Minutes of a meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th July 2007 at 7.30pm at the Church Hall.  
Councillors Present

Cllr Knights (Chairman), Cllr Culyer, Cllr Burgess, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Hammond-Fox, Cllr Holman, Cllr Robbins, Cllr Tucker.  
Also Present; 
Mrs Beevor – Clerk, 
7 Members of the public

Richard Tucker was welcomed to the meeting – Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of Interests completed prior to the meeting. 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting. 

Agenda

1. Apologies for absence 
Cllr J Taylor – SCC 

2. Declarations of Interest 
The clerk advised the meeting of the planning applications for consideration. 
There were no declarations of interest. 
3. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th June 2007. 
One amendment – on page 1 item 4 - ‘Ashtree Drive’ should read ‘Ashdale Drive’.  

On the proposal of Cllr Cossey, seconded by Cllr Culyer the minutes were agreed by all. 

4. Items from councillors on matters not on the agenda. 
a) overgrown hedges
b) cricket nets/ balls – Worlingham Middle School 

c) overgrown trees – Highland Drive   

Meeting opened to the public.  
5.  Reports, and Questions from the public

a)  Report from P C Harris.                    
There was no report from P C Harris. 

Cllr Cossey reported that his neighbour’s gate had been kicked in and the police had been advised.  
b) Report from Cllr Taylor - SCC
No report 

c) Report from WDC 
 
No Report 
d) Items from members of the public
i) Mention was made that flooding does occur on Lowestoft Road and the road becomes dangerous particularly around 64 – 70 Lowestoft Road – clerk to advise SCC.  
ii) Flooding on the N/W corner of the play area at Woodfield Park had drenched Mr Harvey’s garden. Cllr Cossey advised that he had met with Simon Walker at WDC and will report later in the meeting. 

iii) Copeland Way – Tobar Clock – comment was made that the clock is distracting drivers.     
Meeting closed to public contribution at 7.47pm.  
6. Clerks Report 

Full details as on the clerks report as provided to councillors, with a copy in the minute book attached to the main minutes, and;   

a) Waveney Community Forum is looking at the funding options for the suggested pathway from the primary school. 
7. Matters Arising from previous meetings
a) Play areas 
i) RoSPA had replied to council’s letter regarding the weekly play inspections. Copy of reply provided to all councillors. Clerk to ensure that WDC have scheduled the play area inspections for the first week of each month. 

ii) Basketball at Werel’s Loke play area – WDC provided details of the basketball net that would be suitable for the play area and would meet all necessary requirements. The cost to supply and install the heavy duty Gooseneck basketball is £1270.00 plus vat – total £1492.25.  It was resolved by all that this basketball net should be purchased at this figure. All agreed. 

iii) Request received for a bin to be placed on the Old Lowestoft Road, at the end nearest to Marsh Lane, by the cycle lane.  There is a cycle sign post that could be used to place it on. WDC costs for bin are approx £350. SCC to be asked for permission to place bin in this location. It was resolved by all that a bin should be purchased for this area at this cost, subject to agreement being received from SCC.          

b) Parish Plan – The steering group are hopeful that an initial consultation will take place around the end of September, following which the questionnaire will be formulated. The questionnaire will be individually delivered and collected so volunteers will be required. 

A budget has been produced which shows initial costs in the region of £5000. Funding is being sought. A copy of the budget will be made available to the parish council prior to the next meeting and a request may be made to the parish council for financial assistance. 
Steering group volunteers now have a second workshop to attend and it was resolved by all councillors that the cost of £10 for the workshop and the corresponding travel expenses would be reimbursed by the parish council. All agreed.     
In the application for Suffolk Acre, the steering group are asked whether the parish council are undertaking QPS. After discussion, it was suggested that this would be considered once the parish plan initial project is complete as a parish plan is one of the suggestions within QPS.  

c) 4 Towns Bus – young people - Cllr Culyer reported that the bus had been well received by the young people. E mail from Ian Kerrison regarding the required future manning of the bus by volunteers, was read to the meeting. Volunteers will be required if the bus is to continue after September. A petition has been received from the users of the bus that they would wish for it to continue. The hall at the Middle School may be available for hire after September and it was suggested that consideration should also be given in due course to having the hall available on the night that the bus visits.  The Middle School have verbally confirmed that the bus can continue to use the parking facilities to March 2008.        
Discussion took place about the bus continuing for a further 6 month period after its present dates finish in September. On the proposal of Cllr Cossey, seconded by Cllr Holman, and agreed by all, it was resolved that the bus should continue for a further 6 month period after September. 

Re volunteers – 3 volunteers had put their name forward to help. More would be required to enable a rota to be formed. It was suggested that a leaflet be given to the children using the bus to take home to their parents asking whether any parent would be able to help on an occasional basis. It was suggested that a further article could be placed in the community magazine. Volunteers will need to be CRB checked to assist on the bus and the application forms will be provided. It was resolved by all that the CRB fee would be paid by the Parish Council.   
A draft Code of Conduct had been provided by Waveney Community Forum for the users of the bus and a copy was provided to all councillors. It was resolved by all that the Code of Conduct should be adopted. All agreed. 
 I T Training -   e mail received from Waveney Community Forum to advise that funding had been secured by them to provide I T training on the bus. The bus could be provided to Worlingham if parking facilities were available. The pharmacy had provisionally agreed that the bus could use its car park for the provision of the I T training.  It was suggested that the training should initially be promoted for the over 60’s. Discussion took place as to whether there would be sufficient interest to enable the places to be filled. It was agreed that the training could initially be aimed at the over 60’s but that if there was not sufficient interest it could be opened up to all age groups. Posters are to be placed in the notice boards, shops and Samford Court.  
Cllr Culyer to confirm the availability of the pharmacy car park. It was resolved by all that the training project should go ahead. 
d) Worlingham Sign – Following the last meeting the last meeting, contact had been made with Henstead Parish Council regarding their village sign. This had been made by Soanes Signs of Norwich. Contact had been made with Soanes Signs who had confirmed that the sign had been made in aluminium, not fibre glass  - they will provide a quote for an aluminium sign for Worlingham. Installation costs will need to be considered and quotes requested. 
SCC Locality grant of £500 has been confirmed by Cllr John Taylor for this project. 
e) Gating Order – SCC are progressing with their formalities. Mrs French has seen the proposed map of the project.   
f) Councillor vacancies – co-option – Richard Tucker welcomed to the Parish Council. One vacancy remains. 
g) Councillor Areas –Mr Tucker offered to cover area 2. List to be updated.
h) Name badges – Salc advise that they have previously used Fattorini suppliers for their name badges. It was suggested that WDC and SCC may have facilities for making name badges. Badges will be required by all councillors and by the parish plan steering group volunteers. Quotes to be obtained from Fattorini, WDC and SCC.  
i) Highway consultation – Lowestoft Road. 

Mark Kerridge and Keith Sampson of SCC are undertaking a feasibility study for highways of Lowestoft Road and have asked the parish council to provide comments/suggestions as to how/where improvements are required. 

It was agreed that councillors would meet at the church hall on Saturday to walk the route and to note comments as appropriate. Comments to be forwarded to SCC.      
 8. Correspondence

Councillors were provided with details of the general correspondence which will be passed around in the circulation folder. 

Other correspondence; 

a) Floodline co-ordinator – Mr Duce has been advised that he is still recorded as a floodline contact although he had advised them of his resignation from the parish council. No replacement contact to be provided.    
b)  WDC will be carrying out Code of Conduct training on Thursday 20th September. Place and time to be confirmed. 

c) Copy letter received from WDC to Mark Elliott Furniture regarding retail sales. 

d) David King WDC verbally confirmed that he is still considering the situation at Boasts Industrial Estate and will report to council when the matter has been progressed.        
9. Planning 
DC/07/1277/FUL Construction of a single storey rear extension at 36 Lowestoft Road by Mr C Driver
Councillors resolved to approve the application. 
DC/07/1275/FUL – construction of a single storey front extension at 4 Hornbeam Close by Mr and Mrs Blake. 
After due consideration council refused this application with the comment that the proposed extension is in front of the building line.   
DC/07/1284/FUL – single storey rear extension at 32 Copplestone Close by Mr N C Lovelock. 
Councillors resolved to approve the application. 
10. Meetings attended by Councillors 
a) Cllr Cossey advised that he had met with a resident of Willow Close regarding a complaint that cricket balls were being hit into his garden from the Middle School grounds. 

Cllr Robbins confirmed that she had spoken to the Headteacher on this matter who advised that the school had received correspondence from the resident and had replied direct to the resident to try to resolve the matter – however the cricket nets are concreted into the ground and the cost of moving these would be prohibitive.   
Cllr Robbins confirmed that she would ask the school to  ensure that the nets are correctly tighten and tied, when they are put up in 2008. 

b) Cllr Cossey reported that he had received a telephone call from a resident who advised that the brambles along Lowestoft Road were causing a problem. Clerk to advise that the matter is being dealt with. 

c) Cllr Cossey advised that he had met with WDC Cllr Duce regarding the state of the open spaces and the issues that were outstanding. List of items outstanding provided to Cllr Duce, and a copy to the clerk  for monitoring.    
d) Cllr Cossey had met with Simon Walker of WDC at Woodfield Park regarding the flooding issues there. Photographs of the problems incurred at the area during and after rain fall were left with Simon Walker for his consideration. He will report back to the parish council in due course. 
e) Cllr Robbins confirmed that she had completed the new councillor training course.   
11. Finance
a) Authorisation of payments for parish plan steering group – As any grant funding to the parish plan will be paid to the parish council, a discussion took place regarding payments that may need to be made by the steering group. It was proposed that as long as a copy of the budget was held, and the funding was available, any invoice needing immediate payment for the parish plan could be signed by 3 councillors outside of the normal monthly cheque signing, as appropriate.  It was resolved by all that this would be agreed. 
The printing of leaflets will be required during August/September for the initial consultation. It was resolved by all that a cheque for a maximum of £200 would be agreed for the printing of the leaflets and that settlement of the invoice could be made by 3 signatories prior to the next council meeting  in September should the need arise. All agreed.  
b) Authorisation of cheques for  payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and details of the transfer required and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made. 
c) Bank mandate - The clerk will obtain a new mandate and circulate for signatures.  

12. Councillors questions/matters from above. 

a) Brambles are over hanging the pathway from Rectory Lane/ 1 Ash Tree Close.  Letter to be sent to 1 Ash Tree Close. 
b) Hedge is overhanging the path into Garden Lane from 31 Brookwood Close – letter to be sent. 

c) cricket nets/balls – dealt with as above. 

d) Tree overhanging footpath opposite 49 Highland Drive – WDC to be contacted. It was suggested that the above item be advised to Simon Walker and added to his outstanding jobs list         
13. Date of next meeting. 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th September 2007 at 7.30pm. 
Meeting closed at 9.45pm. 

Chairman ……………………………        Dated…………………………    
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