BARHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Monday 23rd May 2011 in the Church Hall at 7.00p.m.

Present: T Girling, G Musson, H Whitefield, J Lea, D Milward, R Farrow (Clerk), M Redbond and J Whitehead (District Councillors), J Field (County Councillor) and 7 members of the public

1.
Election of Chairman: G Musson proposed TGirling, who confirmed he would be willing to stand.  This was seconded by J Lea and agreed unanimously. 

In his role as Chairman, Mr Girling said he would welcome good attendance at meetings to help with issues as they arise. He stated that there are vacancies for 2 councillors and asked if any member of the public present would be interested, but there was no response.   He then introduced John Whitehead who is a newly elected District Councillor.

2.
Apologies: P Brill (PCSO) and A East (both on holiday)

3.
Appointment of Vice Chairman: Mrs Whitefield is unable to continue in this role due to work commitments.   She proposed G Musson who confirmed he would be willing.  This was seconded by J Lea and agreed unanimously.


D Milward has indicated his willingness to continue serving and was duly Co-opted.


PUBLIC FORUM


Residents from Barham Green, having received the letter from the Parish Council giving the latest information, still had questions to ask concerning PC responsibility.   They asked if the PC would object to Commoners forming a Management Group to keep an eye on things and report back to the Parish Council

Mr Girling considered this an acceptable idea and agreed the Green should be managed.    He promised to pursue the question of what legal responsibility the PC has over the Green.


Once again, the question of the untidy site was raised.  It was suggested that the PC get out an injunction to have the vehicles removed.  This will be looked into.

4.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th March 2011 (previously circulated) were signed by the Chairman as being a true record.

5.
Matters arising:


a) Barham Green update: A letter was sent to 22 residents of the Green giving details of Mr Picton-Phillipps response and outlining contingency plans should Travellers set up camp again.  See above for other discussions relating to the Green.

b) Barham Picnic Site update: Mr Girling reported that a meeting had taken place earlier that evening with Kevin Kitchen, G Musson and District and County Councillors in order to go through the facts as they stand now in the light that the PC can take over the site. It was agreed that a Project Plan should be drawn up urgently which can be the basis for obtaining funding for planning permission, ecology and tree assessments.

c) Land behind Honeymoon Cottages:  Response received from Planning Enforcement indicated a site visit will be undertaken.  It was pointed out by Mr Lea that there are caravans on the opposite side of the road as well. Mr Redbond will look into progress on this.

d) & e) Responses received regarding letters sent concerning traffic diversions and closure of Waste Sites.

f) Polling Station Venue:  It was generally agreed that the new Venue was suitable.

6.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 18th April (previously circulated) and matters arising that require action to be taken.


a) Contingency plans re travellers – in place


b) Re-siting of post box at the Green – action to be taken


c) School buses using Church Lane – Mr Girling suggested that residents should conduct a survey.   He will however suggest that PCSO Brill keeps a watchful eye on the matter.

7.
Appointment of representatives to Outside Organisations:


SALC – G Musson

Recreation – T Girling

Village Hall - ? A East (in his absence)


Community – T Girling/G Musson  (DMilward as a reserve)


Parish Liaison – G Musson /J Lea
8.
Appointment of Planning and Finance committees:


Planning – T Girling, G Musson, N Cooper

Finance – J Lea, H Whitefield, T Girling , D Milward
9.
Treasurer’s Report: Correction to the Bank Reconciliation noted (Community Account should read £296.56)

List of cheques issued up to 12.5.11 approved


Annual Return for the year ending 31.3.2011 was duly approved.

10.
Written Reports:


County Councillor’s report (previously circulated).  No questions


District Councillor – no report following the APM report.  Mr Redbond when asked said he is in favour of the merger.


Police Report – previously circulated.

11.
PCSO Tasking Group – no minutes received.  It was confirmed that the 3 Parish Councils are responsible for paying remaining costs of the car for the previous 2 years.     Mr Girling stated that PCSO Brill will be issuing a daily report indicating what he does.

12.
Planning matters: None

13.
Correspondence: 1) Request from the Village Hall for a donation. 2) The need for a housing survey, and 3)  information regarding changes to street lighting
14.
Matters raised by members – none

15.
Date of next meeting – already arranged for 4th July 2011 (apologies J Lea)


Finance meeting – possibly 20th June at Claydon Village Hall

Future meetings: 7 November 2011, 9 January 2012, 5 March, 9 April (APM), 21 May (APCM), 2 July, 3 September.
