Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 9th September 2008 at 7.30pm at the Church Hall.  
Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer (Chairman), Cllr Burgess, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Hammond-Fox, Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights Cllr Robbins, Cllr Rogers, Cllr Tucker.  

Also Present; 
Mrs Beevor – Clerk, 
20 Members of the public.
P C Harris 
Janet Peachey – WCF 
Janet Peachey of WCF introduced herself and gave a brief presentation on the work of 

Waveney Community Forum. Her role within the WCF is to introduce community groups to appropriate grant providers for monies for projects that they are organising. 

Janet left her contact details and brochures about WCF.  
Agenda
1. Apologies for absence 
Cllr Duce – WDC 

2. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in the parish plan. 

Cllr Robbins declared a personal interest in the parish plan. 

Cllr Knights declared a personal interest in the planning application relating to 24 Park Drive. 
Cllr Culyer declared a personal interest in the 4 towns bus for the youth. 

3.  To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th July 2008. 
On the proposal of Cllr Robbins seconded by Cllr Burgess the minutes were agreed by all.  
4. Matters arising not dealt with elsewhere in the agenda. 

a) Church Hall – The church hall will close before the next meeting takes place. This will therefore be the last meeting at the hall. The next meeting will probably be at the middle school but details will be confirmed on the meeting notice.   
5. Items from councillors on matters not on the agenda. 
a) Bus timetable 
b) Beccles Town Council 

c) Residents handbook, village directory 

d) Allotments 

e) Salt bins 

f) Seats in village 

g) Road signs 

Meeting opened to the public.  
Reports and Questions

a)  Report from police.  
P C Harris advised the meeting of the following incidents that had occurred during July and August;  
9th July – criminal damage to a wall in Park Drive. 

16th July – domestic incident involving a common assault 
23rd July – a robbery at Fairmile Close for which 2 juveniles from Lowestoft have been arrested and charged. 

16th August - £1 milk money stolen from door step. 

16th August – domestic incident at Culford Court 

17th August – common Assault at Pepys Ave 

22nd August – bike stolen from Park Drive.  

25th August – bus shelter damaged on 3 occasions.  

26th August – bread stolen from the Spar. 

28th August – car damaged by a golf ball. 

August – domestic incident at Suttons Road. 
P C Harris advised that Insp. Powell has retired and that an Acting Insp. was in post at present but that a new Insp. will be appointed. 

A seat belt and mobile phone campaign is presently taking place. 

Questions to the police 
Residents voiced concerns about the incidents that are occurring at Bluebell Way play area. They advised P C Harris and council that there has been a major problem with youths at the play area. 

P C Harris advised that he had not been aware of any incident since one that he dealt with in June 08. P C Harris advised that every incident should be reported to the police so that at least they are recorded and a log will then be held. 
Discussion took place regarding the youths hanging around the play area. Residents advised that they had been dealing with issues themselves and that the police were sometimes contacted. 

b) Report from Cllr Taylor - SCC
a) Cllr Taylor advised that costings were now available for the Gating Order. The Chairman asked whether any further Locality Grant monies would be available for the Gating Order. Cllr Taylor will ascertain the position regarding this. The Chairman asked for 2 Locality Grant application forms to be made available to the clerk.   
b) Cllr Taylor advised the meeting of the present situation regarding the Boundary Review.    
Questions to SCC 

Cllr Taylor was asked whether SCC were originally going to fund all the costs of the Gating Order – Cllr Taylor advised that this may have been the case.    
c) Report from WDC 
 
No report. 
d) Items from members of the public
No other questions. 
Meeting closed to public contribution 8.10pm. 
6. Clerks Report and correspondence received. 
Full details as on the clerks report as provided to councillors, with a copy in the minute book attached to the main minutes and in addition comment was made on the following; 

i) Business cards – it was resolved by all that business cards would be appropriate and the clerk will confirm the cost of these. 
ii) SID data – SID not yet visited new locations. Unlikely to be visited before Feb 09. 

iii) Application for a grant for a marquee available via Salc. After discussion it was not felt that a marquee would be required on a permanent basis. It was noted that there are marquees available to hire through Salc. 

iv) SCC Play Your Part initiative – clerk advised that this was a single contact for issues that councillors need to report. Details of the contact number is available in the correspondence file.     

a) Boundary Review  

Cllr Tucker provided an over view of the meetings attended regarding the Boundary review and the discussions that had taken place. The timetable for the whole review is very tight. 

WDC has been asked to complete a financial workbook provide by the Boundary Committee detailing the finances associated with the options. These were to have been completed by 12th September but the Boundary Committee have now asked that 
a second set of workbooks be completed to include Lowestoft within Suffolk. The deadline has been extended to 19th Sept. Once completed the details will be made available on the website. 

SALC have provided a questionnaire for completion by parish councils to assist councils in making their own response. Councillors were asked to individually complete the questionnaire and return to the clerk. A majority view will then be taken for a parish council response. 
The resident’s consultation closes on 18th September. The responses will be collated and analysed. 

Both the resident’s response and the parish council response will be forwarded to the Boundary Committee prior to the deadline of 26th September.    
b) One Suffolk Computer Training 
The Chairman advised that contact had been received from ‘One Suffolk’ who would like to run computer classes in Worlingham in conjunction with the 4 Towns Bus. They have run these in other areas where they have proved to be very popular. 
To enable the classes to be held, the parish council are being asked to cover the travel costs which will be approx £120. 

After full discussion it was resolved by all to approve the expenditure. 

c) QPS
The chairman explained to the meeting the basic requirements needed to obtain Quality Parish Status. As the clerk is already qualified this first criteria is met.   

It was suggested that a working party be formed to consider the other constituents required to achieve QPS. Cllrs Culyer, Tucker, Rogers, and Robbins offered to be part of the working party.   
As part of the QPS process, it was suggested that although not statutory, consideration could be given to doing an annual appraisal for the clerk. Cllrs Culyer and Tucker will consider this further with the clerk.  

It was resolved by all that Council should work towards QPS.   

The Chairman advised that there should also be provision for any complaints from the clerk to be heard. Cllrs Rogers and Knights offered to be part of the complaints panel.  
7. Updates from previous meetings. 
a) Play areas 
It was suggested that for budgeting purposes and to enable grants to be applied for, a five year plan of the equipment/maintenance needed for the individual play areas should be drawn up. 

The play area committee will meet before the next parish council meeting to consider this further. 
Winer Diners 

Bluebell Way – The Chairman read out the letter from Mr and Mrs Trew regarding the proposed winer diner for Bluebell way play area which gives reasons why this should not be installed. Councillors were also reminded of the discussion within the public section regarding this play area. 
Councillors confirmed that their decision to purchase a winer diner for the play area had been due to the full use that the existing units receive, and the fact that grown ups appreciate having seating near to a play area.        
A full discussion then took place regarding the winer diner for Bluebell Way. 
After full consideration it was suggested that the installation could be delayed to enable the police to consider the anti-social behaviour that is occurring in this area. 

It was resolved by all that the installation of the winer diner at Bluebell Way should be delayed for 6 months. Review to take place in March 2009. 
Climbing Frame at All Saints Green – Simon Walker WDC has visited the site with the clerk and has confirmed that there would be room for a climbing frame within the existing area.  It would appear that there are section 106 monies that could be used for this purpose. 

Play area working party to consider the type of apparatus required and report back to the next meeting. 

2nd Goal at All Saints Green play area/ Basketball net 

Simon Walker, WDC, has confirmed that from a WDC perspective a second goal would now be allowed.   There would appear to be sufficient section 106 monies to cover this expenditure. 

WDC suggest that the original goal should be turned slightly towards the middle of the grass area and that a second goal be installed, with safety matting to be provided at the entrance to each goal. 
WDC will await the pathway to be installed prior to carrying out these works. 

Park Drive Gate   

a) Re second gate – Clerk to chase this outstanding matter with Tony Rudd at WDC. 
Woodfield Park drainage. 

Latest suggestion from WDC is that the base of some of the equipment could be raised to allow the water to run off to areas that are not immediately surrounding the equipment.   Simon Walker is considering further.    
Werel’s Loke 
No issues. 
b) Gating Order  
Cllr Cossey provided an update report on the gating order. Cllr Taylor and Cllr Cossey had met with Peter Ingram of SCC during the summer and had had a productive meeting. Peter Ingram had subsequently provided up to date costings for effecting the gating order 

Without the fence along the back of the pathway the costs would be in the region of £5200. The costs for the fencing would be an additional £4500. Peter Ingram had also provided time scales for the Order and these were read to the meeting. 
It was resolved by all that the Gating Order should go ahead without the fencing at this stage to keep costs down. The matter could then be considered again once the gates had been in place for a while.       
c) Parish Plan 
The questionnaires are ready to be delivered and the working party would like help from the councillors to deliver these. Meeting for volunteers to be held on Friday 12th September at the Primary School. 
Cllr Cossey left the meeting. 

d) 4 Towns Bus
It has not been possible to connect to the internet so far on the bus. However the Middle School have advised that they would try and assist with a wireless connection. 
Following the last meeting, the youth club members were asked whether they would like the bus to continue as well as having use of the hall. A majority of members did want the bus to continue. 

It was resolved by all that Council would fund the bus until March 2009 when the situation would be reviewed again.   
e) Pathway to Primary School 
The pathway has not yet been started as it was brought to the attention of SCC that they had not liased with the resident at the corner of Orchard Rise/entrance to the pathway. A meeting is to be arranged with SCC and the resident as soon as possible. It is hoped that work will start soon.  
f) Village Sign 
The post has not been replaced and there has been no communication from Mr Nourse.

It was suggested that as Mr Hall does work already for Mr Nourse, perhaps Mr Hall should be asked to provide a quote for the post and a base, and that he could liase with Mr Nourse direct. All agreed. It was mentioned that the replacement post may need to be stronger than the previous post due to the weight of the new village sign. 

Cllr Knights will ask Mr Hall to provide a quote for a new post and a base similar to that at Thurlton, and to ask Mr Hall to ensure that Mr Nourse would be agreeable to the post and base being erected in the same place as the previous sign.          
g) Open Gardens 
Thanks were extended to Cllr Tucker and Cllr Burgess for organising this event.   
h) Activities/events 2008/2009
Village Fete -   It was felt that as no response had been received from Mr Nourse, the village fete would not be taking place at Worlingham Hall. However Mr Croft had advised that he would be keen for a village event to be held on the Middle School playing field and for all of the community to be involved.  
Cllrs Culyer, Rogers and Robbins offered to form an events committee to organise this further.       

St Georges Day Event – Cllr Hammond-Fox advised that she would like to liase with the schools about this. Cllr Burgess offered to assist.  
8. Planning 

Applications
DC/08/0957/FUL – Construction of single storey rear extension and front porch at 24 Park Drive by Mr and Mrs Ford 
After full discussion it was resolved to approve the application with a comment that there were concerns about the height of the chimney. 

DC/08/0743/FUL – Construction of a first floor side extension and single two storey rear extension at 7 Holm Close by Mr Butcher 
After full discussion it was resolved to approve the application. 

Dc/08/0845/ful – Construction of 3 new chalet bungalows with double garages at 3 Lowestoft Road by Brian Sabberton Ltd. 

After full discussion it was resolved to approve the application. 
Planning Correspondence 
WDC Decisions – DC/08/0785/ful – approved. DC/08/0780/FUL – approved, DC/08/0708/REN approved, DC/08/0743/Ful approved, 
Section 106 monies – The section 106 agreement for Werel’s Loke is presently with Council’s solicitor.

The other section 106 monies presently available amount to £1505. 
9. Reports from meetings attended by councillors

a) Code of Conduct – several councillors had attended the Code of Conduct meetings at WDC. 

b) Cllr Knights had attended the Emergency Planning Seminar at the Town Hall. Businesses were asked to liase with each other to ensure that plans were in place in the event of an emergency at a business premise. 
c) Cllr Tucker and Cllr Holman had met with the WNCB committee. Discussion had taken place regarding the funding options that may be available to assist with the printing costs for next year. 

It was noted that much hard work takes place behind the scenes to enable the WNCB to be funded and produced and thanks were extended to all involved for all of their hard work.  
10. Finance
a)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made, including the cheque to the winner of the open gardens who wishes the donation to go to the multiple sclerosis charity, and the cheque for the insurance with Suffolk Acre. 
Cllr Culyer explained that the BT costs include calls made to him during working hours. 

11. Councillors questions/matters from above. 

a) Bus timetable - Council was advised that there appears to be issues with the bus service timetable as many buses do not appear to be running. Clerk was asked to contact First Direct. 
b) Residents Handbook – The Handbook that has been distributed around Beccles does seem to include Worlingham and it is published by Standbrook Guides.  

Cllr Rogers offered to contact the publishers and find out how Worlingham could be included more prominently. All agreed. 

c) Beccles Town Council – Letter had been sent re liasing over joint issues. This is to be considered at the next Town Council meeting. 

d) Land at Park Drive – some of the land by the playing field is managed by Durrants and it is believed that this may be up for sale. Discussion took place as to whether it would be appropriate for allotments. After full discussion it was felt that this would not be appropriate. 

e) Salt bins – the bins at Park Drive/Ashdale Drive and Glenwood Drive/Ashdale Drive need filling. 
f) Road signs – the sign at Oak Ave/Park Drive needs replacing and the concrete post at Glenwood Drive/Ashdale Drive is broken. 

g) Seats – the seats in the village need painting. Mr Crisp usually carries out this work. Cllr Burgess will contact him to see if he is still able to carry out this work. 

Cllr Burgess advised that he had been coming to the Church Hall since he was 8 years old and would be very sorry to see it close.   
12. Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 14th October 2008 at 7.30pm – venue probably the Middle School – to be confirmed.  
Meeting closed at 10.05pm. 
Chairman ……………………………………
Dated………………………………………..    
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