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	Internet usage and Inappropriate inappropriate Images 

There are no circumstances that will justify adults possessing indecent images of children. 

Adults who access and possess links to such websites will be viewed as a significant and potential threat to children.  

Accessing, making and storing indecent images of children on the internet is illegal. This will lead to criminal investigation and the individual being barred from working with children and young people, if proven.

Adults should not use equipment belonging to their organisation to access adult pornography; neither should personal equipment containing these images or links to them be brought into the workplace. This will raise serious concerns about the suitability of the adult to continue to work with children.

Adults should ensure that children and young people are not exposed to any inappropriate images or web links. Organisations and adults need to ensure that internet equipment used by children have the appropriate controls with regards to access.  e.g. personal passwords should be kept confidential.

Where indecent images of children or other unsuitable material are found, the police and Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) – see below for details, should be immediately informed. Adults should not attempt to investigate the matter or evaluate the material themselves, as this may lead to evidence being contaminated which in itself can lead to a criminal prosecution.

	
	This means that organisations should 

· have clear e-safety policies in place about access to and use of the internet

· make guidance available to both adults and children and young people about appropriate usage.
 This means that adults should:

· follow their organisation’s guidance on the use of IT equipment
· ensure that children are not exposed to unsuitable material on the internet

· ensure that any films  or material shown to children and young people are age appropriate




Local Authority Designated Officers (LADO)
	Area:
	Title:


	Address:
	Telephone No:

	Northern
	Area Safeguarding Manager
	Clapham House

Clapham Road Lowestoft


	01502 405188

	Southern
	Area Safeguarding Manager
	St Edmunds House

Rope Walk

Ipswich


	01473 581871

	Western
	Area Safeguarding Manager
	Shire Hall

Bury St Edmunds
	01284 352205
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