Report from the clerk – Rachel Godbold

Firstly I’d like to thank all the councillors for their help and support throughout the year.  Parish councillors spend a lot of time working on behalf of the community and making decisions on behalf of everyone.  Some of their decisions are not popular with everyone (unfortunately, you can’t please all the people all of the time).  However, if councillors aren’t aware of individual’s views they can’t represent them, so please make sure that if you’re interested in a particular subject that you attend the meetings or make your views known to the council.  

I’d also like to thank Mike, Alan and Richard for their roles in keeping the village looking good.
Finally I’d like to thank all the volunteers that help in various ways to make Stowupland a great place to live.
Accounts

Below you will see a summary of the Council’s income and expenditure for the year ending 31st March 2011.  At the time of writing these accounts have not been audited.  I am very grateful to Mr John Grand, the internal auditor for the Parish Council, who regularly checks the accounts and gives invaluable advice.  As you can see, the majority of the council’s income comes from the Precept.  This is money raised from your council tax, you may have noticed this shown separately on your council tax bill.
	Income and Expenditure for the period ending 31.3.11 

	
	

	 Income 
	

	 Precept 
	 £               30,750 

	 Cemetery 
	 £                 1,941 

	 Allotments 
	 £                 1,258 

	 Community Events 
	 £                 8,476 

	 Admin 
	 £                 5,514 

	 Parish Plan 
	 £                   245 

	
	 £               48,183 

	
	

	 Expenditure 
	

	 Admin 
	 £          17,528.67 

	 Street Lighting 
	 £            4,874.01 

	 Cemetery  
	 £            1,687.48 

	 Environment 
	 £            3,460.00 

	 Grants/Donations 
	 £            2,055.00 

	 Allotments 
	 £                 1,117 

	 Street Cleaning 
	 £                 2,316 

	 Parish plan expenses 
	 £                   991 

	 Community Events expenses 
	 £                 9,950 

	 Play park/skate park 
	 £                 4,147 

	 New village sign 
	 £                   558 

	
	 £               48,684 


The grants or donations made were as follows: £1,700 towards the costs of Telstar, £200 to Stowupland Good Neighbour Scheme, £150 to the Mid Suffolk Citizens Advice Bureau and £5 to the Suffolk Nature Trust.

The balance held in Parish Council accounts at 31st March 2011 was £ 44,627 which includes reserves of £21,970 to replace council assets when necessary, £6,860 for Community Events and £1,000 towards a skate park.  

Budget

The budget for the year 2011-12 has been set and the main items of expenditure are shown below:

Admin
£18,110 

Litter collection                                                                          
£  2,684
Street Lighting                                                                               
£  3,700
The environment (grass cutting, tree surgery, ditch clearance)        
£  4,400
Grants to local organisations                                                         
£  2,655
Provision to replace assets                                                               
£  6,000
If you would like to see any of the financial records or minutes please contact me.  It is every elector’s right to make a complaint to the external auditor regarding the way that the council conducts its business.  If you are concerned about any of the items in the accounts, the council would be grateful if you could approach me in the first instance, as external auditor’s time is very expensive and is charged to the council.  The last time that an objection was made to the external auditor it cost over £400 for initial investigations.  The complaint was then dropped by the objector as they agreed that the council had not acted illegally and did not wish to incur further expense. 
Website

The Parish Council maintains a website www.onesuffolk.co.uk/stowuplandpc which receives over 300 visitors per month.  This is currently being updated so if you would like anything included please let me know.

Reporting problems

Problems with footpaths, street lights, pot holes, broken signs, fly tipping etc can be reported by email pc@stowupland.suffolk.gov.uk or by phone (01449) 770660.  These can also be reported directly to Customer Services on 08456 066 067 or by email customerservice@csduk.com 

Meetings

The full Parish Council meets on the second Thursday of each month in the bar area of the village hall and there are also various committees and working groups which meet as and when necessary.  All meetings are advertised on the notice board outside the village hall at least three days before the meeting.  Everyone is welcome to attend any meeting and there is a public forum at the end of each meeting to enable residents to give their comments or views.  If you would like something discussed by the Council please forward a letter or e-mail to me a week before the meeting so that it can be included on the agenda.  

Councillors

Every four years in May, an election is held for a new parish council.  Unfortunately, Violet Calthorpe, Andrew Edwards and Julia Gladwell decided not stand again.  I’d like to thank them for everything that they’ve done for Stowupland, they will be missed, especially Violet who has been a parish councillor for over 40 years. 
Parish councillors for the next 4 years are shown below.
Councillor                               Phone No.

Mary Bloom                       
01449 676549

Morris Brand                   
01449 770678

Roger Carter                      
01449 612856

Roy Cooper                          
01449 674211

Rick Hamilton                      
01449 775403

Ben Miller
07765 408001
Nic Perks                              
01449 774200

Sally Reeves
01449 612870

Alan Rosten
07738 801974
Jerry Voden                         
01449 770334

Keith Welham                     
01449 673185

Rachel Godbold                
770660 (Tuesday to Thursday 10am-12noon)

pc@stowupland.suffolk.gov.uk

