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BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4 February 2009 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, D Pettitt, M Millett, K Cummings, W Martineau, C Bullock, P Callear, C Cllr J Spicer 

Apologies for absence. 

None received

1. Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 14 January 2009 signed and approved as a correct record. 

Meeting Adjourned

2. Meeting Open to the Public

3. Report of County Councillor: J Spicer

3.1 Hepworth Road pavement

The Clerk contacted John Goodyear to ask if Suffolk County Council will be responsible for the reinstatement of wall, hedges etc. His response was probably, but he was unable to confirm this definitely until he has spoken to each owner and found out what their stance is.  So far he has only had one telephone call in reply to the encroachment letters and plan sent out last year so did not know what the owner's / tenant's views are.  Until he gets those replies he cannot progress the scheme any further. Cllr Spicer will contact Mr Goodyear to ask for a reminder letter to be sent to the residents asking for them to reply before the first Wednesday in March so that the project can be advanced.

4. Report of Borough Councillor: D Ray

Cllr Ray had no report to make.

5. Report of Community Police Officer

No report was received.

Meeting reconvened

6. Matters Arising from the Minutes

6.1 Hepworth Road footpath. See under Cllr Spicer’s report.

6.2 Land ownership, Cricket Meadow. 

The Clerk has written to the executor of the late Mr Lingwood’s Estate to make enquiries regarding land ownership at the Cricket Meadow.

6.3 Memorial plots in Cemetery

In order to address the problem of returning the cemetery to its lawn condition Mark Bleay visited the Cemetery to look at the trees at the back of the cemetery over hanging the new graves. He reported that the left hand one is a Lime and the right a Norway maple. The lime is multi stemmed making unstable, as it grows larger. At the very least he would crown lift it to let the light in underneath the canopy. He would also remove some of the more seriously leaning stems.  In an ideal world with a large budget he would re coppice the lime. That would make it safe for the foreseeable future. It would let a lot of light in and would be easy and therefore cheaper to repeat at regular intervals. The Maple sheds a very dense shade he would crown lift it and try to reduce the diameter of the crown and would also suggest thinning the canopy which should allow a bit more light in. He said that access from the garden would help. The gravestones are an obvious hazard and are bound to ad to the price of the job. To do everything he suggested would probably cost in the region of £1200.00 though he did reserve the right to provide a proper quote depending on exactly how much we would want done and what access would be available. He asked if the trees are protected and if so the pointed out that the Borough Council officer would want a say in it. It was agreed that, as literature from other landscape gardeners had recently been received, that they would be approached to hear their views on the matter.                                        Action Clerk
 6.4 Maintenance of Pound Corner. 

The Clerk has been in contact with John Boutcher, Assistant west Area Highways Manager, at Suffolk County Council, regarding cobblestone edging at Pound Corner.  He will need an update on the road conditions adjacent to the green, which he can arrange in the next few weeks. Current practice permit’s a shared approach to funding such a layout, with the County Council carrying out concurrent maintenance work in the vicinity to reduce overheads such as establishing the Traffic Management and reshaping the road edge. He seemed to recall that there was a desire to add a paved feature in the middle of the green too. He also said that in principal, it might well be possible to revisit the idea. It was suggested that a meeting might be appropriate to discuss more detail. The Clerk is currently arranging this.
6.5 Streetlight Survey.

The Clerk has made contact with Richard Webster from Suffolk County council to make arrangements for a survey to be carried out. Adequate lighting in church Road was vital if CCTV cameras were to be fitted. (See below)

7. Chairman’s Report

7.1 Meeting with Crime Reduction Officer/ CCTV

A meeting was held with Bernard Plume, Crime Reduction Officer from Suffolk Constabulary, Sheena 

Tate, the chairman and the Clerk. The idea of a lockable gate was discussed for the play area. This 

would necessitate someone locking and unlocking the gate and it was agreed that this should be a 

paid position. The Clerk will investigate this idea further. It was also suggested that a CCTV camera in 

Church Road, which would be able to monitor the shop, school, lay-by and Post office. The Clerk will 

get some prices for this. Both suggestions will be discussed at the March meeting.      Action Clerk
7.2 Date for Annual Parish and Annual Parish Council meetings
A date of May 6th was agreed. Cllr Last will ask the Brownies if they can leave early so the Annual 

Parish meeting can be held at 7.00 and the Annual Parish Council meeting can start at 7.30.

8.Clerk’s Report.

8.1 Councillor/ Chairman’s Training. 

A date of Saturday 18 April was agreed for the Councillor Training. The Clerk asked the Councillors to confirm their attendance.  Councillors Last, Millett, Martineau, Pettitt and Callear would like to attend. 

                                                                                                                                              Action Clerk

8.2 Spar Shop.

The Clerk received an email to say the Geoff Hallam is in receipt of our second letter dated 13th January 2009 and could only apologise for not replying sooner but it appears that our first letter was never received. Mr Hallam is currently dealing with the matter with the Regional Manager and their maintenance department. He will be in touch as soon as he has some further information for us.

9. Play Area. 

Groundwork’s. 

This is still ongoing.

10. Youth Shelter
Combination Football/basketball Goal

The Clerk is waiting to hear from the Parks Officer at St Edmundsbury Borough Council regarding the above matter; this will be discussed again at the March meeting.

11. Community Emergency Plan: Cllr Last

Cllr Last had purchased a wind up torch and was still waiting for David Bird to get back to her with the other equipment for the emergency box.

12. Report from Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Last

Cllr Last had no report to make.

13. Report from Warden, Aggie’s Piece, to Include Footpaths and Trees: Cllr Millett

Aggies Piece

Someone is camping at Aggies Piece. Cllr Millett has spoken to him and was assured that he would be gone before the weekend.

Footpaths and Trees

These are all clear. Planting has been delayed due to the bad weather,

New Cemetery

See under item6.3

14. Report from Communications Officer: Cllr Callear

Cllr Callear had no report to make.

15. Report from Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings

Cllr Cummings had no report to make.

16.Village Caretakers report

Activity since the last report has been somewhat dictated by the weather.  I have had to make a first cut of the grass around the Village Hall, along Hopton Road and in the Old Cemetery before its length became unmanageable.  I have done some basic maintenance on the mower (lubrication, bolt tightening) but it remains in generally good mechanical condition.

A safety strap has been ripped off one of the toddlers’ swings in the Play Area; probably as it was manhandled out of the way to form a makeshift set of goalposts (again).  A new strap has been ordered and I have tied a length of cord in place to provide a temporary replacement.

There has been evidence of a couple of al fresco parties (one at Aggies and one on the Cricket Meadow) but, on both occasions, the party-goers seem to have tidied up after themselves.

17. Boundary committee local Government Review

Correspondence from St Edmundsbury Borough Council was circulated amongst the Councillors.
18. Local Development Framework Core Strategy 

No correspondence received                          

18. Planning Matters

St Edmundsbury Borough Council has approved the following application.

SE/08/1661 Hollow Lane Farm, Bury Road, Market Weston

SE/08/1699 Land Off B1111, Opposite Sandy Lane. Barningham.

19.Correspondence

Age Concern Suffolk, Food ‘n’ Friends Club, Cllr Last will consider this idea along side the village Social 

Club.

20. Accounts

The following accounts were approved for payment:

Steve Wilson                                                                       £412.55 (includes pay rise)

Vicki Gay                                                                             £472.72

H M Revenue & Customs Only                                           £127.54

Vicki Gay                                                                             £24.74

Tripp Batt, oil                                                                       £2.85

N Webber, cemetery spoils                                                 £50.00

Trendex, stationary                                                              £94.94

BT, line rental                                                                       £42.31 

21. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow)

Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

22. Questions to the Chair

23. Date of next meeting: 4th March 2009

No further business, meeting closed.
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