Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 9th November 2010 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.

Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer - Chairman, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Hammond – Fox, Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights, Cllr Pike, Cllr Robbins, 
Also Present;

Mrs Beevor – Clerk.   
7 Members of the public.
SCC Cllr Punt, 
Agenda

1) Apologies for absence.

WDC Cllr Sale, PCSO Le Surf

1a) Declarations of Interest

Nil 

2) To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 12th October 2010.

On the proposal of Cllr Pike, seconded by Cllr Robbins, the minutes were agreed by all. Chairman to sign.

Meeting opened to the public.
a)Report from police.
There was no police report. 

b) Report from SCC

SCC Chris Punt advised that the zebra crossing has been installed. There is a cover missing from one of the lights but this will be installed in due course. 

Blyburgate, Beccles – the works on the property should be resolved this week but traffic works could take longer. 

Beccles Sports Centre Project – Officers from Pulse Fitness and WDC have visited the centre at SJLHS with a view to upgrading the existing facilities.  A business plan should be available in January 11. However there will be no indoor swimming pool in Beccles at the present time. 
Due to SCC funding cuts the funding for the paid youth worker at Beccles youth club is in doubt. The club may need more volunteers. 

SCC has to make budget cuts of some £37m in the next year. Divestment of services will take place under SCC New Strategic Direction. .  Parish and town councils will be able to take on services if they wish to.  

c) Report from WDC.
A meeting will take place at WDC within the next 2 weeks to discuss the budget for 2011/12. 
d) Items from members of the public. 
No items from members of the public. 
Meeting closed to public contribution.  
3). Chairman’s Report 
a) Councillor vacancy 
There are presently 2 councillor vacancies. There were 2 people interested in the positions but 1 has withdrawn. 

Mr Graham Risebrow advised that he is still wishing to stand as a councillor.  On the proposal of Cllr Holman, seconded by Cllr Knights it was resolved by all to co-opt Mr Risebrow onto the parish council. 

The other vacancy will remain unfilled until the election. 
b) Xmas Tree in village 

A site has been approved by SCC on the verge by the corner of Pepys Avenue/ Woodfield Park . Costs for installing a tree and placing lights on it would be in the region of £1500 - £2000. This would include the one off costs payable in the first year as well as  standard costs. A licence is required from SCC at a cost of £55, and the electricity is estimated at £20 for 4 weeks. 
It was suggested that in future years, sponsorship from local businesses could be requested. 

After full discussion, and views gathered from members of the public present,  it was agreed that a Xmas tree would be installed for the parish and it was resolved by all to approve costs of up to £2,000. 
c) SALC consultations 

Consultations/ government briefings are coming virtually daily at present – clerk will e mail these to councillors as they are received,  as it was acknowledged that it is important for councillors to keep up to date with legislation as it changes. 

d) Vice Chairman – It was resolved by all to appoint Cllr Pike as vice chair. 
4) Clerks Report and Correspondence. 
a) Village matters and correspondence. 

General correspondence will be circulated to councillors. 
Grit Bins – Cllr Knights advised of the suggested locations. All agreed. SCC will be advised and asked to provide a licence and fill the bins.  

Divestment of services – Clerk advised that there are many meetings at present re NSD. This will be an important issue within the next few months and one that the parish council will need to consider when services are being divested. 

The Chairman advised that  we may need to work with other parishes to maintain/ supply services. Once the services being divested are known, it was suggested that a letter could go to other local parishes asking them if they would be interested in joining forces to deliver any particular service. 
Park Drive Play area – WDC have asked for details of any reports of anti social behaviour at the park so that they can consider the appropriateness of locking the park, at any certain time.  PCSO Le Surf has been asked for details. 
Snow clearance – DiretGov have issued new guidelines for householders confirming that they are not likely to be liable for clearing snow carefully,  and they have provided advice on the process for clearing snow/ ice. 

Verges at Hillside Ave – resident has written to request zebra crossing on Hillside Ave by the shops. 
Cllr Duce had advised SCC of the extent of the mud lying on the Beccles Bypass by The Three Horseshoes. 
Middle School Governing Body vacancy – the Middle School needs new governors. Council were advised that governing Body meetings usually take place in late afternoons. 

SCC confirms the Cycle Track Order for the footpath at Paddocks Green. Councillors asked whether lights could also be installed along this pathway. 
Dog Bin for Glenwood Drive area - Council approved the cost of a Retriever bin. Cllr Knights will advise of a suitable post that could be used. 

SCC advise that a Prohibition of Driving with exemptions is held for the road at Sandpit Lane – councillors advised that this is presently being ignored. SCC and police to be advised. 

Matters outstanding. 
5). Feedback from meetings attended. 

a) SORR- There is no representative at present. 
b) SNT – Cllr Culyer will attend the January meeting.   
c) Open space and play areas – WDC Chris Ames advised that he and the clerk had now responded to all queries raised by residents re the MUGA on Werels Loke. 
Re outside gym – no update. 

d) WCF – No update. 
e) Councillor Surgery – No resident had attended. Cllr Hammond Fox and Cllr Culyer will be at the surgery on 4th December.

f) Salc – Area meeting – 24th November at Marram Green, Kessingland. SCC will be the guest speaker and will brief guests on the NSD. 
Other Meetings/ Matters – Cllr Robins advised that she had attended the Halesworth Town Council event at The Cut. Thanks were extended to Halesworth T C for giving us an invitation. 

6)) Planning applications. 
Planning Correspondence – Councillors asked whether Worlingham  should receive any Section 106 monies for the Badger Building estate on Ellough Road. Clerk to ascertain. 
DC/10/1290/TPO – T1 Pine Tree – fell due to size and overshadowing – replant with Spruce or Cedar at 42 Copplestone Close – this application has  been approved by the tree preservation officer at WDC. 

WDC Decisions – DC/10/1093/ful – approved



     DC/10/0916/ful – approved 



     DC/10/0523/ful – approved 



     DC/10/0894/ful – approved



     DC/10/0813/Ful – approved. 

7) Finance
a) Grants and Donation requests 

Donation to Royal British Legion – it was resolved by all to provide a donation of £250  to the Royal British Legion. 

a) Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made.  

c)  Precept/ Budget 2011 – Discussion took place regarding the Divestment of Services under the NSD and the need to consider this when setting the budget.  No firm details of costs associated to individual services is yet available from SCC. SALC are providing regular updates and councillors acknowledged the need to keep up to date as things are changing so quickly. Precept Referendums have also been suggested by government and details are again awaited.   Lengthy discussion took place about the implications of NSD for Worlingham parishioners and the services that could potentially be lost/ reduced.  Members of the public present at the meeting acknowledged that the precept would need to rise to take on any extra works/ services. 
8) Matters Arising not dealt with in agenda and questions/ matters for a future agenda. 
Xmas Lights Competition – this will go ahead again this year. Cllr Holman will provide an article for Grapevine/ Insight, and provide posters for the notice boards. 

Matters outstanding form the walk around the village with WDC – No works seem to have taken place at Woodfield Park – sand still needed for zip wire and bin still needs mending. Clerk to chase WDC. 

Burglaries – It was suggested that an article be placed in the next Insight  by the police,  with advice on how to reduce the risk of thefts from resident’s property. 

Sign on gate at Park Drive – needs updating with new key holders contact details.      
16)) Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 14th December 2010 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Meeting closed 8.50pm. 

Chairman ……………………………     
Dated……………………….    
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