacancy. 

It was resolved by all that Jocelyn should be co-opted with immediate effect. Declaration of Acceptance of Office signed. Register of Interest to be completed at end of meeting.  

2.  To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 9th February 2010.

On the proposal of Cllr Culyer, seconded by Cllr Holman, the minutes were agreed by all. Chairman to sign.
Meeting opened to the public.

a)  Report from police.

There have been 2 crimes since the beginning of February. Both were assaults. 

PCSO Le Surf advised that burglaries in Lowestoft have been an issue in recent weeks and asked that parishioners be mindful of this as the parish is fairly close to Lowestoft. 

PCSO Le Surf advised that the issues at Bluebell Way had been made a priority action point and that since setting the action point there had been 3 street meets to discuss the situation. Only one person had attended the Street meets.
b) Report from SCC

No Report. 

c) Report from WDC.

No report. 

d) Items from members of the public. 

A resident asked about the parachute school that has opened at Ellough and whether the parish council had been notified of the plans. Cllr Culyer confirmed that the parish council had declined the application due to concerns about noise affecting Worlingham residents but advised that WDC had approved the application. 

A resident asked about the previous ‘no balls’ sign at Ash Tree Close – WDC had advised that they would consider placing a new sign on the grass area directing people to the nearest play areas. Police confirmed that if actual damage is being incurred, this then is a police matter. 

Pot holes – a resident advised that there were pot holes on Woodland Ave by the pharmacy that needed attention. 

Residents from Bluebell Way asked whether the concrete pad should be removed as it was being used for motorbikes to stand on.   Insp. Howell was asked to respond – he advised that the police would have the power to take the bikes away if they were causing an issue. 

It was felt by council that the concrete pad was not the actual issue and that its removal would not stop the present problems. Police confirmed that Bluebell Way would stay as a priority until the situation had improved. 

 Laura Le Surf advised that as only one person had attended the street meets it was unclear as to what the local people wanted done to address the present problems in the area.  PCSO Le Surf confirmed that in her view the removal of the concrete pad would not address any of the real issues being experienced. 

After discussion council advised that it could consider placing something worthwhile onto the concrete such as a seat, bike stand, raised flower bed etc.  

Residents advised that the play area had had work carried out on it some 2 years ago but had been left again and was now in need of more repairs/refurbishment.    Discussion took place regarding the remedial works that are now required by WDC.     

The police re-emphasised that without the views of local residents being received as to what they did want for the area it was difficult for anyone to move forward with the situation.  

Cllr Culyer confirmed that residents would have to advise what they would like there, so that the parish council could then liaise with WDC.  

Both PCSO Le Surf and the Chairman offered to attend a residents meeting if required so that the matter could be moved forward. Residents to arrange. 

Meeting closed to public contribution.  

3. Chairman’s Report

a) Parish Plan consultation progress – The Good Neighbour meeting had taken place and there had been a reasonable response. Details to be placed in the next newsletter asking for more volunteers.  
b) Communications – Council reiterated that it had always been the intention for the parish council newsletter to run alongside the WNCB. 

Re Grapevine – any one approaching the parish council for advertising/ community news will be redirected to Grapevine once it is established in May. 

Parish Council newsletter – it was suggested that the newsletter could be folded prior to delivery to make it easier to post through letter boxes. 

c) Matters outstanding; 

i) Tree in memory of Cllr Burgess – has been planted. 

ii) Memorial Bench for Cllr Burgess – it was resolved that a budget of £1,000

would be made available for the memorial bench. All agreed. 

d) Annual Parish Meeting – Magpas have agreed to attend on 4th May 2010. 
4. Clerks Report and correspondence received. 

The general correspondence was made available to councillors. 

Youth Councils – there had been an article in the Beccles and Bungay Journal about the local High Schools who had set up a youth council which had met at the Town Hall in Lowestoft. 

It was felt that a youth council for Worlingham would still be appropriate and that any children living in Worlingham could join. Mention to be made in next newsletter.  

It was suggested that the idea of a youth council should be promoted through the youth club to see if anyone would be interested. Contact also to be made with the schools. 

Halesworth Voluntary Car Service – Cllr Hammond- Fox had contacted the scheme organisers who had confirmed that they could attend on 13th April.  Cllr Hammond-Fox to confirm arrangements with them. 

Halesworth Volunteer centre advise that they are presently helping 2 Worlingham families. In view of their request for a donation, the grant application form will be forwarded to them. 

5) Planning applications. 
DC/10/0182/ful - Erection of a single storey rear extension, lean to roof over porch and logia erection of detached garage in front garden  at Cranbrook, 31 Marsh Lane,  by Mr K Mace. 

After full discussion this application was refused on a majority. Planning considerations for this refusal were that it was out of character with teh street scene, and that there would be a loss of light for nearby residences.    

DC/10/0224/AME Non material alteration at Lark Rise, Lowestoft Road by Mr and Mrs Lees.  

It was resolved by all to approve the application. 

WDC Decisions 

DC/09/1196/ful – APPROVED. DC/09/1136/FUL – APPROVED. 

6. Feedback from meetings attended. 

a) SoRR- No SORR meetings had been held.  

b) SNT – The next meeting of the SNT team is on 17th March 2010 at 4pm.  

c) Gating Order – Works are now complete. 

e) Play Area group – Re Section 106 monies for Werel’s Loke. WDC are designing a games area for the location within which the Section 106 monies can be used. WDC will seek any planning permission that will be necessary and will carry out all necessary consultations as this is their open space area.  

It was suggested that the existing Basketball net at Werel’s Loke could be moved to Woodfield Park if it was no longer required in its present location. 

Other play area updates will be made once the Section 106 budget cost for the new items at Werel’s Loke is confirmed.  

f) Councillor Surgery – No residents attended the last surgery.

g) WCF/ RCP – No meeting held. WCF have offered to attend a council meeting or to meet on an alternative date to update councillors on possible grant availability. Date to be arranged.  

h) Salc meeting – next area meeting is 10th June 2010.  

i) Activities at school – Cllrs Rogers and Hammond-Fox have spoken to the schools about St Georges Day. 

Cllr Holman had visited the Primary School with the clerk to get the children’s ideas of what they would like the premises to be used for once they move to the Middle School. Children’s views to be sent to the SCC team dealing with SOR.  
7. Finance

a)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made.  

8. Matters Arising not dealt with in agenda and questions/ matters for a future agenda. 

a) Woodfield Park – is waterlogged. New sand required for under zip wire. 

b) All play areas – to be reviewed once Section 106 costs known for Werel’s Loke. 

c) Trees – Park Drive – quotes organised by Cllr Knights. Await receipt of quotes. 

d) Bus shelter Garden Lane – Graffiti has been scratched onto the bus shelter and panels need replacing. Quotes to be obtained for repairing/ refurbishing both bus shelters.  

e) Cllr Hammond- Fox will visit the partnership Scheme in Kessingland. 

f) Balance of finances of WNCB - Question was raised as to the monies left in the accounts of WNCB and whether these were to be returned to the 3 parish councils. Council was advised that from a copy of the constitution, the balances would be handed to charities.  

9) Date of next meeting

 Tuesday 13th April 2010 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Meeting closed at 8.40pm. 



Chairman ……………………………     Dated……………………….    
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