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Minutes of the meeting of Palgrave Parish Council at the Community
                               Centre, Palgrave on 13th January 2010
Present:

Councillors Barlow, Ling, Thorburn, Mrs Bunbury, Miss Sneddon, Ms Hicks 

PSCO Nic Kegge, PC Anthony Price, County Councillor Charles Michell
	01.10.1 Apologies:  Mrs Pattenden, Councillor Sparks, 
01.10.2 Declaration of Interests – There were none
01.10.3 Reports from Police & County Councillor Michell
PCSO Nic Kegge reported that there had been two crimes in the village since December. He went on to say that due to the adverse weather we were having, we should make sure to take extra care when driving; it was also advised that a shovel and brush were also taken in case they were needed. It would also be a good idea to have a blanket and spare clothes and should you own a high visibility jacket that would also be of help if you broke down.  On security matters he advises that all windows and doors be secured and to make sure you turn on any security lights or systems where necessary. Priorities at the moment are traffic issues in Eye, drug misuse Eye and Gislingham and criminal damage in Oak Crescent, Eye. They are still monitoring the access road by Palgrave School
County Cllr Michell reported that the Local Government Review had now 
re-surfaced. Public opinion is in favour of a one Suffolk and more will be known after 19th January. Cllr Michell went on to say that he had written to the Headmaster of Mellis Primary School congratulating him on not having to close the school during all the bad weather.
There were no outstanding requests in the locality budget.
01.10.4 Minutes of the meeting held on 9th December were approved and signed.
01.10.5 Matters arising – Ms Hicks queried what was meant by crown lift to 3 metres the trees on the green, it was explained that the lower branches would be removed. Ms Hicks also reported that Millway Lane was under deep water, the clerk was asked to contact the Area Surveyor Bob Daniels.
Cllr Thorburn confirmed that Brian Emeney and Matthew Tuck-Emeney had now taken over running the web site; he would be giving them a copy of the footpath map.
01.10.6  Finance Report
Authorisation of cheque payments were approved for the following:-

MSDC £433.24p for street lights
Palgrave Community Council  £140 room hire for council meetings

Palgrave Community Council  £800 grant towards upkeep of centre

Both of these were within budget and were approved, cheques were then issued.
Clerk reported that a claim for VAT refund of  £573.18p had been sent off
. 

01.10.7 Precept 2010/11
Mrs Bunbury went through last year’s budget and there were not a lot of changes made for this year. It was agreed to raise the amount put aside for hedges by £300 

as this also incorporates work that needs to be done to the trees on the manorial waste ground. The budget was set at £10,220 an increase of £124. Precept form was duly filled in and signed.
01.10.8 Churchyard  and Cemetery
Mrs Bunbury was to liaise with Perfitt’s regarding confirming sizes of memorials in the Garden of Remembrance, due to the adverse weather this had to be postponed.
01.10.9 Mid Suffolk Hedgerow Survey.
The survey had been started back in 1998 and 385 parishes are now involved. This is the last year that will enable Palgrave to take part if the council and residents so wish. 6 – 8 volunteers will be needed for half a day a month between May and October. There is a training day on May 15th at Thorndon. Clerk to write to the walking groups, gardening club and David Garnham. An article will also be placed in the star.
01.10.10 Risk Assessments
These documents were signed and dated by Mrs Bunbury. A copy will be place in the community centre and on the council notice board. These will be reviewed each January
01.10.11 Outstanding Items
4482 20’s plenty sign, hopefully once trees have been done on the green the sign will be more visible.
Litter picking Ms Hicks said that there was a tyre in Crossing Road. Mrs Bunbury asked if she would contact the relevant people to get it removed.

There had not been any comments regarding the Woodyard, clerk to chase this up.
01.10.12 AOB
Planning decisions 0120/08   Change of use of land for 5 mobile home holiday units at Millway Farm, Millway Lane. These plans were granted.

Mrs Bunbury informed the council that Judy Ward had shown interest in the vacancy for Parish Councillor. Clerk to e mail Councillors Guide to her.

There may also be another candidate considering becoming a councillor after March. 

An e mail had been received regarding the current cold weather and the effects on the elderly.  The council discussed whether they could do anything taking into account some of the houses in the village are not in sight of the road, as it was discussed that if anyone was in need of help they could put a cross in the window. It was felt a better idea was to have one resident per street whose telephone was given out for emergencies. Chris Shillinglaw had already brought this up at the Community Council meeting.

Cllr Ling said that workmen had been in Damm Lane putting rubble down, but the main problem at the moment was water, it was quite deep has it had no where to go. Clerk to contact Alastair McVail regarding this as there were people driving land rovers and bikes up and down the lane like a rally track.                        
Meeting closed at 9.20p.m.

Next meeting 24th February
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