Main website:- www.christianhouseandchurchswap.co.uk/brochure 

                   Property reference number: - 098-809 (HIGHAM)

Home to a couple who are looking to house swap and are not restricted to school holidays. 

KEY INFORMATION

	Bedrooms available:-
	Bedroom i):- double   Bedroom ii):- single

Bedroom iii) :- twin (ground floor)     
A foam bed can be put either in the upstairs bedroom or the single upstairs bedroom if required.     (max –5 people)                                                                                                  

	Children welcome?
	Yes, any age group  (cot, high chair & stair gates are available.)

	Pets that live here:-
	No pets live here

	Re-dogs:-
	They could not consider a dog staying here.

	      **Allergy**  
	An allergy to animal fur means this couple cannot stay in a home where any pets live.
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  This detached house was built as a bungalow in the 1950’s, and enlarged into a house in the 80’s. It is situated on the outskirts of the Dickensian village of Higham,  a rural location with wide views over rolling fields down to the River Thames  and Essex beyond. Visitors comment upon the lovely views especially from the upstairs lounge. It is a peaceful area with countryside walks from the doorstep. Higham is a mixture of commuter belt and agriculture, has a few local shops, 2 churches & doctors’ surgery. The train station is 15mins walk away (down hill) giving easy access to London, Canterbury, Rochester & the North Kent Coast.  It is 4 miles from the riverside town of Gravesend, and 15mins drive to historic Rochester with its magnificent Cathedral, Castle, Dickensian Centres and much more.  
Due to it formerly being a bungalow, the ground floor has the kitchen, dining room with patio doors into the garden, twin bedroom, 2 toilets, shower room & small lounge, while upstairs is the main lounge with a telescope, great for watching River Thames shipping, & Sky TV etc., plus 2 other bedrooms & another bathroom. 

The medium sized ornamental garden is enclosed on all sides. However the pedestrian entrance has no gate. There is a pond which is netted for herons, (not children!) and house-swappers are asked to please feed the pond fish daily, top up the bird feeders & water the flower pots. The couple are keen gardeners, but children can run round on the grass & paths…taking care not to damage the plants please! 

Gravesend Methodist Church tends towards contemporary in its style of worship and 90+ people meet for the morning service and an intimate 10 or so gather for evening fellowship.   

More info on their excellent website: -  www.gravesendmethodistchurch.org.uk
There are 2 churches in the village of Higham, a high Anglican church & a congregational; both are about 5 mins walk from the house. Rochester Cathedral is 15 mins by car.

	Sport and Leisure
	Gravesend-2 swim pools/leisure centres & tenpin bowling; other sports in the region:- golf, dry ski slope, ice skating rink, tennis & 3 country parks for walking cycling & enjoying!

	Free park for under 12’s:-
	10 mins walk to local rec. with some play equipment

	Local places of interest
	Many! Naval dockyard outdoor museum-Chatham, Cobham Hall & N.T. gardens & houses within an hour’s drive; London only 25 miles away & Canterbury under an hour by car or train. Seaside at Whitstable, Margate about an hour’s drive. 2 RSPB sites.

	Entertainment/Arts
	Sweeps & Dickens Festivals in Rochester, Local cinemas & theatres…see local websites for info.


Property reference number:-054-301 (BENENDEN)

Home to a family with twin boys aged 17, looking to house swap 

during  the school holidays..  

KEY INFORMATION
	bedrooms available:-
	Double: - 1,   single: - 2,   twin: - 1, with dividing wall between them. (Games room has plenty of room for 2 or 3 people on put-u-ups).    (max :-6/9 people

	Children welcome?
	Yes, any age group

	pets that live here:-
	2 cats, and a  dog, 

	House swappers look after....
	Cats please. (They are more likely to leave their dog with friends, or in kennels, when they house-swap.)

	re-dogs:-
	They could consider a dog in their home, with restricted access in the house.


This property is wonderfully located near Hemsted Forest, which is ideal for walking and cycling. It is on the edge of the picture postcard village of Benenden, near Cranbrook in Kent.   The village is surrounded by fields, vineyards & woods.  Several beaches can be reached in just over ½ an hour’s drive.  www.cranbrook.org
This spacious detached chalet bungalow was built in the late 1940’s and extended in the 1980’s.  The bedrooms are all upstairs where there is also a bathroom.  Downstairs you will find a large lounge, a dining room, sitting room & shower/toilet.  There is also a games room with dart board & other games and a TV suitable for Playstation/x box (bring own).  This room also has a kitchenette & a separate shower/toilet. 

The fully enclosed private garden is flat and mostly laid to lawn, with some trees at the bottom and along the boundary.  It is ideal for younger children to ride bikes and play ball games. There is garden furniture, a barbecue, swing ball and a hammock. As well as all this, children will be delighted to find a treehouse, basketball hoop, tyre swing and rope and a large pedal go-kart which is also suitable for adults!  There is off road parking for several cars.

Trinity Baptist Church has a contemporary style of worship with over 75 people attending morning services, and approximately 50 in the evening. There is provision during the service for babies and young children (up to age 5yrs) in the crèche upstairs and “Energize” caters for 6-11 yr olds in the hall.  You would be most welcome at midweek activities, which vary during holiday periods – details will be left for house swappers.  Visitors to Trinity will receive a warm welcome (and possibly an offer of lunch!).  See our Church website on www.whatslifeabout.com 

	Sport and Leisure
	Leisure Centre at Tenterden with fun swim pool, gym, squash, badminton.,  Tennis courts at Weald Leisure Centre, golf locally and Pitch’n Putt (ice skating & dry ski slope/toboggan run 45mins away)

	Free park for Children
	Benenden village- playing field with enclosed play equipment area,  Larger rec ground/play equipment in Tenterden

	Local places of interest
	Sissinghurst Castle/Gardens, Leeds & Bodiam Castles, Steam railway,  Rare Breeds Centre, +more. See local T.I.

	Entertainment/Arts
	Theatres, cinema (8 miles and 16 miles) many art/craft/antique galleries and individual shops. 


THE FOLLOWING HAVE PLANNED THEIR HOLIDAYS FOR 2012 & WILL BE LOOKING TO HOUSE SWAP AGAIN IN 2013.
SWAP IN 2013  Property reference number: 086-670 (CHATHAM)
Home to a family with three children aged 8, 5 &2,  looking

to house swap during the school holidays;

KEY INFORMATION

	Bedrooms available:-
	Double:-1, single with cot, & twin (with two child beds ); airbeds available

	Children welcome?
	Yes, any age group

	Pets that live here:-
	No pets live here

	With ref to dogs:-
	They could not consider a dog staying.


Built in the early 1970’s this semi-detached house is located in a quiet residential area on the outskirts of Chatham in Kent. It is close to farmland and countryside. Along with the other Medway towns, Chatham is on the river estuary.   

This is a very good area for exploring all of Kent, while being close enough to London to enjoy day visits to the capital. 
http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attractions-g186312-Activities-Chatham_Kent_England.html
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 The house, with off-road parking, is a ten minute walk to a local shop/ PO & eating place. The church mentioned later is 10-15 minute drive. 

There are 4 steps to access the front door of the house, which has a good downstairs living space.
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The large enclosed, sw-facing garden has a top decking area with a number of steps to further decking and a large lawn. There are a quite a few steps and slopes, and from the large decking area are views across the residential valley.   There is garden furniture and a barbecue, as well as swingball, net for badminton & volleyball, and a small size table tennis/pool/table football in the garage.  Children will be delighted to discover the 8’ trampoline, with enclosures, sand table, playframe with swing & slides, playhouse, paddling pool & toddler trikes.

Enon Baptist church is fairly traditional in its style of worship and about 40-50 people attend the morning service with a more intimate 25-30 in the evening. Though quite small in number, Enon has a lot going on during the week with meetings and activities for all age groups. 

See website   www.enonbaptistchurch.net 

	Sport and Leisure
	Leisure centre-(no pool)-5 mins drive, & with pool & ice-skating at Gillingham-3 miles, Rainham-4 miles. 

Dry ski, snowboard & toboggan centre-2 miles.

	Free park for under 12’s:-
	Small play areas locally, easy walking distance, capstone Park with lake and play area-2 miles, Indoor play centre-2 miles.

	Local places of interest
	Historic town of Rochester, historic docks at Chatham, dickens world, surrounding countryside to enjoy, RSPB reserve-15 mins drive. (see area website for more) & easy access to London.

	Entertainment/Arts
	Regular festivals, local cinemas and galleries.
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