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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 10 March 2008 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam, J Formby, B Perks, T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC), J Clover (SCC), and 4 members of the public
Apologies: 
Noted from C Wright, K Knights and V Clarkson (Suffolk Police)


Accepted from D Abbott (Item 6)
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting
2. Declaration of Interest: None were registered
3. Minutes of Meeting held 14 January 2008: The Minutes were approved (proposed by J Formby, seconded by N Merriam) and signed by the Chairman. 
4. Village Forum: 

· M McCarthy suggested that volunteers should be allocated to the distribution of grit/salt next winter – to be included in a suitable edition of the newsletter.

· M McCarthy reiterated his concern regarding overgrown hedges at Sarah's Folly and Cat’s Paw as no action can be seen to have been taken.  Concern was also raised regarding the hedgerow at The Old Swan.

5. Reports:

5.1. SCC: J Clover

· Energy from Waste: SCC have identified a suitable site at Great Blakenham
· Budget: Government settlement for 08/09 £155m, £7m better than expected
· Council Tax: Increase will be 3.75% (less than rate of inflation and OAP’s increase)
· Speed Limits: Pilot study carried out in Mid Suffolk

· School Reorganisation: £45bn over 15 year period towards building schools for the future
· Boundary Committee: Local government to undergo structural review
5.2. MSDC: A Stringer

· MSDC Budget: Budget set with an increase of 4.5%
· Stowmarket’s Master Plan: Development plans officially unveiled and available on website

· Wingfield Arts Centre: MSDC have agreed to purchase and re-launch facility
· Council House Sale Discounts: Refunds to MSDC following the sale of tenant owned council properties are being investigated to include properties purchased by housing associations
· Bottle Banks: MSDC looking at using high-tec bottle banks from Sweden to eliminate noise
· Litter Pick: Scheduled for Saturday, 5 April commencing at 9.30 am from Village Hall
· Unitary Authority: MSDC threatened by unitary solutions
5.3. Suffolk Police: V Clarkson – no report received
5.4. Parish Clerk

· SCC contacted with regard to blocked pipes at Swan House and Daisy Green Lane
· Footpaths and Rights of Way arranged for the two footbridges over the Ford to be netted and all bridges to be inspected by end of February (Clerk to ask for bridge at Poplar Wood to be inspected)
· The Entry: Footpaths and Rights of Way confirmed that Land Registry does not have any ownership details for The Entry and, as there is no recorded width of the definite statement, they cannot take action as hedges do not obscure route
· Manor House: WSPC are in communication with Chapman and Pleasance regarding this development but, as yet, no confirmation has been received regarding the ‘making good’ of the road surface and the reseeding of The Green
· Salt/Grit: SuffolkACRE confirmed that not only Parish Councillors were insured to distribute; volunteers acting under the auspices of Parish Council would be covered by insurance policy

· Locality Grant:  A cheque in the sum of £365 has gratefully been received from SCC, allocated towards the rewiring work at St Andrews Church
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5.5
Parish Councillors
· S Sparrow met with Officers at St Andrews Close regarding the ditch drainage problems near Mr Martin’s.  WSPC to follow up this meeting with a letter to Orwell Housing/MSDC.
· Grass Cutting: It was agreed that the contract for 2008 be given to M A Downard.
· Annual Parish Meeting: It was agreed that the Parish Council AGM and Annual Parish Meeting would be held at the next meeting, 12 May 2008, commencing at 7.30 pm.

6. MSDC Enforcement Officer Visit – Item rescheduled for July’s meeting.

7. Correspondence Received: 

· The Audit Commission proposes to appoint BDO Stoy Hayward LLP as external auditor to WSPC for the 5 year period commencing 2007/08 accounts.
· As from 22 March 2008 there will be a vacancy at 5 St Andrews Close for a 2 bedroom bungalow.  Enquiries can be directed to the Clerk or Orwell Housing direct.

· SuffolkACRE have requested renewal of membership.  It was agreed to renew at a cost £25. 

· The C569 (Gislingham Road – The Broadway) will be closed for resurfacing works from 17-20 March.

· Clerk’s Telephone Expenses of £40.50 for May 07-Feb 08 submitted and approved for payment.
· All other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

8. Finance

8.1. Financial Position as at 29 February 2008:  No report received.
8.2. Internal Accounts Audit and Control Review: The Accounts and Audit Regulations (Amended) 2006 now require Parish Councils to carry out a review of the effectiveness of internal audit/ systems of control and consider its findings.
9. Planning Matters:

9.1. Planning Applications: 
9.1.1. Ref: 0328/08 - Ayton, The Green: Tree removal and pruning works - Approve
9.1.2. Ref: 0030/08 - Erection of two turbines in Wyverstone (Potash Farm, Potash Lane) – No Comment
9.1.3. Ref: 0428/08: Hillside, The Broadway: Two storey and single storey extensions to existing dwelling and new garage/store following demolition of existing outbuilding – plans requested
9.1.4. Ref: 0688/08 Ayton, The Green: Erection of conservatory, following demolition of existing conservatory - Approve
9.2. Planning Decisions:
9.2.1. Ref: 0698/06 – Pear Tree Cottage: The appeal regarding ‘use as garden land’ associated with Pear Tree Cottage has been allowed
10. Play Area for Children:  The practicalities of providing a play area were discussed.  The subject will be included in the newsletter with all points of view welcomed to B Perks.
11. Matters for next Agenda: 
· Trees situated around The Green
12. Next Meeting: 12 May 2008 at 7.30 pm (to include Parish Council AGM and Annual Parish Meeting)
Meeting closed at 9.30 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










