Allegations management: Fact sheet                                                                                        4

	
	
	


	Power and Positions of Trust

As a result of their knowledge, position and/or the authority invested in their role, all adults working with children and young people are in positions of trust in relation to the young people in their care. 

Broadly speaking, a relationship of trust can be described as one in which one party is in a position of power or influence over the other by virtue of their work or the nature of their activity. It is vital for all those in positions of trust to understand the power this can give them over those they care for and the responsibility they must exercise as a consequence of this relationship.

A relationship between an adult and a child or young person cannot be a relationship between equals. There is potential for exploitation and harm of vulnerable young people. Adults have a responsibility to ensure that an unequal balance of power is not used for personal advantage or gratification.

Adults should always maintain appropriate professional boundaries and avoid behaviour which might be misinterpreted by others. They should report and record any incident with this potential.

Where a person aged 18 or over is in a specified position of trust
 with a child under 18, it is an offence for that person to engage in sexual activity with or in the presence of that child, or to cause or incite that child to engage in or watch sexual activity.
	
	This means that adults should not:

· use their position to gain access to information for their own or others’ advantage  

· use their position to  intimidate, bully, humiliate, threaten, coerce or undermine children or young people

· use their status and standing to form or promote relationships  which are of a sexual nature, or which may become so




















































� Caring for Young People and the Vulnerable. Guidance for Preventing Abuse of Trust Home Office  


� Sexual Offences Act 2003.Sect 16-19 re-enacts and amends offence of abuse of position of trust
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