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Boyton Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE BOYTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 2006.
1.
PRESENT:
Keith Lilley


Parish Councillor (Chair)

Nicola Cassy


Parish Councillor
Dr Fred Stentiford

Parish Councillor (Responsible Finance Officer)
Allan Hall


Parish Clerk

Rosemary Clark
e

Suffolk 
County Councillor (Wilford Division)
Rhona Sturrock


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor (Hollesley with Eyke)
RESIDENTS PRESENT
Ivan & Penny Clark, Robert & Hilary Steed
2. APOLOGIES:

Elizabeth Lansdowne

Parish Councillor

James Greenwell

Parish Councillor

Pc Andy Warne


Community Police Officer, Suffolk Constabulary
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
4.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (06/09/2006)



These were accepted as a true record, and signed by the Chair.
5.
MATTERS ARISING
· The clerk confirmed that the return regarding footpath classification discussed under paragraph 12 of the last meeting had been submitted, but as yet no reply had been received.

· Dr Stentiford commented that the post box opposite the forest entrance still carries no collection times, or indeed any indication that it is in use. Rhona Sturrock has raised the issue with the postman, who advised that as the whole system is to be reviewed, a temporary notice will be displayed shortly. (Post meeting note: this notice is now in place).

· The Clerk confirmed that a bid had been made to the SALC for a laptop computer, but in the absence of any reply, it is assumed that our bid was unsuccessful.

6. SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Rhona Sturrock advised that the damaged ‘road narrows’ sign had been replaced near her cottage, but that the neighbourhood watch sign had not been recovered from the ditch and re-erected. (The clerk undertook to raise this matter with the SCC Highways).

She also gave information that a ‘bogus caller’ scam had been brought to her attention in the area, whereby the callers purport to be ‘Council Tax Inspectors’. There are no such inspectors engaged at this time by SCDC.

A white paper entitled ‘Strong and Prosperous Communities’ had been published, and she read extracts from the briefing summary. This signals no significant changes, but seeks to address a number of issues for possible improvement, many of which have already been introduced by SCDC. (The full paper can be found on the internet at: www.communities.gov.uk/index, while the briefing summary can be found under the notices section of the Boyton Parish Council website www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc.)
The Audit Commission has issued their performance table, which rates SCDC number 16 out of 365.
She recounted problems she has had regarding her broadband connection, and urged anyone having similar problems to complain to BT.   
7. SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Rosemary Clarke reported as follows:
The third and fourth consultation meetings concerning the business study for a possible A12 4 Villages bypass have taken place and a newsletter circulated by the consultants to residents and interested parties.  

Public consultation has taken place across the county concerning council tax and we aimed to get the message across that, in spite of enormous pressures on the SCC budget, the administration will do its utmost to keep any increase to a minimum.  The Council Tax will be set at the County Council meeting next February.

SCC officers will be preparing an outline business case for an EfW (Energy from Waste) incinerator to dispose of waste which cannot be recycled.  Parish Councils and Suffolk residents will be consulted.

A series of meetings have been held by the Cabinet, the Assistant Portfolio Holders and the senior SCC officers concerning next year’s budget.  We should know by the end of November how much the Government settlement will be – we fear it will again be insufficient and are tailoring the budget accordingly.

I have been involved in meetings with service providers concerning provision for vulnerable people in residential homes, respite facilities and day care facilities.  I am currently carrying out a series of visits to day care centres around the county.

Progress is being made in setting up Safer Neighbourhood Teams.  Representatives on these teams will be from the police, the District Council and other organisations.

Suffolk Constabulary has reclaimed £45k from the Home Office regarding expenses incurred during the recent “amalgamation” exercise.

8. FINANCIAL REPORT
Two cheques were approved for payment:



PCC (hire of room) 


- 
£10.00

Clerk’s remuneration


-
£150.00
9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING

The Clerk informed the meeting that one planning application had been approved by SCDC since the last meeting:
Boyton House – Erection of a Farm Office Building – approved on 1 November
He reminded members that progress of planning applications could be followed on the Parish Council website – www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc
10. VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT
The Chair recapped on the current situation, and expressed appreciation and gratitude for the sterling contribution made by the late Miles Shillingford, without whose involvement the progress made so far would not have been possible. Much of the groundwork has now been done, in that the Parish Council has agreed to act as Custodian Trustees, Management Trustees have been selected, and a draft lease has been prepared for a 35 year period, approved by the PCC. The next steps are to seek the agreement to this lease by the Church Authorities and to inform the Charities Commission of the arrangements. Garth Pollard, of Valley Farm, has offered to provide informal legal advice.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(i) Dr Stentiford raised the issue of poor visibility where the Little Scotland road joins the Hollesley Bay – Woodbridge road.  Encroachment by bushes etc. to the left of this junction means that it is almost impossible to see traffic approaching from the water tower direction. The Clerk agreed to write to SCC Highways raising the issue. 
(ii) The Chairman had attended a planning seminar organised by SCDC, and gave a brief résumé of the discussions. The SCDC performance level for handling applications has risen from 26% in 2004 to 68% in 2006, due in the main to having a full complement of planning officers. Delegation of decision making in relatively routine applications means that now approximately 80% of decisions are made by the planning officers, with the remaining 20% going to committee. The misconception regarding the role of the Ombudsman was clarified – he does not arbitrate on planning details, but on planning procedures. Local Plans are to be replaced by a local Development Framework, and the Core Strategies will be considered by Cabinet in late 2006 / early 2007. (Full details of these changes can be found on the SCSC website at: www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk ,under ‘Local Plans’ in the A – Z index)
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on TUESDAY 30 JANUARY 2007.
boytonpc@aol.com
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc
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