Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th February 2009 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.  
Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer (Chairman), Cllr Burgess, Cllr Holman, Cllr Hammond-Fox (arrived at 7.25pm) , Cllr Robbins, Cllr Rogers (arrived at 7.25pm), Cllr Tucker.   
Also Present; 
Mrs Beevor – Clerk, 
4 Members of the public  
John Taylor SCC 
Agenda
1) Apologies for absence. 
Cllr Duce – WDC.  

Cllr Cossey, Cllr Knights. 
2) Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Robbins declared a personal interest in items relating to the parish plan. 

Cllr Culyer declared a personal interest in any items relating to the youth club. 

Cllr Holman and Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in matters relating to the WNCB. 
3)  To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th February 2009. 

It was resolved by all to approve the minutes. 
Meeting opened to the public.  
Reports and Questions

a)  Report from police.  
No police report.  
b) Report from Cllr Taylor - SCC
1) Cllr J Taylor verbally advised council of a letter that he has sent into the Beccles and Bungay Journal regarding the need for a southern relief road, stating that it is imperative that this goes ahead.   
2) Cllr Taylor provided a breakdown of his Locality Budget expenditure for 08/09. 

3) Cllr Taylor advised that the balance of his Locality Budget was granted to the WNCB who will go back to him in 09/10 if they still have a need for funding. 

4) Cllr Taylor had received a letter from SCC re the Gating Order. Parish Council also has a copy. 

5) Boundary Review  - a decision on this has been delayed until 15th July 09. No one is yet aware of the implications. 

Questions to SCC 
a) There is no bus timetable in the new bus shelter – Cllr Taylor will look into the matter. 

c) Report from WDC 
 
No report. 
Questions to WDC
a) The WDC local councillors to be asked for a report for the annual parish meeting on 21st April 2009. 
b) On Lowestoft Road from Rectory Lane to Garden Lane the verges need cutting back to make the path way wider. It was noted that Mr Nourse has cut back his hedging and this has made the pathways much wider and more accessible. 
c) Items from members of the public
There were no items from members of the public.  
Meeting closed to public contribution 7.13pm. 
4) Chairman’s Report including; 
a) Councillor Surgeries – The first one had been held this week.  
The Chairman is looking into the possibility of having a sandwich board made to advertise when the surgeries are being held. 

Two initial quotes had been received  - Signs Express £126.27 and Sign Connect £180 plus VAT. A third quote will be requested. Council resolved that a maximum sum of £130 could be spent on the board and that the board could be ordered. 
The dates of the surgeries will be placed in the WNCB this month. 
b) Village Sign – Mr Nourse has contacted council to advise that he does not like the idea of a brick base for the village sign and would prefer a wooden post as per the Beccles Town Sign. Mr Nice has been asked to price this as an alternative to the brick base. A meeting will then be held with Mr Nourse to ensure that he is happy with the design. 

An update about the village sign could be placed in the notice boards to update residents. 

c) WNCB Finances - 
As agreed at the last parish council meeting, further discussions have been held with the editor of the WNCB re funding. 
Cllr Tucker has been asked by the WNCB committee to formally request a donation of £1700 from the parish council for the year 09/10. This equates to approx £1 per residence which is pro rata what the other 2 councils are providing this year . 

In return the council has been offered one or two pages in the magazine every 3 months. 
The income of the WNCB for 09/10 is expected to be £12,200 which includes a grant of £5000 from the Suffolk Foundation and £446 from the SCC Locality Budget. Of this the estimated advertising income is in the region of £4800 (£1300 less than in 08/09.)  
The expenditure of the WNCB for 09/10 is expected to be in the region of £10500 which includes an extra 4 pages per month. 

From these figures council were advised that there would be a surplus in 09/10
Cllr Hammond Fox and Cllr Rogers arrived.
Discussion took place regarding the reason why the WNCB were asking the parish council for funds for 09/10. 

Cllr Tucker advised that; 

The Suffolk Foundation grant is in two tranches and £3500 of it has yet to be confirmed. 

The budgets are estimates 

The advertising revenue may reduce. 

The printing costs may rise (none of the printers spoken to will enter into a fixed price contract for 09/10.)      

To obtain further funding the WNCB have to be able to show financial support from the community. 

There is a desire to improve the quality of the newsletter and to get more articles into it. 

Cllr Tucker advised that the following were matters for council to consider; 
Does Council agree to a contribution of £1700 for 09/10 as requested?  If so would council have sufficient information to fill 1 or 2 pages every 3 months? Does Council wish the WNCB to be the main vehicle by which the parish council communicates to residents each month? 
Discussion took place regarding the request It was felt that there should be clarity about the role of the WNCB and a time frame for any improvements to be made. There was also discussion about the longer term funding plan for the WNCB – and ways in which to avoid an annual debate being required. 

It was felt that community groups also need to be encouraged to place articles into the magazine. 
It was acknowledged that getting people to advertise in the magazine takes much time and effort and this was much appreciated by council. 
Council discussed the possibility of having 1 or 2 pages extra every month in view of the requested contribution. 

Council were advised that the church in North Cove is producing an A4 bi-monthly newsletter for local events. 

It was proposed by Cllr Tucker to donate £1700 to the WNCB. There was no seconder to this motion. 

It was proposed by Cllr Rogers, that as finances had been secured at present to allow the WNCB to be produced this year, that a longer term plan be put in place to secure the future of the WNCB and that the council work with the committee so that between now and October 2009, this plan is formulated,  and each parish council is aware of how much space is to be allocated to it and what funding will be requested from them. 
If there should be any major increase in expenditure for 09/10 then an emergency amount of funding could be considered. 

All agreed with this proposal. 
Cllr Tucker agreed to continue as the parish council representative for communication matters and to work with the committee as per the above. 

Cllr Tucker will feed back the above decision to the WNCB committee.   

c)Council website 
Cllr Culyer will revamp the website and headings will be altered and minutes updated. 

Cllr Culyer advised that he would like to put the Worlingham articles from the WNCB onto the site but at present this is not possible as the articles are throughout the magazine rather than in one place. 

d)Annual Parish Meeting 21st April 2009.  

Discussion took place regarding a guest speaker. The East Anglian Regiment was suggested, as was the Royal British Legion, a speaker from the Patient Public Involvement Forum, or a speaker from Beccles Museum. Cllr J Taylor offered to ask the Suffolk Archaeological Society. All agreed. 
e)QPS
Councillor surgeries have now begun. 

A council information leaflet was considered. All agreed that this would be beneficial. The clerk will produce the text and Cllr Holman offered to design. 
5) Clerks Report and Updates on; 

Play areas;   

Woodfield Park – the letter from Simon Walker dated 10.12.08 was provided to all councillors. This provides a suggestion for improving the site. All agreed with the proposal. Clerk to ensure that Cllr Cossey is also in agreement. 

 Werel's Loke  - Re the Section 106 monies – parish plan suggestions to be provided for WDC. 
All Saints Green – Safety matting awaited for the goals. Designs and quotes awaited for a climbing piece of equipment. 

Park Drive – more quotes being obtained for trim trails. 

Gating Order – Letter from SCC dated 5.01.09 has been replied to. There were no objections to the details within the letter.   
6) Reports of meetings attended by councillors; 
a) Parish Plan – councillors were  advised that there had been some glitches with the presentation of the data but it was hoped that this would all be available by March. 

Volunteers have been invited to a meeting on 11.02.09.

2 members of the working group attended a meeting at Suffolk Acre on how to write the Action Plan. 

The working party are discussing the format of the action plan  and how this will be presented to the parish council.  
b)SORR – Cllr Rogers advised that she had attended 3 separate SORR meetings. 

Each council attending has been asked to contribute £25 to SORR. It was resolved by all that council would provide a contribution of £25. All agreed. 

Cllr Rogers provided feedback from the 3 meetings, one of which was held with Guy McGregor and Alan Thorndike. Mr McGregor had acknowledged that as the Ellough industrial area was expanding, the Southern Relief Road was a priority. 

With regard to issues local to each parish, the group will identify the issues within the individual parishes and Beccles. Some of these will be long term matters to consider and some will be shorter term. Mr McGregor had advised the group that he would have an open door policy to discuss any matters. 

Cllr Rogers asked all councillors to consider the matters that require attention in Worlingham and to advise her as soon as possible. The matter highlighted by council along Lowestoft Road and presented to SCC in 2008, will be included in the plans. 

c)Village Fete 2009 – The initial meeting of volunteers saw over 70 people attend. The group then divided up into those who were happy to plan the fete, those who wished to man stalls, those who would help on the day and those who could help with refreshments. 

The organising sub group are to meet again on 24th February 2009. 

It was proposed that a separate bank account be opened for events and that Cllr Culyer and Cllr Robbins be the principal 2 councillor signatories to this . All agreed.   The  initial donation of £1000 from council to the events fund to be made. All agreed. 

It was resolved that payments required by the fete working group up to £100 could be signed off by the 2 councillors during meetings if required and advised to council at the next main meeting. All other cheques to be presented at the main council meetings. Agreed by all. 
Discussion took place regarding any profit that may be made; the schools will keep their own takings. If there is any remaining profit made from the fete this year, consideration will  be given to splitting it between a local charity and future community events.  
d)St Georges Day – Cllr Rogers and Cllr Hammond-Fox have been  to the Middle School and discussed the matter. They were advised that the children will not be able to parade around the local area but would be able to parade around the school. Meeting with primary school yet to take place. 

e) Other meetings attended -  Cllr Culyer and Cllr Tucker had  had a meeting with a resident following a number of issues that had arisen from the last parish council meeting which the resident had not had chance to discuss within the public section of the meeting. 

7) Correspondence  
General correspondence was distributed in circulation file to councillors. 

a) Disability Access Forum – Cllr Rogers would be interested to attend and other members of the public to be invited via the WNCB. 

8) Planning applications 

W/09/0009/cc – B and B Skip Hire – redesign of existing site layout including a westwards extension of site boundary at land located at Beccles Business park, Anson Way , Ellough. 

After full discussion council advised that it would need more clarification over noise levels. 
DC/09/0095/AGO – Beccles Heliport, Ellough Airfield, Ellough – erection of a storage building. 

It was agreed to approve the application. 

DC/09/0030/FUL – Construction a single storey rear extension at 3 Croft Close by Mr and Mrs Drew. 

It was resolved by all to approve the application. 

Correspondence  
a)WDC – Core Strategy Development Plan – adopted strategy available for councils. 
9) Finance
a)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made. 

Discussion took place regarding the payment for rental of the middle school. Under the Local Government Act, parish councils are entitled to use school buildings if there is nowhere else to hold meetings. Salc advise that a payment can be made to the  school or to Friends of School. The Middle school do incur salary costs in allowing council meetings to take place in an evening. It was resolved by all to make payment for  any school invoices direct to the school. All agreed. 
Discussion took place regarding a cheque being requested by the village fete working group for WDC for £23. It was resolved that this cheque could be signed, and that the clerk would retain the cheque until the paperwork and invoice had been received. All agreed.     

b) Other Finance Matters 

Park Drive Play area cuts – It was resolved by all that SCC should continue the works for 2009. 
10) Matters arising not dealt with in agenda

Cllr Burgess advised that the kerbs are being raised at the bus stops. 
Worlingham Coal Charity – Cllr Burgess advised that he cannot get any further with this matter. Full report will be given at Annual Parish Meeting. 

Councillors were provided with a form to hand the clerk as they become aware of any village matters requiring attention.  
11)Date of next meeting. 
Next meeting; Tuesday 10th March  2009 at the Middle School at 7.00pm.    
Apologies in advance were provided by Cllr Culyer.  

Meeting closed at 9.15pm.  
Chairman ……………………………
Dated………………………………………..    
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