Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Monday 9th November, 2009

in the Parish Rooms, Grundisburgh

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations.

Present:- Messrs. A.Billings,  P.Brunning, D.Crowe (in the chair), J.Dunnett, G.Hartfall, R.Youngman, Mrs.J.Bignell, Mrs.J.Crowe, Mrs.A.Garrod,  Mrs.S.Grahn, Mrs.A.Willetts, County Councillor.P.Bellfield, PC S.Brett and 3 members of the public.

The Chairman announced that Mrs.N.Brown had resigned from the Council for health and personal reasons.   He had written to her thanking her for her work for the council.   A poster has been placed in the two parish notice boards informing residents that a bye election to fill the vacancy will be held if ten electors for the parish give notice in writing claiming such an election to the Returning Officer not later than the 26th November.      If no request is received the council has the power to co-opt.
1.  Apologies for absence      Mr.J.Goddard (holiday),   District Councillor I.Jowers
2.  To receive member’s declaration of interest    No interests were declared
3.   Minutes -The minutes of the Meeting held on the 14th September, 2009 had been circulated and were therefore taken as read.   It was proposed by Mr.Billings seconded by Mrs.Bignell, to unanimous approval, that these minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

Matters arising

3.1  Village Sign    The re-furbished sign is back in place.    The new Dog Sign should follow soon

3.2 Playing Field   A meeting was held on the 1st October between representatives of the Playing Field Management Committee and the Chairman, Clerk and Mr.Billings representing the Council at which the future management of the field was discussed.  Following the meeting the Clerk submitted proposed amendments to the Charity Commission Scheme and new rules setting out additional powers for a new committee to the Management Committee.   A response is awaited from the Management Committee.
3.3  War Memorial restoration    2 quotations have been received and are being assessed by Mr.Brunning and the Clerk.   Mr.Dunnett said that the Parish Council should not apply for a grant from the War Memorial Trust and bear the full cost.  The Clerk commented that he considered it was his duty to pursue all funding sources which the Council was eligible to apply for.
3.4  Village Green Phone Kiosk   A letter has been received from BT dated 3rd October inviting the Parish Council to adopt the telephone kiosk for £1.    Essentially this would mean that BT would remove the telephony and ownership of the kiosk structure is transferred to the council.  The pay phone has received little use in the last twelve months – only 71 calls being recorded.  The Clerk replied stating that the Council will not be in a position to consider the offer until the kiosk has been painted and asked for this to be done by the date of this meeting which they failed to do.  BT had placed an order for this work to be done several months ago Work No:EA36755170.   He also asked if it is BT’s intention to remove the telephony regardless of whether or not the Parish Council takes on the ownership of the Kiosk.   It was proposed by Mr.Brunning seconded by Mrs.Crowe that the council, provided BT painted the Kiosk, should accept BT’s offer and should ask whether electricity would continue to be provided to the kiosk.  Because this is a formal consultation applications need to be submitted by 2nd January 2010.     
3.5.  Old School Housing  Mr.Brunning reported that since the previous council meeting he had attended an acrimonious meeting, as a Parish Council observer, between English Churches Housing Group (ECHG) Officers and tenants of the Old School.   It appeared that the merger between Riverside Housing and ECHG was not working properly although complaints about the management of the development had been made for several years before the merger.   It appeared that the ECHG part of the group had financial problems. The split in the management of the houses and flats had thrown up several anomalies.  Promised work had not been carried out and although ECHG’s contractors, Needham’s, vans had been seen in the Old School area it was not clear what work, if any, had been carried out.
Mrs.Willetts said that in one instance work promised to be carried out before a new tenant took possession of a flat in the Head Teachers house in May had not been carried out in November – six months later.   This tenant was so concerned that he commissioned, at his own expense, a preliminary structural survey which revealed serious problems.  A full structural of the entire Old School site was probably needed.    Although the houses had new kitchens, new bathrooms and gas fired central heating installed nothing had been done to improve the flats in the Old School.   High ceilings and inadequate storage heaters had caused the cost of heating the flats to soar to such an extant that some tenants had to drastically limit their use.

The annual checks of central heating systems, which are a legal requirement according to the ECHG leaflet have not been carried out.
It was agreed that a letter should be sent to ECHG asking them to check the storage heaters in the flats to ensure they were working correctly, to fit false ceilings and secondary double glazing to conserve heat and to have a structural survey conducted of the Old School in view of the problems revealed in a preliminary survey on the Head Teachers house.

4.   Police Matters      Community Police Officer PC Shaun Brett reported that there had been an unwelcome increase in crime in Grundisburgh during the month of October from four reported crimes in 2008 to seven in 2009.  Most were thefts from insecure vehicles.   The Police will carry out checks on vehicles in the village to try to combat these offences.     Three Grundisburgh residents had volunteered to join the Speedwatch team carrying out speed checks and the scheme was growing.    The Police will also carry out speed checks.     The SNT team will be very active during Road Safety Week. 23-29 November. 
5.   District Councillor’s Report     No report
6.   County Councillor’s Report     Councillor Peter Bellfield said that difficult times lay ahead for local authorities.  Government restraints on spending will result in an annual deficit of £48m in Suffolk County Council’s budget.  The Council is exploring new ways of reducing expenditure including partnerships with other Suffolk authorities.  There are several instances where there is an overlap in providing services where collaboration with other authorities could make considerable savings.   It is possible that the Government may seek to take over local authority assets to release funds.

Suffolk is the seventh most efficient recycling county in the country.  Mr.Bellfield was pleased that a scheme to reduce traffic using the Parish Rooms ford was now in the offing.    
He will speak at the District Council Development Control Committee meeting dealing with an application from Hill Farm, Clopton which would increase the number of HGV’s using the site.   There was no further news on enforcement action at Gressingham Foods. 
7.   Correspondence     
7.1  Grundisburgh Primary School    The School is putting together a Travel Plan which could release a significant amount of money which can be spent on things like cycle storage or signage.  Part of this process is a consultation with parents, pupils and staff, as well as the local community.   The Head Teacher asks members of the Parish Council if they have any concerns with regard to the traffic caused by parents at the beginning or end of the day, and also whether they feel the roads to school in the morning are as safe as they can be for pupil cyclists/ pedestrians.
Mrs.Willetts, School Governor, was asked to convey to the Head Teacher the Council’s concern about inconsiderate parking in Alice Driver Road and could more children be encouraged to walk to school. 
 
7.2  National Grid Pylons    An Email was received from the Chairman of Chattisham and Hintlesham Parish Councils concerning National Grid's proposals to erect a new line of Pylons between Bramford and Twinstead and seeking the council’s support in objecting.    Her council unanimously resolved to dismiss all four of the National Grid options being proposed for the new pylon route. Instead, as both villages are directly affected by three of the four proposed routes, it favoured the under grounding of any new cables, as well as the existing cables, if applicable. This will not only minimise the impact of this proposal on the countryside, but if the existing cables are also put underground it will have a positive impact on the area and will remove the blight of the existing pylons.    Chattisham and Hintlesham Parish Council are seeking outside support. 
7.3  Litter Bins     An Email has been received from Richard Watkinson requesting that more litter bins be erected in Grundisburgh.  He complained that although there were several bins in the vicinity of the Green packaging of drinks and sweets was being dropped some 200 metres away at the bottom of Meeting Lane or in The Street.    The Clerk pointed out that there were six litter bins in the Dog & Village Green areas.    A bin which used to be located outside the Olde Forge Stores had been removed.   It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the owner of the Stores asking him to put it back.  
7.4  Woodbridge Road Footpath    An Email received from Malcolm & Sandra Green requested that a foot path be built along the Woodbridge Road ( B1079).    The Clerk had replied explaining that this was a long standing request and explained the process by which the County Council Highways Department prioritised such proposals.   He also contacted the Highways Officer dealing with footpath requests who will investigate how this scheme now stands in the priority rating and undertook to pass this information to Mr.& Mrs.Green.
7.5  The late Moira Constable       The Clerk will attend a Memorial Service in London on the 20th November.
8.   Village Matters    
8.1  Council Meeting Agendas    It was agreed that more information on agenda items should be included in future agendas.

8.2  Culpho   Mr.Hartfall reported that the Abbey Farm buildings had been sold for development.  He anticipated that a further planning application would be made.     The Planning Inspector visited the proposed Tuddenham Burial Site today.  It was expected that his decision would be made known by the end of this year 
9.  Financial Matters    The Clerk reported:
9.1  Audit 2008/9    The 2008/9 annual return forms with the signed audit certificate and opinion have been received.
The closure of the audit has been advertised and copies of the accounts made available to members of the public according to 

regulations.

9.2  Letter of thanks     Received from Greenways.
9.3  Application for Grants    Received from Headway and Disability Advice Service.   It was agreed that these applications would be considered by the Finance Sub Committee at its meeting on the 4th December, 2009. 
9.4  Payments received since the last meeting   

Suffolk Coastal District Council                  £8,000.00  Precept – 2nd instalment

9.5  Ratification of payments made since the last meeting and approved at the time
Mr.C.Hammond



  £71.99  Staining Village Green posts
BDO Stoy Hayward LLP


£155.25  2008/9 Audit Fee

EACH




  £50.00  donation
Mr.R.Fletcher

            

£293.00  Village Green Grass Cutting July – cutting damage from Willow Tree –

               filling holes

Anglia Water



  £54.28  Allotments – water charges 06/02/09 – 10/08/09

Mr.C.Hammond 



£293.14  Painting Village Seats (6), Notice Boards (3) and Finger Sign (1)  

Royal British Legion


  £40.00  War Memorial Wreath

Mr.J.Ager



£615.00  Clerk’s Salary August/September






  £46.44  Clerk’s Expenses





£144.35  HP Colour Laser 2550 drum






  £23.46  A4 paper & envelopes

Norse Commercial Services

  £50.60  Doggy Bags (Williams Store)

Ipswich Borough Council (Greenways)         £400.00  Donation Cutting & removing grass from Millennium & Lyttleton

                              Meadows

Mr.R.Fletcher



£207.00  Village Green Grass Cutting August

Suffolk ACRE Services


£508.07  Insurance (5 year long term undertaking)

Suffolk ACRE



  £27.00  AGM – 2 delegates  The Chairman & Clerk

It was proposed by Mrs.Crowe seconded by Mr.Billings, to unanimous approval, that these payments be ratified

9.6  Emergency payments were made prior to the meeting under Section 5.7 of Financial Standing Orders 

Mr.C.Hammond



  £71.99  Staining Village Green Posts and painting Finger Sign Post

BDO Stoy Hayward LLP


£155.25  Audit Fee 2008/9

Reg Snook



£279.45  40 A4 prints of portraits of Grundisburgh people – folder and inserts

Robert Fletcher



  £69.00  Village Green Grass Cutting September

Ashwell Signs


           £1,207.50  Refurbishment of Village Sign panels

S.C.Pearce & Sons Ltd


£455.00  Refurbishment of Village Sign

9.7  Other payments requiring approval
Mr.J.Ager



£615.00  Clerk’s Salary October/November






  £49.66  Clerk’s Expenses





£116.69  HP Colour Laser 2550 Cyan & Magenta Cartridges

SALC




  £28.75  Councillors Practical Workshop – Mr.Crowe

Mr.R.Fletcher



  £69.00  Village Green Grass Cutting October 

It was proposed by Mrs.Willetts seconded by Mrs.Crowe, to unanimous approval, that these payments be made

9.8  Account Balances as at 9th November, 2009
Business Tracker Account


  £7,468.26

 

Current Account



     £912.31





Post Office Investment Account

£19,974.70



VAT to claim



     £462.43





Total




£28,817.70




 

9.9   Budget Report – financial year to date     The Clerk presented the report – copy attached.   
10.  Highway Matters     
10.1  Parish Room Ford   Mr.Brunning reported that a further meeting had been held with Mrs.Sam Harvey, County Council Highways Officer, to finalise plans to reduce traffic using the lane running from Stoney Road passed the Old School and St.Mary’s Church through the Parish Rooms ford to Woodbridge Road.  A scheme has been devised that restricts right of entry to those who need access to the Old School and St.Mary’s Church.   The main points of the scheme are:-

· No entry signs at the Woodbridge Road entrance

· Access only signs to Old School and Church at the Stoney Road entrance

· Centre lines to be painted on the Stoney Road approach

· The pathway on Stoney Road passed the Old School to be extended with a white line to the driftway
· Two pedestrian crossing points to be marked on the road

· Wooden posts to protect the grass verge to the rear of The Coach House to be installed – the parish council to pay for the posts.
· The footpath over the Parish Room ford to be re-surfaced

· New Road markings on the Woodbridge Road to slow vehicles down
A Road Traffic Order will be needed to implement the main proposals and to allow for a period of public consultation.     Grundisburgh historian Keith Burch says that the lane was once known as “Sandy Walks” and this could be an opportune time to restore the name.   
10.2  B1079 Half Moon Lane crossing   Mr.Brunning said that a scheme to create a pedestrian crossing had been delayed as a resident was not willing to release land.   An alternative scheme is being investigated   

10.3  Speed Limits    The Clerk is to invite Mr.Luke Barber, County Council Highways Officer, to visit Grundisburgh and meet members of the Parish Council Highways Committee to discuss outstanding speed limit requests.

10.4  B1079 Hasketon   Mr.Dunnett said that the bend near Grange Farm Shop where a motorcyclist was killed had a reverse camber and the road safety surface near the junction with the C313 was worn and needed resurfacing.    The Clerk will pass his comments to the Highway’s Authority.
10.5  Gull Lane 3302   Mr.Dunnett made a request for a passing place to be built between Gull Farm and the Stoney Road junction.     The Clerk will pass his request to the Highway’s Authority.

11.  Planning Report   Mrs.Willetts reported:
11.1  Local Development Framework’s (LDF) Core Strategy      Residents are being given the chance to comment on the latest version of Suffolk Coastal’s proposals on where new homes should be shared out between now and 2025.   Suffolk Coastal’s Cabinet agreed in July to consult with the community about the updated housing distribution contained in the latest version of the Core Strategy.   Closing date for submissions 18th November, 2009.   Conditional of the Inspectors approval the Core Strategy should be adopted March 2011.     It is expected that the site specific consultation will start mid 2010.

11.2  Grundisburgh Draft Conservation Area Appraisal    This document will be circulated by the Clerk to Councillors. The District Council needs comments by the 28th February 2010
11.3  Applications approved by Suffolk Coastal District Council  since last meeting
C09/1092  64 Post Mill Gardens, Grundisburgh  Erection of front extension

C09/1178  Rosedene, Meeting Lane, Grundisburgh  Replacement of existing flat rook with lean to roof.

C09/1054  Old Police House, 6 Park Road, Grundisburgh   Removal of wooden fence to be replaced with brick wall

11.4  New applications received since last Parish Council meeting
C09/1411  Workshop Cottage, Woodbridge Road, Grundisburgh  Continuation of use of annexe as separate dwelling contrary to condition 06 of planning permission C88/0542 & alterations to existing vehicular access.

C09/1423  Ancient House, Burgh Corner, Grundisburgh  Erection of two bay cart lodge and attached log store

C09/1548  The Bungalow, Chapel Road, Grundisburgh   Erection of single-storey extension
C09/1673  The Coach House, The Green, Grundisburgh   Erection of bay window on rear elevation and insertion of roof light on front roof slope

C09/1674  The Coach House, The Green, Grundisburgh.    Listed Building application Internal and external alterations including insertion of internal walls, replacement of staircase, erection of bay window and insertion or rear window and roof light on front elevation.
12.  Save our Rural Roads Campaign    No report
13.  Parish Plan Outstanding Issues Report     Mr.Brunning, in Mr.Goddard's absence, said that ongoing review work on the Parish Plan Actions indicates no change to the position reported to the Council at its March 2009 meeting.   However the Transport Committee are pursuing with the County Council Highways Department three improvement schemes:    
· to provide a safe footpath from the gate to Lyttleton Meadow to Half Moon House and to provide a safe crossing over the B1079

· to restrict vehicular access and speed in the road in front of the Church and behind the Parish Rooms

· to restrict vehicular access and speed in Chapel Lane which is currently used as a fast cut through route

A further report will be made at the January 2010 council meeting

14.  Protocol for Public Participation in Council Meetings    Following suggestions made at the previous meeting a second draft document had been produced by the Chairman and distributed to councillors with the notice of this meeting.   Mr.Billings proposed seconded by Mr.Brunning, to unanimous approval, that the Protocol be adopted by the Council.    A copy will be placed on the council’s web site.

15.  Public Open Forum    As a member of the public wished to address the meeting the Chairman proposed seconded by Mrs.Willetts, to unanimous approval, that the formal meeting be temporarily suspended.        The following item was raised:

· Some entries on the Grundisburgh Village Web Site’s list of village organisations are incorrect.    The web master, Mr.Billings, asked organisations to inform him of any entries which need to be altered.
16.  SALC Report    No Report.   SALC’s AGM is being held this evening.
17.  Conservation & Footpaths Report    Mrs.Grahn reported that the Christmas Walk to Burgh will take place on the 
16th December, 2009.
18.  Outstanding Items          
18.1  Proposed footpaths B1079 Woodbridge Road, Burgh to Grundisburgh, Ipswich Road C323 “Dorney Wood” to Pound Corner Bus Shelter   Mr.John Goodyear, County Council Project wrote on the 24th April, 2004 explaining that these proposed footways had been given a “Two” category.   The County Council are building rural footways strictly in their priority order with Category One schemes being finished first, together with previously committed Category Two’s.  These highest priority or committed schemes make up the County Council’s construction programme for the next three years (up to March 2007).   The delivery of that programme is dependent on the level of funding provided for 2005/6 and 2006/7 matching the anticipated cost of these schemes.  

Mr.Goodyear in an Email to the Clerk dated 21st August, 2006 stated that, due to budgetary constraints, the C323 footpath could not be built out of the local east area budget as was originally hoped and that both this and the Woodbridge Road footpath were unlikely to be built for at least five years. 
18.2  Parish Plan Action Points Progress Report    A report will be submitted to the Council at the January meeting.  

19.  Any other business
19.1  Suffolk Record Office    The Clerk has lodged the following in the Grundisburgh Civil Records at the Suffolk Records Office.
· Grundisburgh Guide 2008 

· Grundisburgh 2007 Calendar

· Minute Book  12/11/1968 – 28/11/1979

· Minute Book  28/11/1979 – 17/4/1989

· Parish Meeting Minute Book 23/3/1976 – 22/4/1997

· Receipts & Payments Book 1961 – 1981

· Receipts & Payments Book 1982 – 1992

19.2  Parish Records    The Clerk will consult Mrs.Willetts (Planning) and Mr.Crowe (Finance) to see what old records can be destroyed following NALC Guidance Notes.  Items will be shredded by Mr.Billings.

19.3  Village Hall  Mrs.Bignell reported that she was finding it difficult to find village organisations willing to “perform” at a Village Hall Christmas Event.     The floor will soon be varnished and the toilets re-furbished.

19.4  Millennium Meadow  Mr.Dunnett reported that the Primary School’s Nature Club had recently visited the Meadow and will visit again in the Spring of 2010.
19.5  2010 Meeting dates   January 11,  March 8,  May 10, July 12,  September 13,  November 8  all meetings in the Parish Rooms except for the July meeting which will be held in St.Botolph’s Church, Culpho.   All meetings start at 7.30pm.
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