WICKHAM SKEITH

 

PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting Monday 13th March 2006

               in Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
 J Homan (Chair)
C Wright




       
N Merriam

J  Ede ( Clerk)


B Kemp






Also present :       A. Stringer ( MSDC Councillor)



  J Clover  ( SCC Councillor)



  8 Members of the public

.
Item 1--  Apologies for absence – J Medlock, S Sparrow

Item 2 – Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting 

Meeting of 9th January 2006 

Draft copy had been circulated to all Councillors. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Item 3 – Update on current issues
i) Grimmer weed growth – Various people had offered to loan waders. N Merriam and C Pearmain will co-ordinate the activity and seek volunteers for later in the year.

ii) Grass cutting Village Green – The contract has been agreed with MSDC and they will probable start in March.

iii) Footpath 27 – A date for the Public Inquiry is fixed for 11/12th July in the Village Hall

Item 4 – Resignations

i) D Trinchero resigned from the Parish Council as of 10th January 2006. This vacancy was advertised on the Village notice board, there was no application made to the Returning Officer for an election so the Council is now able to co-opt. The Vacancy has been advertised in the newsletter but there has been no response. Councillors will canvas for possible candidates.

ii) The Clerk has handed in his resignation with effect from September 30th 2006. The  vacancy has been advertised in the newsletter but no response to date.

Item 5 -  Village Forum : Open session for Villagers

i) Road gritting – SCC place piles of grit at various locations around the Village. Do SCC have policy for using this on the roads or is up to villagers.

ii) Vehicles on Footpaths and Bridleways – Quad bikes and other bikes have are using the paths illegally. Persistent offenders, if they can be identified should be reported to the police who should take action.

iii) Ownership of The Green – Several years ago the Council claimed ownership of The Green - under the Law of Adverse Possesion – the Clerk will report back to the next meeting on the dates and relevant minute.

iv) Highways repairs etc. – Last Autumn various Highway repairs were identified, there has been no action by SCC. Clerk to follow up.

Item 6 -- Finance 

i) B Kemp presented an update on the financial situation as of 13th March 2006

  . Current Parish Council funds are:

£1759.41 +  £600 (election provision)

ii) Payments due – Clerks remuneration and expenses : £530

iii) The copier donated by P Cox has a fault and we have been advised that it is not worth spending money on. The Clerk will investigate options.

Item 7 – Housing 

J Medlock and B Kemp have looked at possible sites/locations for low cost/affordable housing. At this stage there have been no discussions with residents, landowners, neighbours etc. The suggestions are to demonstrate to the Housing Associations that there are possibilities available. (see attached)

Discussions with two Housing Associations have been arranged for April

.

Item 8 -- Planning

  i)
 Applications notified by MSDC

 O/L for one dwelling on land adjacent to Skeith House including modifications 

  to The  Entry – Refused by MSDC

ii) Pear Tree Cottage -Tree Preservation Order on Oak in the grounds of Pear Tree Cottage has been initiated by MSDC. 

There has been considerable disquiet about the tree felling and clearance of the Garden of Pear Tree Cottage. MSDC have confirm that no illegal action has taken place Although adjacent to a listed building and adjacent to the Conservation Area 

The owners were within their rights to carry out  the work.

The Council discussed the issues involved, concerns of villagers have been noted.

It is prudent to discuss with MSDC before felling trees to ensure that it is legal (consult David Mitchell ). A Tree Warden within the Village would be a focal point for issues on trees, hedgerows etc. but no villager is prepared to undertake the role.

iii) Planning Application 0404/06/LBC – Re-roofing of Street Farm Farmhouse a 

   Grade II* listed Building 

   J Homan declared an interested in this item and took no part in the discussion

               or vote.

  The application involved a replacement of the existing roof reusing existing

   peg tiles where possible or equivalent. MSDC will refer the application to

    English Heritage before making a decision.

   The Council decided unanimously to recommend approval.

iv)  Local Plan – after some discussion it was agreed that a response to the MSDC

    Questionnaire should be considered at a separate meeting next week.

Item 9 – Reports


A Stringer – MSDC


There are no NHS Dentists in Stowmarket petitions are being sent to the Health 

Authority indicating the concerns of all local residents. MSDC are prepared to consider options for a subsidy to help find suitable premises.

SNOASIS will be considered at a Planning meeting in April.

Green Party is organising ‘litter picking’ in local villages. Wickham Skeith day will be Sunday 19th March. 

J Clover – SCC

Council Tax increase will be  4.5% 

A reduction in Central Government grant has necessitated this increase, budget cuts will be Necessary and 140 staff will be made redundant. This will be implemented by natural wastage where possible but enforced redundancy will be necessary.

Cuts in services will be necessary. The contribution of Voluntary organisations is recognised and their grants will not be reduced.

PC B Abbott – sent neither his apologies or a report for the meeting

Parish Councillors -- Nothing to report

Item 11 – AOB 

i) Damage to the Green at ‘Jacks Corner ‘ has been caused by lorries. Offenders should be reported to SCC using the new complaints form

ii) Annual Parish Meeting will be held on May 8th 2006 in conjunction with the Parish Council AGM and the normal May meeting. It should be noted that Standing Orders require J Homan to stand down as Chairman after her 3-year term.



Meeting closed at 9.20 pm

Signed as a true record of the meeting

The next meeting will be on Monday 8th May  2006  at  8 pm

