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Boyton Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE BOYTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 30th JANUARY 2007.
1.
PRESENT:
Keith Lilley


Parish Councillor (Chair)

Dr Fred Stentiford

Parish Councillor (Responsible Finance Officer)
James Greenwell

Parish Councillor
Allan Hall


Parish Clerk

Rosemary Clark
e

Suffolk 
County Councillor (Wilford Division)
RESIDENTS PRESENT
Ivan & Penny Clark, Robert & Hilary Steed, Michael Beattie
2. APOLOGIES:

Nicola Cassy


Parish Councillor
Elizabeth Lansdowne

Parish Councillor
Rhona Sturrock


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor (Hollesley with Eyke)
Pc Andy Warne


Community Police Officer, Suffolk Constabulary
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
4.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (22/11/2006)



These were accepted as a true record, and signed by the Chair.
5.
MATTERS ARISING
· The clerk confirmed that although the ‘road narrows’ sign has been replaced near Valley Farm, the Neighbourhood watch sign had not been re-affixed. He is in contact with SCC (Highways) to rectify this matter.
· Dr Stentiford confirmed that the verge cutting at the junction of the Oak Hill to Melton road/ Little Scotland road had improved the visibility.
· The lease for the village hall has been drafted and approved, and a reply is now awaited from the Charity Commission.

6. SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Rosemary Clarke made her report, a full transcript of which is shown at annex A.

7. SUFFOLK CONSTABULARY REPORT

There has been one reported crime since the last meeting – theft from a motor vehicle at the Mary Warner Homes.
Safer Neighbourhood policing begins on 19 March, and a team consisting of 1 Sergeant, 6 Constables and 2 Community Support Officers will be covering the area that includes Boyton. The introduction of SNTs means that the mobile police station service will cease in some areas. The plan to have a police station at Sutton Heath is in hand and should be operational by 19th March.
8. FINANCIAL REPORT
Two cheques were approved for payment:



PCC (hire of room) 


- 
£10.00

Grant towards churchyard upkeep
-
£100.00
A precept of £1009 has been applied for.

The annual accounts will be finalised shortly and the audit process will begin.

9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING

The Clerk informed the meeting that one planning application had been received since the last meeting and a decision is awaited from SCDC:
Molehill, Boyton – extension to provide garage and storage.
He reminded members that progress of planning applications could be followed on the Parish Council website – www.onesuffolk.co.uk/boytonpc
10. REQUESTS FOR CHARITABLE DONATIONS FROM PC FUNDS
Over recent months there has been a marked increase in the number of requests for donations from various charities and support organisations, and the Chair felt that a policy for dealing with such requests should be established. Discussion showed the general feeling was that charitable donations were a matter of individual choice, and that it is inappropriate for the limited PC Funds to be used for such support, unless the cause concerned directly benefited the village as a whole.  
11. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’ LOCALITY BUDGET

Mrs Clarke referred to the provisional bid for £500 that was made for a grant from her Councillor’s Locality Budget, and asked that a formal request be submitted as a matter of urgency. The funds will be used to purchase two hardwood picnic benches, anti-theft fixings and a paved, hard standing area. The clerk will submit the formal request immediately.
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Dr Stentiford advised that the swing in the village green has been repaired and made safe.
· The Chairman had attended Central Area Parish Liaison Meeting on 29 January, and gave a brief résumé of the discussions:
· Housing development 2001 – 2021 – Consultative paper is due, which will cover where development can proceed

· Parish plans will form an integral part of the process

· No changes to the village envelope

· The ownership of community assets will be encouraged

· Suffolk Coastal Green Agenda – nothing new – recycling was the main thrust

· An Environment Sustainability officer is being recruited

· He issued a pamphlet on Local Strategic Partnership

· Inspector Ian Farthing, Woodbridge Policing Sector Commander spoke on the Safer Neighbourhood teams.
· Dr Stentiford questioned if some of the information e-mails received from various bodies would be appropriate for wider distribution. The clerk agreed that these were ‘general issue’ messages, and that if any villager wishes to be included within the distribution list, this can easily be arranged. Anyone who would like to be included should e-mail the clerk at boytonpc@aol.com
· The hedge opposite the Old School is getting rather overgrown – Jamie Greenwell agreed to arrange a cut.

· There had been one or two collisions with deer, particularly muntjac, along the road by the forest, and extra caution was advised.
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on TUESDAY 27th MARCH 2007.
ANNEX A

REPORT TO PARISH COUNCILS, January 2007

The County Council budget will be presented in February and the proposed Council Tax increase of 4.5% will be debated. This Administration, in line with its manifesto, has made every effort to keep Council Tax increases as low as possible and, in any event, these increases are capped by the Government at 5%. Many elderly people are worried about substantial Council Tax increases which they would have to fund from limited fixed incomes, which reinforces the Administration's firm intention to protect these people by maintaining a rate of increase which is as low as can possibly be achieved.

As you will be aware, the County Council has had a very difficult year financially, having had to make efficiency savings in all its Directorates amounting to £24m and this has been achieved by tackling the situation positively. The coming year will be equally challenging, with efficiency savings of £22m having to be made, and it is anticipated that the financial situation will not improve in the foreseeable future. The reason for this is that Government funding to local authorities is totally insufficient to meet the increasing services which the authorities have to provide.

The County Council has been given good ratings by the Audit Commission for the way it has used its resources, which means that we are performing well. The scores are proof that we are keeping to our commitment to manage the resources of the County well and look after the public purse.

A major review has been conducted into adult care services and I have visited many day care centres across Suffolk to listen to users' and carers' views - and to try to reassure them. A great deal of misleading reporting and commenting has taken place, which has resulted in elderly people being extremely distressed by what they see as or have been told will be the loss of their day care services. This is certainly not the case. In its review, the County Council has assessed all users and potential users with the aim of ensuring that as many people as possible across the county can access these services.

The County Council is in discussions with representatives of the voluntary and not-for profit organisations to establish partnerships in the running of day centres. The Council is a commissioning organisation rather than a provider. In a recent survey of service users, it was noted that people didn't mind who provided their services; all they wanted were services of a high quality. It is the Council's aim that high standards should be achieved and maintained, with an equitable spread of availability.

We are living longer and the number of centenarians is now remarkable - it is now not uncommon to live to 100. Suffolk's elderly population is increasing rapidly, with the number of people over 85 anticipated to rise sharply within the next few years. We have to ensure that care is available for the elderly, frail people and also for the increasing number of people with dementia who have very special needs.

Our achievements in this field have recently been marked by the award (for the second year running) of a three star rating by the Commission for Social Care inspection.  As an Assistant Portfolio Holder, I have to attend pre-Cabinet meetings. At a meeting in autumn 2006, Cabinet members were asked which sector should be considered as the Council's priority. Without exception, Cabinet members said this should be the vulnerable people within our communities (the elderly, people with learning disabilities).

The County Council met on 16 January to discuss the Government White Paper on Local Government. The Administration has initiated a "Pathfinder" scheme to be submitted to Government. This will result in much closer working with the District and Borough Councils (with the exception of Ipswich Borough Council, which is applying for unitary status). This closer association with other councils will result in many £ millions of savings.

As you know, a review of schools in Suffolk has taken place. The review has taken a year to complete, and members of the panel were cross-party County Councillors and education experts. The matter of middle schools, which will only affect the northern part of this Division where children attending primary schools go on to middle schools in, for example, Leiston, is proving rather contentious in some affected areas, particularly in the west of the County. Representations are being made to County Councillors by action groups and parents. The Leader of the County Council, Cllr Jeremy Pembroke, has invited representatives of these action groups to a meeting at Endeavour House to discuss the proposals. The County Council's principle aim is to improve the standard of education for all our children for the coming decades and, by reviewing the education system and possibly restructuring it, many millions of pounds might be available for building new schools.

"Building Schools for the Future": government money coming to Suffolk will be around £500-£600m. This money comes in waves: the first wave in 2008 is £150m. The next waves come at three yearly intervals over the next fifteen years. This money is to rebuild and refurbish secondary schools. A further sum is coming for primary schools but details and timings are unknown at this time.

In order to access this funding, we have to demonstrate that we have a policy in place which will provide for the future needs of our children. If we don't have this policy in place, it is doubtful whether we will get this money and the Schools Review gives us that policy.

It should be noted that any change to the three tier system would take several years to effect, by which time many children currently attending primary and middle schools would have finished their education.

The launch date for Safer Neighbourhood Teams in Suffolk Coastal is 27 March. Our local SNT, called Wilford Peninsula Team, will be located at Sutton Heath. The pilot SNTs in Kessingland and Kesgrave have proved very successful, with substantial reductions in crime figures in both areas.

As you may have seen in the media, Suffolk Constabulary is facing considerable costs with regard to the major investigations - there have been seven murders in the county during the past few weeks. The Prime Minister announced to the House of Commons that Suffolk would receive all the help it needed. The Police Authority would, in any case, have to use up to £2m of its reserves to go towards the costs of the investigations. However, we were told by HM Inspector of Constabularies at a Police Authority meeting last week that financial support from the Home Office is likely to be considerably less than we were led to understand from Mr Blair' s statement.

The Constabulary budget is being very carefully considered, with necessary efficiency savings. The precept will be announced shortly.
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