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Feedback from Discussion Groups
1. What were the key points from Simon White’s presentation?

· There is clearly a recognised role for the VCS to play

· Presents a real union

· Is inspiring and exciting

· Clear acknowledgement of the strengths of the VCS, flexibility, independence and far-reaching 
· Recognition that areas like Safeguarding are difficult because of the levels of bureaucracy required

· Focus on communities and communication networks is good, and these are areas that the voluntary sector knows well 

· Perhaps needs more specific detail about key directions?

· There is recognised value and respect in the work currently undertaken by the VCS

· Hopeful vision, presenting a more practical approach for engagement of the VCS

· The VCS welcome the opportunity to be partners with the Council in a mutual and complimentary manner

· Is there the potential to share the risks of innovative practices?

· The VCS are strong enough, professional enough to be part of the solution outlined

2. What role can the VCS play in statutory children and young people’s services?

· Key strengths of voluntary sector include flexible, non-restricted support for families and children

· Have the ability to develop volunteers

· Can provide services statutory services unable to provide

· Can work with early intervention

· Can work from a grass roots to a strategic level

· Question of have the voluntary sector sufficient existing infrastructure to fill the role outlined in the presentation?

· Voluntary sector not so good at marketing and publicising their strengths

· Perhaps needs to be more understanding from the council how the VCS works and what it needs to work
· Real community development needs strong foundations, support and funding from the Council

· Tendering/procurement can be a barrier to partnership working as it promotes competition

· Is there potential for the VCS to be involved in commissioning, and for commissioning to come from the bottom where key needs are identified, rather than the top?

· Is there potential for the VCS to influence the design of the commissioning process?

· Perhaps there could be shared protocols for intelligence gathering?

