Draft Minutes

WICKHAM SKEITH PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting Monday 12th September  2005
 in Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
 J Homan (Chair)
D Trinchero





        
N Merriam

J  Ede ( Clerk)


S Sparrow






Also present :     A.Stringer ( MSDC Councillor)



9 Members of the public

.
Item 1--  Apologies for absence – C Wright, J Medlock, PC B Abbott

Item 2 – Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting 

Meeting of 11th July 2005, 

Planning meetings of 11th July 2005, 18th July 2005, 11th August 2005

Draft copies had been circulated to all Councillors. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

( Clerk to ensure that all meeting minutes are added to the website)

Item 3 – Update on current issues

i) Footpath posts – awaiting feedback from Villagers of lost or damaged posts. 

ii) Twin bin system for waste/recycling collection started today. 

A note to be put in the newsletter reminding residents that a ’backdoor’ collection is possible if difficulties in wheeling to the roadside.

iii) Photo copier – Parish Council now has a copier donated by Peter Cox. Clerk to formally acknowledge.

    Any PC documents can be supplied to public at a cost of 10p per sheet.

iv) Highway issues – SCC will take action on the standing water problems outside Swan House

v) A letter has been sent to the PCT expressing concern about the impending closure of Hartismere Hospital.

Item 4 – Village Forum : Open session for Villagers

i) Waste bins on Village Green – concern was expressed about emptying

of bins now that new collection system in operation. Clerk will check

        
    with MSDC.

ii) Weed growth in The Grimmer – Sue Hooton MSDC Environmental   Officer has been contacted about this problem. She will report back with some suggestions.

iii) Erosion of road verges – Damage to road edges and verges is causing concern. Clerk will contact SCC to discuss the issue.

Item 5 -- Finance 

i)   
     Barry Kemp is on holiday so there was no financial update available.

ii)  The following invoices were approved for payment 

·  Parish Council insurance £154.24

· Stationary  £87.39

iii) Donation to Village Hall toilet fund – Mary Paine gave an up to date     report on progress toward financing the proposed changes. The Parish Council were asked if they would make a donation to the project.

After some discussion it was proposed by J Homan that the Parish Council would  make a donation this was  seconded by D Trinchero this was agreed unanimously. The Council’s accounts were not available to the meeting so it was not possible to agree the amount. The allocation of ‘Locality Grant’ from SCC was not known either at this time.  The details will be decided at the next meeting. Because of VAT issues it may be more practical to purchase an item rather than give a monetary donation.

Item 8 – Housing Needs Survey

A provisional date for discussion with MSDC and Suffolk Acre has been agreed  in October. Concern was expressed that as the MSDC Housing Officer was leaving the meeting would have to be postponed – A Stringer will check the situation.

Item 9 -- Planning

Applications notified by MSDC

-  Single dwelling on Land Adjacent to Street Farm        Approved

- Two dwellings to the rear of Pear Tree Cottage
Refused

.

Item 9  -- Reports  (Mr Clover arrived at this point)


A Stringer – MSDC

The new leader of MSDC is T  Passmore, he replaces R Saunders who recently died.

MSDC are dissatisfied with the way that The Standards Board for England deals with complaints and would like to see a local system in place.

The issues associated with provision of ‘low cost/affordable’ housing on developments has been referred to a Public Inquiry. 

Local residents have complained to MSDC about the new lights on Mendlesham mast. The matter is being investigated.

J Clover – SCC 

Budget 2006/2007 – the proposed Central Government grant increase is 1% this is below the current inflation figure. 

SCC are holding ‘Roadshows’ at various locations to explain and discuss the budget for the coming year.

The proposed closure of several Community Hospitals is being strongly opposed by SCC.

A140 a consultation exercise is now in progress to canvas the views of people on the experimental 50mph speed limit.

PC B Abbott

Written report – it was noted that PC Abbott had not come to a meeting since July 2004.

Suffolk Police will no longer loan ‘road cones’. A large number of loaned cones have never been returned. They would like any cones returned.

Mini motorbikes – a persistent cause of complaint throughout Suffolk. Regulations  for use on public highways  are the same as for any other vehicle in respect of Tax, Insurance, Driving license etc.

Since May 2005 two offences in Wickham Skeith, both involved break-ins to outbuildings and theft of items.

Parish Councillors

Nothing to report

Item 10 – AOB 

i) Grass cutting of Village Green – N Merriam has decided that he is unable to continue cutting the Green due to other commitments during the growing season. MSDC will be asked to quote for this activity from March 2006. The Parish Council thanked the Merriam family for the service they have given over several years.

ii) Ft Path 27 – Notification has been received that the Public Inquiry will be held early in 2006. More details will be issued nearer the time. J Medlock will be asked to represent the Council at the Inquiry. 

.



Meeting closed at 9.15 pm

Signed as a true record of the meeting

The next meeting will be on Monday 14th November   2005  at  8 pm

