OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Monday 15th March 2010
Present:

Clerk:


Mr Treloar


Chairman:

Mr Smith

Councillors:  Mr Jay, Mr A Ling, Mr R Ling, Mrs Lincoln and 

Mrs Vaughan, District & County Councillor Mr Bellfield, Mrs Benjamin SuffolkACRE and two members of the public. 

1. Apologies - 
Mr Childs, Mr Cant and Mr Moss, PC Burrell Woodbridge & District SNT.
2. Minutes of meeting held on 15th February 2010 - Approved and signed.

3. Matters arising-  There were none.
4. Finance -



Community Account

 £    243.54



Instant Saver Account
              £ 6,507.33
Confirmation has been received that the Precept has been agreed at £4,000 and tranches will be paid in April and September.

5. Planning Applications -  

Applications – 

· The Chestnuts – Helmingham Road – Garage conversion.

· Mulberry House – Otley Green – 2 storey extension.

· Hescroft – Church Road – replacement of velux window.

The meeting was then closed to allow a presentation by Mr & Mrs Matter
Mr and Mrs Matter live in 1 Rosemary Cottage, at the top of Thompsons Lane. Planning permission has been granted for a single storey extension but this does not suit the couple’s needs. An earlier application for a 2 storey extension was withdrawn on the advice of SCDC and recent discussions with SCDC planners reveal their resistance to grant planning for a 2 storey extension on the grounds of Planning Policy AP34. Councillors’ were shown their plans and agreed that they would not be opposed to the development on the basis outlined. Mr Smith advised it was for them to continue negotiations with the District Council to see if a satisfactory way forward could be agreed.

The meeting was re-opened.
6. Police Report -  PC Dave Burrell the Woodbridge and District SNT was not present but submitted his report. There have been 3 offences recorded since his last report. Theft from a vehicle (College car park – undetected). Theft of vehicle (college student – detected) and one domestic non crime. During the same period last year five crimes were recorded. Whilst Otley is not suffering any significant crime at present and has seen a decrease since last year, we are asked to remain vigilant and in particular keep out buildings secure. Theft of bikes is still a trend in other areas and we are asked to keep them secure.

Funding has been secured for post coding of cycles and the date and venues will be announced shortly.

A business watch has been established at the Clopton Industrial Estate. This is available to all businesses and anyone interested should contact the Police at Woodbridge.

Mr Smith advised that he had attended a recent SNT meeting at the College. A number of residents were present but there was nothing of specific concern to Otley.
7. Highways - Mr R Ling advised that the hedge outside Pear Tree Farm in Gibraltar road had still not been trimmed. The clerk is to re approach SCC Highways. Mr Smith advised that two 30mph repeater signs on Church Hill were missing – Clerk to advise SCC Highways. Mr Jay said he had spoken with the Librarian of the Mobile Library and she had agreed to park the van further from the corner of Chapel Lane/Helmingham Road. 

Whilst not present, Mr Childs had advised that he had received a call from the owners of The Cattery at Otley Bottom, complaining about the flooding outside their property. The Clerk had phoned the owners and explained the problem was twofold in that the pipe under the B1078 was insufficient for the task along with the pipe under their property. The College had in the past offered to assist with the cost in re piping the road drain but this would only be of benefit if the drain on The Cattery’s land was also upgraded. The position continues to be monitored but Mr A Ling has agreed to speak with the Property Manager at the College to ascertain if the attenuation tanks are drained during dry spells.

8. Rights of Way - Mr R Ling confirmed that work on the new footpath map was proceeding and a meeting was to be arranged for the committee to progress matters. The Clerk has received confirmation that we will be included in this year’s P3 arrangements (footpath cutting). Mr Ling is to obtain a price from the contractor and advise the Clerk. Agreement has been given for up to 2 cuts of13,680 metres which will be funded by Environment & Transport. 
9. District & County Councillor’s report – Mr Bellfield advised there will be a District Council meeting this Thursday to discuss the LDF proposals. There has been a lot of opposition at the proposal to construct up to 3,500 houses in Martlesham. There is an argument to delay a decision on development because if there is a change of central government, the Conservatives have affirmed they will start again with planning legislation from the bottom up. The Council have agreed that if central government policy should change they will not be bound by the decision.

With regard to the County Council there is no further news on local government reorganisation.

 A meeting is to be held to review the problems created by the recent bad weather and how a future situation could best be dealt with and what lessons can be learnt.

There is as yet no indication as to whether highway plans will have to be curtailed as a result of the high costs involved in repairing the damage to the road network.

10 SuffolkACRE – Community Led Planning – Gillian Benjamin (Planning Project Officer) explained her role as a facilitator acting between the Parish and the Local Strategic Partnership in progressing  projects relating to the Parish Plan. There was a full discussion on progress that has been made since the plan was accepted by the Parish Council in July 2009, with Mr Smith outlining developments that had been introduced. In general it was felt, at this stage that additional assistance was not required but it was useful to have the contact, should the need arise in future.
11. Community Council Report – There was no report.

12. Correspondence – A letter has been received from SCDC Planning inviting Councillors’ to attend a planning seminar at the Council Offices at Melton Hill.

The annual litter pick circular has been received. Mr Childs had indicated he may be interested in the Scouts/Cubs becoming involved in this annual exercise. Mrs Vaughan is to discuss the matter with him.

13. Any Other Business – The Clerk confirmed that the Affordable Housing Needs surveys have been received and are awaiting distribution. These will need to be delivered at the beginning of the week commencing 26th April. The closing date for return is 14th May. All Councillors’ have agreed to become involved in their distribution. The Clerk is to arrange a schedule.

Mr R Ling advised that the following records have been lodged with the Records Office in Ipswich: - Witnesham & Otley Nursing Association 1941-1953, Otley Women’s Institute 1959-1988, Otley Parish Council 1942-1975.

14. Date of next meeting – Monday 19th April – 7pm Annual Parish Meeting followed by the AGM.
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