Draft

WICKHAM SKEITH

 

PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting Monday 11th September 2006

               in Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
  S Sparrow (Chairman)                   J Homan


               C Wright

                   J  Ede ( Clerk)


       
  N Merriam



Also present
  A Stringer (MSDC Councillor)



  6 Members of the public

.

  Tara Goodacre – Parish Clerk designate.

Item 1-- Apologies for absence – J Medlock, B Kemp, K Knights, J Clover, PC R Calver



        J Medlock resigned from the Council as he is moving from the village



        A notice will be put on the notice board explaining the procedures

Item 2 – Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting 10th July 2006

Draft copies had been circulated to all Councillors. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Item 3 – Update on current issues

i) New Clerk – Tara Goodacre has been appointed as the new Clerk she will start on 1st/October 2006. Tara will attend a SALC training course in October 2006. 

ii) Footpath 27 – The Public Inquiry was held in the Village Hall 11/12th July 2006. The report of the Inspector is now available. The Inspector decided that the path went right through the grounds of The Old Swan to the Street. Suffolk County Council will now make an order confirming this.

Housing – Philip Isbell from MSDC Planning Department will visit the Village toward the end of September and view possible sites for ‘low cost’ housing. He will then report back to the Parish Council  S Sparrow will endeavour to be available for this visit.

iii) Tenure of Parish Council Chairman – The three year restriction on maximum term of office will be reviewed after the elections in May 2007. Standing Orders will be viewed at the same time. It was considered appropriate that the new Council should make any changes. All new Councillors May 2007 will receive copies of Standing Orders at that time.

Item 4 -  Village Forum : Open session for Villagers

i) Steve Mitchell from The Entry has indicated that there are willow trees overhanging the road behind The Grimmer causing a driving hazard. David Mitchell from MSDC has agreed that these trees can be pruned back without a Notification Order even though they are in the Conservation Area. Steve Mitchell has agreed to do the work.

ii) Charmion Pearmain raised concerns over the changes to the bus timetables. The recent changes cause overcrowding at Cotton, particularly on a Thursday and Saturday. The Clerk will write to SCC expressing our concerns.

iii) A resident has expressed concerns about anti-social motorbike activity at night. It was agreed that the complainant should be advised that Environmental Health Dept. will only act if on private property otherwise it should be discussed with the Community Police Officer.

Item 5 -- Finance 

i) The Accounts for the year up to 20th August 2006 were available. The Parish Council currently have a balance of £2208.17

Audit 2005/2006 – Complete

Payments approvals  -- Parish Council Insurance 2006/2007  £153-53



 Hire of Village Hall for meetings up to 31st July 2006  £45

ii) Locality Grant 2006/2007 – After some discussion it was proposed that this 

would be split between the photocopier (£200) and display boards for village 

   

   exhibitions (est. £450).  The Village Hall Committee will purchase the boards

   and the Parish Council will make a donation. 

   J Clover will be advised of the Councils proposals.

iii) The Parish Council require a new minute book and a ‘receipts and payments’

Book. The Clerk will order these estimated costs are £105 and £50 excluding VAT.

Item 6 – Housing 

See above

.

Item 7 -- Planning

i) Applications approved by MSDC – New conservatory to the rear of The 

 Twynings

ii)  New applications – Pear Tree Cottage –

Replacement Garden Room and new door to rear 

      
 Internal changes to 1980’s extension 

 After some discussion it was unanimously agreed to recommend approval, the 

             changes will be an improvement to the work done in the 1980’s 

iii)  Appeals – It was noted that appeals against MSDC decision to refuse approval  

              have been lodged by 
a)  Mr T Money

b) Mrs J Smith

iv) A new procedure for consulting PCs is being introduced by MSDC . The

  Parish Council have commented on this. Most of the changes are considered

   acceptable

.

Item 8 – Reports

J Clover SCC  -- Not present

PC R Calver – The, new Community Police Officer sent his apologies, (yesterday was his wedding day!!) and a written report to the meeting. There has been no crime reported in the Village in 2006

A Stringer MSDC –  The revised planning procedures were explained. Parish Councils will receive a weekly list of all applications. They can request details of those they have not received.

Phillip Isbell from Planning Department will inspect possible sites for Low Cost Housing on 27th September. He will report back to Tracey Brinkley and the Parish Council.

Fly tipping is becoming a local problem, residents are encouraged to report problems to MSDC.

Parish Councillors – N Merriam reported that the ‘Bert Last’ seat on the Green is 

deteriorating Parish Councillors will decide action at the next meeting.

The Kissing Gate posts need attention N Merriam will do this.

Item 9 – AOB 

i) Topics allocated to Councillors. It was agreed that the items originally allocated to D Trinchero would pass to K Knights. The list would be revised after the election in May 2007

ii) Replacement Councillor this would be discussed at the November meeting.

Meeting closed at 9.05 pm

Signed as a true record of the meeting

The next meeting will be on Monday 13th November 2006

