WICKHAM SKEITH PARISH COUNCIL
    
    Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and the 

    Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council

 
           Monday 9th May 2005

 Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
 J Homan (Chair)





 J  Ede ( Clerk)







Also present :   N Merriam, D Trinchero, B Kemp, C Wright (Parish Councillors)

  J.Clover ( SCC Councillor)
  A.Stringer ( MSDC Councillor)



    12 Members of the public

Item 1 – The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all present, particularly the Guest Speaker Guy Ackers.

Representatives of all village groups had been invited to table their annual reports and would be asked to comment on items of specific note. The reports will be kept for Parish records.

Item 2--  Apologies for absence, J Medlock, S Sparrow





    M Paine, P Davidson, M Knights

Item 3 – Approval of the Minutes –


The Minutes of last year’s meeting were read by the Clerk 

Item 4 – Guest speaker Guy Ackers - 


See summary attached as an addendum

Item 5 – Reports to the meeting

i) Chairman of the Parish Council – J Homan

The annual report was read out explaining the significant events of the last year. It is often felt that the PC lacks ‘power’ to make a difference, this report illustrates some of the contributions with success or otherwise.

Successes ----   a)  kissing gate in Knoll Lane was replaced with wheelchair and buggy friendly design facility.

b) hardstandings for bus stops completed

c) paving around Village sign replaced

d) new/large post box erected

e) meetings with SCC and a press campaign resulted in re-instatement of some buses that  had been deleted by a SCC review of services.

f) support and encouragement for the Wickham Skeith website

g) housing survey forms delivered and collected; report completed by Suffolk ACRE. 

h) various planning issues discussed; particularly in the conservation area around The Entry. Parish Council consultation has resulted in MSDC recognising that there is concern about changes in the ‘conservation area’

i) discussions with the Village Hall Committee are ongoing about financial support for improvements to the toilet area. An open meeting in January illustrated that strong feelings exist about a ‘tax’ increase to support this project. A final decision has not been made. There will be a review in July 2005

j) The Village Forum item on each agenda has allowed numerous villagers concerns to be discussed. Where possible, or appropriate, the PC has acted. 

k) public support and participation in PC meetings has been particularly  encouraging; there are generally 12+ at each meeting. In 2003 there were often 4 or less attendees.

Lack of success –

a) the new Youth Club closed due to lack of support from the young  

people and interested adults.

An ‘after school ‘ club for younger children was mooted but the red tape and bureaucracy with associated costsprecluded any progress.

b) police activity to reduced speeding in The Street has not been 

forthcoming in spite of various requests

c) dog fouling in Daisy Green Lane continues to be a problem

       despite repeated newsletter requests action by the owners of dogs.

.

ii) Treasurer of the Parish Council – B Kemp 

The annual accounts for the Parish Council were presented by B Kemp.

As of 31/March 2005 the Parish Council balance at bank was £2429.14 

this is made up of  Parish Council reserve –-
  £1633.13






Election provision  --
    £600.00






Grimmer fund
   --
      £27.95






History fund
--
    £168.06

Receipts in year 2004/2005 -- £1966.87

Payments in the year 2004/2005 -- £3177.49

iii) All Village groups had been invited  to attend the meeting and report on the highlights of the year. A limited number were present

Parochial Church Council – E Davidson

Highlight of the year was the completion of the bells renovation project, and the creation of a Village bell ringing group.



Lunch Club – J Willoughby




New venture started in 2004. Once per month, currently 25 – 30

people attend. A successful innovation and service in the village.

History/Film Group --  P Davidson

Hilltop Womens Club – M Knights

Village Hall Committee – M Paine

A successful year. The re-decoration and other maintenance work has considerably improved the Hall. After unsuccessful attempts to obtain lottery funding for new toilets it has been decided to go for the absolute minimum possible and fundraising initiatives are being activated.

Care Group – C Pearmain

Generally all Villages Groups are well supported and successful but new ‘blood’ is required to help with administrative / committee work to ensure that the current successes continue.

iv) J Clover – SCC (re-elected May elections 2005)

During 2004/2005 County Council relocated to new premises. The old buildings are currently being sold. 

With boundary commission changes the number of County Councillors has been reduced from 80 to 75.

Council tax increase this year will be 2.5%, an  improved settlement from central government was forthcoming to allow  this small increase.

Suffolk has a poor record for School truancy and exclusions. The issues are currently being addressed.

The consolidated information service, ‘Customer service direct’ for District and County Councils appears to be a success.

A Stringer -- MSDC 

Proposals to introduce a pre-application consultation process for planning applications has been scrapped, a review of the proposals deemed them unworkable. There are particular problems with developers adopting a cynical approach, they were unlikely to enter into the spirit of the proposals and were adjusting consultations to suit there needs not the needs of communities.

In the near future PC will be empowered to levy ‘on the spot’ fines for some anti social behavioural problems. Dog fouling for example.

PC Barry Abbott – Community Police Officer

Did not attend the meeting. Concern was expressed that there had been not been a police representative for several meetings. The senior officer at Stowmarket will be contacted.

Written report – after a nil crime year 2003/2004 during 2004/2005 there has been a significant change. 13 offences were reported a lot of these are part of a pattern of crimes in the surrounding area. Initiatives to reduce these crimes is in hand and some success has been achieved and arrests made. The trend in rural areas is theft or damage  to property.

Item 6 – Discussion on reports or other Village topics


The various representatives answered questions from the floor.


There were no other Village issues raised, the new ‘Village Forum’ topic on 

the normal Parish Council agenda ensures that issues are dealt with on a regular 

basis.

Item 7 --  Election of Parish Council Officers 2005/2006


Chairman – J Homan proposed by N Merriam and seconded by D Trinchero, no other nominations, elected unanimously


Vice – chair --  N Merriam proposed by J Homan seconded by B Kemp, no other nominations, elected unanimously


Treasurer – B Kemp proposed by D Trinchero seconded by N Merriam , no other nominations, elected unanimously

There being no other business the Chairman thanked the attendees and closed the meeting at  8.30 pm.

Signed as a true record of the meeting

WICKHAM SKEITH PARISH COUNCIL

Addendum to minutes of Annual Parish meeting May 2005

Suffolk Hedgerow Survey – Guest Speaker Guy Ackers.

Guy Ackers is the Chairman of the Suffolk Hedgerow Survey had was invited to address the Annual Parish Meeting to explain the background and methodology.

The Hedgerow survey is an important contributor to a better understanding of our ernvironment. Since World War 2 farmers have encouraged to increase the productiveness of the land, In order to accommodate larger macinery many hedgerows and ditch systems have been removed with no real records of those that remain and there current condition.

The survey seeks to record not only the existence of hedgerows, but also through detailed surveys opf representative sample lengths of each hedge, the number of hedgerow species present, the waythe hedgerow is managed and its relationship with adjoining features.

Data will be kept at the Suffolk Biologicval Records Office. Mr Ackers stressed that the record is only for Parish use and will not be on general release. Initially it is considered best to work from footpaths, bridleways, common land,roads etc but the completion of all surveys will ultimatelately  depend on the co-operation of landowners.

The survet is now countywide and is under way in 250 parishes. It will help to validate interpretation of hedgerows from aerial photography for 24 sample ares  throughout Suffolk (English Nature Research Report No. 336).







