
MINUTES of the 199th Meeting of Great Glemham Parish Council held at 7:00pm on Friday, 18 February 2011 in the Village Hall

PRESENT: Mrs J Beaumont; J Cross (Chair); J Duggan; Mrs E Lewis; P Lincoln; Ms C Palmier; N Redman (Hon Clerk); M Runnacles.  IN ATTENDANCE: Oliver Close-Brooks of Energy Innovations, PCSO Mary Thompson; and four electors.  APOLOGIES:  D McIver (family commitment); D Inman (work commitment).  ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:  The Chair stated that: a new item, ELECTIONS, would be introduced by the Hon Clerk.  MINUTES:  The minutes of the special meeting held on 3 December were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record.  INTERESTS:  The Hon Clerk advised and the Chair agreed that signatories to and supporters of a 2006 petition for the provision of a playspace need no longer declare personal interests in relation to the open space: the open space had now been provided and was an asset of the village and the parish council was now dealing with the management of it rather than the provision of it.  P Lincoln declared a personal interest in relation to the open space item as a neighbouring owner.  

POLICE REPORT:  The Chair invited PCSO Thompson to give a report at the outset as she was required to return soon to Framlingham where the gas supply had been accidently cut off.  PCSO Thompson reported that in the period from 1 December 2010 to 16 February 2011 there had been two crimes committed in the village (compared with five in the equivalent period in 2009/2010).  Both crimes were believed to have happened on the night of 21/22 January and involved wooden house signs.  In one case, Pound Farm Cottages, the crime was theft; in the other, Pauls Grove Farm, criminal damage.  PSCO Thompson felt that the crimes were likely to have been committed by juveniles and were linked to similar crimes in other nearby locations.  Suspicious behaviour should be reported to her.  She also distributed a sheet containing hints and tips to owners of heating oil tanks as there had been a spate of thefts of oil.  The Chair thanked PCSO Thompson for her attendance at what was plainly a busy time.  

SUSTAINABILITY:  The Chair introduced Oliver Close-Brooks, the technical director of Energy Innovations based in Theberton.  Mr Close-Brooks explained that bio-mass boilers burned non-fossil fuels.  In most cases the fuel was wood (sometimes as logs but more often as wood chips or wood pellets) and gases produced by burning that fuel were also burned.  Mr Close-Brooks went on to show how various properties (domestic and commercial) could be efficiently heated by bio-mass boilers, covering various issues including: delivery to site and storage on site of fuel; delivery of fuel to the boiler; ash removal; the operation of the Renewable Heating Directive (which is a kind of subsidy or incentive to use bio-mass heating).  The Chair thanked Mr Close-Brooks on behalf of all present for a stimulating talk.  The Hon Clerk asked Mr Close-Brooks for a copy of his slides which contained a good deal of information that would be useful to anyone present wishing to find out more about bio-mass heating systems.  

Also under sustainability, J Duggan advised that a new order for products from the ethically-driven supplier, SUMA, was in the course of being prepared and the Hon Clerk pointed out that the parish council bank account had been moved to the Co-operative Bank in view of its policies on (among other things) sustainability.  

PLANNING:  The Chair reported that: application C/10/2878, relating to the installation of a wind-powered pump and a hand pump, had been permitted; application C/10/3118, relating to minor amends to a scheme that the parish council had earlier supported, had been permitted (the Chair had decided not to convene a meeting to consider this matter); application C/10/3192, relating to the creation of an entrance on to Low Road from High Grove Farm Wood, was pending (P Lincoln, in the absence of the Chair, had decided not to convene a meeting to consider this matter) [Hon Clerk's post meeting note - the application has been permitted]; consultation on the Local Development Framework had closed; application C/11/0191, relating to the installation of a wind turbine and associated infrastructure at Parham Airfield, would be considered at a special meeting which had been convened and would take place at 7pm on 4 March in the village hall.

As to application C/10/3236, relating to the installation of a satellite dish at the village hall, the Hon Clerk noted that the correspondence that he had received as the applicant showed that the consultation period would expire on 4 February.  However, a notice posted by SCDC outside the village hall showed that such period would run till 4 March.  David Lewis of the village hall committee, who was in attendance reported that he had spoken to SCDC about the discrepancy: SCDC would be deciding the matter in early March.  

As to application C/11/0191, the Hon Clerk noted that the application and supporting papers were available on SCDC's website.  However, some documents were difficult to download and he had obtained two bound copies of the papers for circulation among parish councillors before the special meeting.  He asked that whoever was in possession of the papers on 4 March should bring them to the meeting.  The Hon Clerk pointed out that SCDC's decision would be driven largely by planning policies: SCDC's own policies (which were available on its website) and national policies (which were available on the Communities department website).  He would be preparing a brief on the relevant content of such policies for the Chair, who would (if he approved it) circulate this to parish councillors.  It was agreed that the Hon Clerk would seek to discover the output of the Gaia turbines referred to by Mr Simon Weeks of the Cookpole Energy Group when he came to the 198th meeting on 3 December 2010 and the output of the turbine in Cransford, which was apparently operated by the applicant.  ACTION - HON CLERK.
DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT: There was no report from Councillor Hart.

FINANCE:  Bank account:  The Hon Clerk reiterated that the parish council's bank account had been moved to the Co-operative Bank in view of that organisation's policies on sustainability, ethical investment and financial stability.  2011/2012 Budget: This was approved.  A copy is appended in the minute book.  Expenditure:  The following sums were approved: £24 (including VAT) for the Chair's attendance at the SALC event on collaboration, as to which see below (note that this was not budgeted, but felt to be appropriate given the changing role of parish councils under SCC's New Strategic Direction and the level of the parish council's reserves); £35 for the renewal of the parish council's data licence (which was budgeted); £70 to the Disability Advice Service in Woodbridge under "section 137" powers below (note that this was not budgeted, but felt to be appropriate given organisation's falling revenue from central government grants and in view of the level of the parish council's reserves); the cost of hire of the village hall (at going rates) for this meeting, for the relief and refreshment of those volunteering to plant up the open space on 20 February, for the special meeting on 4 March and for a meeting to be set on a date to be agreed with a view to dealing with nomination forms in relation to elections (see below).  ACTION - HON CLERK.  Annual governance statement:  The Hon Clerk read out the statement required by the auditors.  This was agreed and the parish council duly resolved that the Hon Clerk could make it when concluding the 20101/2011 audit.  ACTION - HON CLERK.  Balances (before the expenditure authorised above and to the nearest pound):  Total - £3,030 comprising: £1,078 held for open space friends (£1,000 had been granted by Councillor Colin Hart from his locality budget for trees and hedges and was about to be spent); £246 unspent recycling revenue; £139 unspent donations made by supporters of the K6 kiosk; £360 unspent donations made for the upkeep of the war memorial; £1,207 general funds.

REFUSE/RECYCLING:  Tins and cans:  The Hon Clerk related that SCDC had decided not to deal with the recycling of tins and cans at the facilities in New Road from 1 April 2011 in order to save money and also in view of the fact that tins and cans could be recycled at the doorstep by use of blue-lidded bins.  He would ask that an extra bin for glass be supplied at the New Road facilities.  J Duggan would look into whether a locally based scheme could be established despite the onerous legislative provisions relating to storage and transfer of waste. ACTION - HON CLERK/J DUGGAN.  Litter pick:  SCDC continued to support voluntary litter picks and J Duggan had kindly agreed to organise a litter pick in the Spring.  ACTION - J DUGGAN.
OPEN SPACE: An application under the community spaces part of the National Lottery had not succeeded.  Hedging was laid by a group of 38 people (including children) on 12 December: this had been provided by the SCDC Hedges and Tree Scheme and a contribution had been gratefully received from the Chair's business, Glemham Underwriting.  P Lincoln reported the locality grant budget referred to above: this would be used for the purchase of trees and some further hedging.  M Runnacles had sourced trees from Crown Nursery and hedges from Swanns and, in the case of the hedging, negotiated a discount: he would also deal with the transport of the trees and hedges to the site: payment was to be made out of the funds held in relation to the open space.  The additional trees and hedges would be planted, in line with the scheme drawn up by Christine Fisher (landscape architect) at a second planting day to be held on 20 February.  

P Lincoln also reported on discussions with the village hall committee, which had reserved (for the moment) its requirement for a paved path round the edge of its car park but requested the installation of an obstacle to prevent children from entering into the car park at speed from the bridge.  The obstacle would comprise wooden posts with horizontal bars spaced to deter children of various ages but in a way that such bars could be unlocked and removed in order to allow access of mowing machinery into the open space.  The obstacle would have to be sited in a way which allowed access into the open space of push chairs and wheelchairs.  ACTION - P LINCOLN.
The Hon Clerk reported that he had spoken with Mr Andrew Ryan of Countrystyle PLC, the operators of the Parham composing plant.  Countrystyle was happy to support local schemes and Mr Ryan was impressed with the layout and location of the open space.  He invited the Hon Clerk to submit estimates for necessary work which he would be happy to consider favourably.  ACTION - P LINCOLN.
P Lincoln reminded the meeting of the positive (but non-binding) response made by Mr Chamberlain of SCDC's planning department relating to the release of funds paid under section 106 agreements.  Perhaps these funds could be drawn on for the provision of picnic tables, shelters, litter bins, signage and the sort of play equipment specified by Mrs Fisher?  The Hon Clerk felt that any request sent to Mr Chamberlain should be fairly detailed with a view to ensuring that the request would be endorsed by Mr Chamberlain before being decided upon at a higher level within SCDC. ACTION - P LINCOLN.
The Chair noted that Adnams were keen to help local charities.  J Duggan wondered whether the open space could be supported by the green disc scheme operated at the Waitrose store in Saxmundham.  ACTION - P LINCOLN.
It was agreed that the unspent balance of the £1,000 ring-fenced for the payment of Mrs Christine Fisher's fees should be moved from the parish council's general funds to its open space funds so that it could then be spent on equipping and/or maintaining the open space.  [Hon Clerk's note - the balance is £140.58]
HIGHWAYS: The Hon Clerk reported that, in line with a decision taken at the 198th meeting, a grit bin had been acquired from the SCC-backed organisation, Whitehouse Enterprises.  It had now been filled with grit and installed as agreed in Chapel Lane.  Councillor Hart had kindly contributed £100 from his locality budget towards the cost.  Mrs E Lewis kindly agreed to take on the highway liaison role previously carried out by Mrs Geraldine Smith.  The Hon Clerk would pass current matters to Mrs E Lewis but noted the likely effect of council expenditure cuts on the responsiveness of the Highways Department.  ACTION - HON CLERK/MRS E LEWIS.
SALC: The Chair reported on a meeting that he had attended.  SALC had organised the meeting with a view to briefing town and parish councils about the likely need to co-operate and collaborate in the light of the cuts to the budgets of district and county councils.  Some of the ideas put forward by SALC were rather "high profile" and not likely to be applicable to a small parish like Great Glemham.  However, it was likely that town councils (such as Framlingham) might now seek to work together with "satellite" bodies like the parish councils of surrounding villages; some parish councils might share the services of a single clerk.  J Duggan noted that similar activities of a co-operative nature were being undertaken by non-governmental bodies (such as Greener Fram in Framlingham and SADIC in Saxmundham.  The Hon Clerk agreed to circulate by email the papers that the Chair had used at the event (which contained his own manuscript notes).  ACTION - HON CLERK.
ELECTIONS: The Hon Clerk reported that local elections were to be held on 5 May.  These would cover parish, district and county elections and, now, the alternative vote referendum.  All parish councillors present stated that they planned to stand.  The Hon Clerk would distribute the forms as soon as practicable after these were received by him.  He suggested that parish councillors sought proposers and seconders amongst their neighbours and friends in the village.  He also suggested that members meet briefly in the village hall in late March so that the forms could be checked and collated ready for the Hon Clerk to take to SCDC before the deadline on 4 April.  ACTION - ALL.
LIBRARY:  The Chair outlined SCC's plan to save £9m by reduce the number of libraries from 44 to 15.  The nearest remaining library to Great Glemham would be in Woodbridge.  It was not clear to what extent the mobile library service was to be affected.  SCC invited expressions of interest for the running of the libraries that it intended to close, envisaging that community groups and local businesses might come forward.  All present felt that the libraries should not face such draconian cuts.  Members of the public present were "incadescent" and "livid" about SCC's plans.  It was pointed out that: very soon Great Glemham would have no scheduled bus service to Woodbridge (or virtually anywhere else); the countywide, centralised library service enabled residents to obtain books that would otherwise be difficult and expensive to buy; libraries offered assistance to children learning to read and to those without a PC (note that many job applications had to be made online); libraries were a form of "community hub"; the "consultation" launched by SCC was really not a consultation but merely an invitation to tender to take over one or more of the libraries scheduled to be closed.  

The Chair's suggestion that he contact other parish councils, whose electors were likely to use Framlingham library (which was earmarked for closure) with a view to making a joint response to SCC was agreed.  It was also agreed that the response should reflect the points made above and not merely deal with the issues outlined in the "consultation".  ACTION - HON CLERK.
FOOTPATHS: P Lincoln said that there was nothing to report.

TREES AND HEDGES: Mrs Rosemary Lincoln, invited to speak, said that there was nothing to report other than the acquisition of trees and hedges referred to under OPEN SPACE above.

WEBSITE: P Lincoln reported that Mrs Rosemary Lincoln had taken over the task of updating the website.  The forerunner of the parish council website set up under the OneSuffolk scheme had the domain name, www.glemham.co.uk.  This had been created by John Catt Educational Limited, which had at one time operated from the Old School premises.  That company owned the domain name, which it was willing to assign voluntarily.  In addition, the Chair's business, Glemham Underwriting, might well be able to help in transferring relevant material from www.glemham.co.uk to the parish council site and, perhaps, moving older material to the village archive (of which he was a trustee).  ACTION - P LINCOLN/CHAIR.
VACANCIES:  The Hon Clerk thanked Mrs E Lewis for including an advertisement about vacancies on the screen at the recent showing of a village film and outlined that he had been approached by Mrs Tess King, who was interested in becoming a parish councillor.  She would like to attend at least one meeting as an observer before making a final decision.  It was agreed to earmark one vacancy for Mrs King, who was an elector and who met the requirement for duration of residency, for a sufficient time to allow her to do this.  The Hon Clerk reported that Mrs Geraldine Smith had resigned shortly before moving to Framlingham.

TRANSPORT:  The Hon Clerk reported that he had attended a meeting hosted by SCC in the village hall.  Four other electors attended.  SCC outlined an extended "demand responsive transport service".  This was to be known as Suffolk LOES and would operate on a "dial a ride" basis.  Concessions available on scheduled services would be respected on Suffolk LOES.  The area covered by Suffolk LOES was quite large; Saxmundham and Framlingham could be reached, but Wickham Market could not.  Suffolk LOES would operate in conjunction with scheduled public transport providers and other demand responsive transport providers to facilitate access to Wickham Market and other locations lying outside the LOES zone (such as Aldeburgh and Woodbridge).  The Hon Clerk had publicised the LOES service on the noticeboard and asked that it also be publicised on the website (including removal of information relating to the old, scheduled services).  ACTION - P LINCOLN.
K6 KIOSK:  Mrs N Redman was invited to speak and reported that the door was presently being refurbished and re-glazed by Mr David Lewis, to whom she was very grateful.  All the re-glazing and re-painting materials had been acquired and there was a fund, presently standing at £139, which would be deployed to cover future maintenance and the need to effect a re-connection to the electrical supply; presently, the kiosk was connected to the mains and electricity paid for by BT under an un-metered supply arrangement; however, that arrangement was due to cease in around four to five years time.  A noticeboard had been installed in the kiosk.  

NEXT MEETINGS: 4 March - special meeting as to planning application C/11/0191; 20 May (note change of date) - 200th meeting and annual meeting ; 9 September- 201st meeting ; 25 November - 202nd meeting.  ACTION - ALL TO NOTE.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  J Duggan reported that Greener Fram had, working with Framlingham College, set up a community garden near the Mear in Framlingham.  It was holding a number of planting days and days on which various works would be carried out.  All were welcome.  A SUMA order would be made in early March; the catalogue was being circulated.  J Duggan also reported that Maximus (a sustainable fishing business with an outlet at Friday Street) would deliver fresh fish to the village if an aggregate order of over 20kg could be placed; no action was to be taken whilst Mr Stuart Moffatt ran his delivery service (though it was noted that he planned to retire during 2011).  Mrs N Redman noted the delivery services for greengrocery on Wednesday and general grocery on Friday; Mrs R Lincoln said that these had been advertised on the website.  The Hon Clerk reported that the housing association managing the Chapel Land estate, Flagship Housing, had (following receipt of a letter sent by the parish council) carried out remedial works to a number of houses with a view to eradicating dampness.  Initial reports showed that the works had been successful.  The Hon Clerk also reported that the Crown Inn was apparently now being managed by David Snell and Sharon Curtis, who had until recently managed the Ship Inn at Blaxhall.

Meeting closed at 9:45pm

NA Redman, Honorary Clerk

2
Members: Mrs J Beaumont; J Cross (Chair); J Duggan; D Inman; Mrs E Lewis; P Lincoln; D McIver; Ms C Palmier; N Redman (Hon Clerk); M Runnacles.  There are two vacancies at present: the parish council is authorised to fill each of these by co-option. SUBJECT \* Lower \* MERGEFORMAT 
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