Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 4th October 2011 at 7.00 pm at Worlingham Middle School.
Present:  M Culyer (Chairman),  Cllrs. Mrs. S. Robbins, Mrs. W. Summerfield,  
Also present;  Mrs L Beevor – clerk, 6 members of the public.  
Welcome

The Chairman Cllr Culyer welcomed everyone to the meeting.
1.Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllrs T Cossey, Mrs M Hammond-Fox,  T Knights ( Vice Chairman), 
G Riseborough.  

WDC Cllrs Bee and Draper. SCC Punt , PCSO Le Surf
1a. Declarations of interest
Cllr Mrs S Robbins declared an interest in any issues involving Worlingham Middle School and in any discussion re WDC Cllr Draper. 
1.b Vacancy
The Chairman reported that as a result of Cllr Holman’s resignation there were now two vacancies on the Council. The relevant paperwork to be advised to WDC so that the vacancies can be advertised. 
2.Minutes of the meeting of 13th September 
On a proposition by Cllr Mrs Summerfield, seconded by Cllr Robbins, it was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on the 13th September  be approved as an accurate record.

The minutes were signed by the Chairman.

3. The meeting was opened for public contribution. 
Report from the Police

There was no report from the police
Report from County councillors
There was no report from SCC

Report from District Councillor

There was no report from WDC
Residents questions to the chairman
A resident asked about the conduct of WDC Cllr Draper. The Chairman advised that the parish council had made a statement on the matter and no other statement would be made. The council  were advised that a complaint had been made by residents under the Code of Conduct re the conduct of Cllr Draper and that the residents  would try to get a new election for the WDC Worlingham seat. 
A resident asked where the hedge along the Lowestoft Road was that was referred to in previous minutes as needing cutting – the council advised that this had referred to the hedge by the entrance to the village at the Marsh lane roundabout. 

Trees along Lowestoft Road – residents advised that the trees along the road are hanging low – the Chairman advised that this had been advised to WDC on the village walkround and that the matter had been referred to SCC. Clerk to chase. 

Zebra crossing sign at Kempton cross – this is still hidden by trees. This had already been referred to WDC. Clerk to chase. 

Meeting closed for public contribution.  

Chairman’s report and updates
a. Werels Loke

The ‘MuGA’  has been installed and is being used.  It was suggested that the press be invited to come along and take pictures etc. 
b. VAS Scheme

The Chairman said that SCC had now agreed to install the isolator switch for the 2 signs on Lowestoft Road . With reference to the one on Ellough Road, SCC advise that a survey of the lamppost will need to take place. This will cost up to £500 if carried out now. The alternative is to wait until it is inspected within the normal SCC timescale which could be during 2012.  Discussion took place regarding the alternatives i.e. different post, new post etc . after full discussion it was resolved by all  to ask SCC to carry out the survey now at the cost as indicated. 
c. Xmas tree 
Discussion took place regarding a sign for  the base of the tree. It was resolved by all that the Middle School be invited to design an image for the sign. Cllr Robbins will ask the school if they would like to be involved. It was suggested that there could be a prize for each year group, and then an overall winner. 

d. Closure of Worlingham Middle School and transfer of primary school site

The Chairman advised that with the closure of the primary school in 2012, discussions will be sought with SCC regarding the availability of the site for community use. Halesworth Middle School has been made available for the community – however full details are not known re acquisition costs etc. Enquiries to be made. 

e. Diamond Jubilee events

Discussion took place regarding possible events that could be held i.e. bands, picnic, fireworks etc. The fete is arranged for 16th June 2012 – and a discussion took place regarding joining the 2 activities. Volunteers to be sought to be involved in organising a jubilee event and the fete committee to be asked about joining the 2 events together. 
f. Correspondence
General correspondence was made available for councillors. 
4. Planning applications

DC/11/09021/FUL – Alterations at previously approved development at Former M J Hales site 

Cucumber Lane,  by Cucumber Land ltd

After full discussion it was resolved to approve the application. 
DC/11/1041/TPO – Pruning tree belt to reduce original pruning point at 14 Copplestone Close, by Mrs

S Wickham. 

After full discussion it was resolved to approve the application. 
DC/11/1057/TPO _ T1 removal of dead and broken branches and thin and tidy canopy at Oak House, 
4 Lowestoft Road by Mrs K Wigley. 

After full discussion it was resolved to approve the application. 
WDC decisions on planning applications

Waveney District Council planning decisions in respect of 2 applications (including the anaerobic digestor) have been received and were advised to council. Full details of the decisions and the conditions  attached to them are available for view on the WDC planning portal. 
World of planning meetings – November 2011
There will be two presentations of planning issues in Waveney at Beccles Public Hall and Wangford Village Hall on the 3rd November and 7th November respectively. 
Planning correspondence 

A letter had been received from a resident regarding fencing that had been erected on Fairmile Close. 
A response had been received from WDC who advised that there were no planning regulations to prevent the fence being erected and that any complaint would need to be a civil matter.   

The Draft Open Space supplementary planning document had been received. The consultation closes on the 14th October 2011. 

5. Reports on meetings attended by councillors. 
Safer Neighbourhood Team
Cllr Riseborough was not present to provide a report. 
Other courses/ meetings

No other courses had been attended. 
Councillor surgery 
1 resident had attended the councillor surgery to voice concerns about the anaerobic digestion plant planning application, and about matters connected with the Marsh Lane area which had previously been raised with SCC Punt. 
6. Clerks reports, updates and correspondence. 
Skateboard facilities – a letter had been received from regarding the possibility of having  skateboard facilities in the village. 
Council were advised that the writer of a previous letter had been invited to attend a council meeting but no response had then been received to the invitation. 

Cllr Summerfield advised that the pharmacy had contacted her to advise that they had had concerns with young people using their car park for skateboarding and as it is a busy  car park and they are concerned for the safety of the young people.  

After full discussion it was agreed that the council would look into the costs of a mobile skatepark that could perhaps be brought to the village occasionally and for  longer term possibilities to be thought through in more detail. 

It was suggested that the writer of the letter mentioned above could come along to council to discuss the possibilities. 

SCC Budget 2012 – consultation available for resident’s comments – comments can be made via the hard copies of the consultation or via SCC website. 

SALC Training – courses advised to councillors. 

Beccles Town plan – letter received from Beccles town Council regarding a consultation event being held to gauge views about the facilities in and around Beccles and the needs of local residents. 

7. Finance

a)Grants/ donations

No further requests had been received. 
b) Authorisation of cheques for payment

Proposed by Cllr Robbins  seconded by  Cllr Summerfield and  resolved by all  that authorisation be given for the cheques as presented and attached to  the main copy of the minutes  be signed by the relevant members of the Parish Council
c) Audit 2010/11
The clerk advised that the Audit from BDO Stoy Hayward had been returned and that  ‘ there were no matters ... to note.’  The relevant notices will be displayed in regard to the completion of the audit. 
8. Matter arising/ questions for next meeting

There were no matters for the next meeting. 
9. Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 1st November  2011 at 7.00pm at Worlingham Middle School.  
Meeting closed at   8.30pm
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