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BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th October 2010 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, K Cummings, Cllr Millett, Cllr Gilbert, W Martineau, Cllr D Pettitt & B Cllr D Ray 
1.  Apologies for absence C Bullock & C.Cllr Spicer 
2.  Declaration of Interest None
3   Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 1st September 2010 signed and approved as a correct record.

Meeting Adjourned

4. Meeting open to the public                                           
A resident complained about some damage that has been done to her late husband’s headstone. The resident is of the opinion that the damage had been done by the caretaker’s mower or strimmer, she has asked that the caretaker does not cut the grass on the grave and that she would do it herself. The Council asked the resident to inform them if she became unable to look after the grass. The caretaker will be asked not to cut this grave.
Dog mess is still a problem in the village; some new posters will be put up in a bid to try to encourage people to clear up after their dogs.

5.  Report by County Councillor: J Spicer

Cllr Spicer was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
6. Report by Borough Councillor: D Ray

The next countryside forum will be held on Monday 15th November at 4pm. Cllr Millett and Cllr Cummins’s husband will attend.
7.  Report of Community Police Officer 
The police were unable to attend the meeting and did not submit a report.

Meeting reconvened

8 Progress reports. For information from:

8.1 Chairman:   
8.1.1 Quarterly Newsletter
The chairman has produced the quarterly newsletter for October. This was approved by the council. The Chairman will arrange to have it printed ready for distribution.

8.1.1Request for Training. 

The Clerk asked if she could attend a planning training course. The Council agreed that she may attend.

8.2.2 2011 Census information. 

All residential households will be asked to take part in a census on 27th March 2011. The census statistics feed into resource allocation for local authorities and play a major part in their ability to provide local services, so it is crucial the population estimate is as accurate as possible. More information is available online at www.census.gov.uk. The census is also recruiting staff to help ensure a high census return rate. 

8.2.3 Work to Churchyard hedges.
The old churchyard hedges are in need of trimming. The Clerk will arrange for this to be done. Concerns have been raised about the cedar tree in the old churchyard. Cllr Millett will meet with Mark Bleay to discuss options for their maintenance.                                                                      Action Clerk  
9   Accounts
9.1 The following accounts were approved for payment:
Steve Wilson                                                       £437.14*
Vicki Gay                                                             £495.59       

H M Revenue & Customs Only                           £150.72
Vicki Gay                                                             £60.28
Tripp Batt                                                            £18.82

M D Bleay                                                           £60.00

BDO LLP                                                             £158.63**

*This is includes 5 hours overtime

**This is the returned external audit

9.1.2 Budget proposals 2011/12
It was resolved to keep the precept the same as last year, £22000, in light of the current financial climate. It was resolved that the caretaker should receive a 2.5% pay rise. Cllr Gilbert joined the internal audit working party; a meeting will be arranged to discuss the current financial working practices.
Progress reports. For information, from: 

10. Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Pettitt 
Cllr Pettit reported that the hedge in Church road, at the junction with Bardwell Road, has been cut back. Some of the streetlights are being obscured by overgrown trees. Cllr Pettitt will email the clerk with the details.
10.1 Footpath Officer: Cllr Millett 
A tree came down at Aggies Piece, Cllr Millett had it removed by Mark Bleay. The picnic table has a broken slat; Steve will be asked to repair it. Due to the bad weather it was not possible to cut the meadow this year. There was some fly tipping at Green Lane, but it has now been cleared. A tree has split; Cllr Millett has taped this up with some special tape. There are some free trees being offered by the tree warden at St Edmundsbury.
10.2 Communications Officer:  Cllr Gilbert
Cllr Gilbert had no report to make.
10.3Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings 

Cllr Cummins had no report to make.

10.4 Village Hall representatives: Cllr Last
Cllr Last had no report to make.

10.5 Legal Matters Cllr W Martineau 

Cllr Martineau had no report to make.
10.6 Planning, Clerk of works Cllr C Bullock: 

Cllr Bullock was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.

10.8 Cemetery working Party.

Al site meeting will be arranged to finalise the work that needs to be carried out. 
10.7 Village Caretaker: Steve Wilson 

After it’s extended break the grass is now growing faster than in the spring.  Unfortunately, the rain means it is very difficult to mow.  The Play Area equipment is in good condition and even my replacement seat pad is still in one piece.

Other work this month has included the seeding of the old WI Garden site, the selective application of weed killer in the Old Cemetery and the gradual relocation of gravel from the WI Garden to some of the older kerb-graves.  The gravel around the war memorial has been weeded.

While the grass was having its rest I took on several other projects; now that it is back with a vengeance there is some pressure on my time.  I am trying to rein-in my hours at the moment but I will certainly use all of my ten hours of overtime this year.

11.  Meeting to discuss Road Safety Issues.

Jon Noble, Road safety engineer, met with the Chairman, Cllr Cummins, C.Cllr Ray, C Cllr. Spicer and the Clerk to discuss road safety concerns at Hopton Road. It was agreed that the County Council would design a scheme and forward this to the council. The parish council will write to residents in the immediate area to explain why this work is being undertaken. Cllr Spicer will contribute £1000 from her locality budget. The clerk will contact Havebury, who although invited did not attend the meeting, to ask if they would be able to make a contribution towards the cost. There is some confusion over who is responsible for the road; the Clerk will look into this.                                                                                                             Action Clerk
12. Request for support regarding HGV restriction signs

A resident from Gasthorpe has asked for the Parish Councils support in requesting a restriction on HGV’s using A1066 through to Barningham. The council would happily support Suffolk County Council doing some investigation into road usage, but they felt unable to commit further at this stage until some evidence has been gathered to support a need for a HGV restriction.
13. Land Registry Registering Parish Council land
The Clerk will see if the land at Aggies Piece has been registered.
14. Community Governance Review Proposal to move two properties to either Bardwell or Barningham ward. 
For information, no action to be taken by the parish council.
15. Parish Conference Monday 22 November
Cllrs Last, Cummins, Gilbert and the clerk will try to attend
16. Temporary Overnight Road Closure  A143 Diss Road, Wattisfield
The road between Calkewood Road and Sumner Road will be closed overnight for resurfacing between 7-7th October.
17. Report on Examination into the St Edmundsbury Core Strategy Development Plan Document

This document was circulated.
18. Cricket meadow development

The Clerk will arrange site visits with GB Sports and Playdale to discuss options for the cricket meadow.
19. Housing Needs Survey. Report from meeting
Suffolk Acre has reported back to the parish council with the results of the survey. Although there was only 35% return rate this was slightly above average for surveys. 73% of the respondents supported a small affordable scheme for local people and 18% were against. Those against were mainly concerned with possible anti social behaviour and/ or problems with infrastructure capacity. 17 households indicated that they may have a need now or in the future for alternative accommodation, 4 households with a future need for older children and 8 households with a family member living outside the village who would like to return. 


The recommendation based on the survey results was for a scheme of 6 to 8 homes, 6x 1 or 2 bed and 2x 3 bed houses. The Parish Council agreed to pursue this project and will look for a housing provider partner to design an appropriate scheme and find possible locations. At that point there will be discussions with villagers and with the planners and if a viable scheme is agreed then finance sought and build arranged. Therefore quite a long time frame is involved and any further progress will be reported via the minutes and the newsletters.

20. Public Services Ombudsmen. 
The Law Commission’s consultation paper on the Public Services Ombudsmen comes at a time when the Government has announced its intention to strengthen the role of the Local Government Ombudsman, abolish the Code of Conduct and introduce a criminal offence for failing to register an interest or deliberately seeking to mislead the public about an interest. This information was circulated.
21 Planning Matters To include any applications/decisions received since the agenda was posted. 
21.1 Application SE/10/0821 Erection of single storey dwelling, land at Victoria House to be considered by committee 7th October.

22. Correspondence for information To note the items listed below which have been circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting. No action to be taken.
22.1 Suffolk Trusted Trader. 
22.2. SALC LAIS Update. 
22.3. SALC AGM

23.  Clerks report on urgent decisions since last meeting None
24 Councillors reports and items for future agenda None
25. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow) Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

26. Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 3rd November 2010
27. To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for 
consideration of the following items:
27.1 Personnel Issues. None 

27.2 Legal Issues. None
No further business, Meeting closed: 
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