Draft Minutes

WICKHAM SKEITH PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting Monday 14th March 2005
 in Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
 J Homan (Chair)
C Wright

J  Ede ( Clerk)



             
J Medlock

N Merriam





S Sparrow

B Kemp






Also present :     A.Stringer ( MSDC Councillor)



 J Clover ( SCC Councillor)



16 Members of the public

.
Item 1--  Apologies for absence –  D Trinchero, PC Barry Abbott was not available as he is on a course.

Item 2 – Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting January 10th 2005 and February 14th 2005 . Draft copies had been circulated to all Councillors. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Item 3 – Update on current issues

i) Housing Survey – Awaiting analysis by Suffolk ACRE should be complete end March 2005

ii) Revised Youth Club – Odile Wladon had intended to start this in February but the bureaucracy and costs associated with start up and organisation make it an unrealistic proposition. 

iii) Speed limit at Stoke Ash School – A request to SCC has met with a fairly negative response. They are concentrating their efforts and resources in urban areas. Rural areas are very low priority.

iv) Footpath 27 – Objections have been made to the proposal to realign the footpath, SCC will now press for a Public Enquiry to be convened.

v) BT problems – Letters and phone calls have been made to BT on various issues. They do not acknowledge or reply to letters and phone calls have achieved no response to the items raised. Communicating with BT is a frustrating and difficult exercise.

Item 4 – Village Forum – Open session

i) Toad Sign – A new sign was requested sometime ago. It was agreed to

                  purchase a new one ASAP. The cost is about £45.

ii) Footpath posts – Various posts have been broken or removed. S Sparrow will give a list to the Clerk so that SCC can be advised. 

Item 5 – Finance 

i) The year-to-date accounts were presented to the meeting showing a balance of £2461. It is anticipated that at the end of the financial year the Council would have a reserve of about £1800 plus a provision of £600 for a future election. 

ii) Payment approvals – £213.78, the balance of the Locality Grant for the Lunch Club items. A revised cheque had been sent to Suffolk ACRE for insurance as they had lost the previous one.

 Item 6 – Planning

i)
Planning Applications   -- 

a)  No.1472/04 -  New dwelling and vehicular access on  land adjacent to 136,Grange Rd.. This has been approved by MSDC the conditions requested by the Parish Council are not included in the approval.

b)  No. 0107/05 – two semi detached dwellings to the rear of ‘Ayton’ – a decision on this application is not due until April 7th 2005

Item 7 – Village web site



Software problems with the site have now been resolved after a visit from 

Kerry Burns. The first edition of  the website should be live by the end of March 2005. Various aspects of Village life and activities will be included. It was agreed that the minutes of Parish Council meetings would be included. The site is primarily for information and although village facilities and activities will be shown commercial advertising will not be included.

.

Item 8  -- Reports

i) J Clover – SCC 

SCC has a poor school attendance record. 6.4% of pupils are absent every day (4416 out of 69000) Considerable effort is being expended to improve this situation.

Art in education is being encouraged to develop creative skills in children.

There is a  vacancy for a LEA governor at Stoke Ash School – (this will be advertised in the newsletter.)

ii) A Stringer – MSDC

The East of England Plan first phase consultation is in progress. It makes little reference to Suffolk and tends to totally ignore rural issues particularly small rural villages. Transport issues are related to Stansted and Felixstowe. Only strategic roads A14/A12 warrant any comment. New developments will be concentrate in regional urban centres, not in the countryside.

Twin bins – these will be introduced in Wickham Skeith in October 2005

Fly tipping – this problem is increasing. A Stringer and other colleagues has made quite an effort to clean up affect areas. Wickham Skeith problem areas are The Green, rubbish from fisherman, and the lay-bys along The Chantry, general household rubbish. MSDC will take action against proven culprits.

Council Tax – MSDC budget required a small percentage increase for the year 2005/2006.

iii) PC B Abbott – (not present )

No report sent for the meeting. Concern was expressed about the handling of a recent request for police presence at a ‘rave’ function in the Village Hall. Officers drove past and took no action. Inspector King at Stowmarket has been advised at the concerns about lack of support.

Two crimes were reported since the last meeting, burglary in Daisy Green Lane and a stolen vehicle on The Green.



iv)
Parish Councillors – 

J Medlock – Road sweepings in the Village were dumped in a ditch in Daisy Green Lane. MSDC were advised and action was taken to remove them. This was an unacceptable practice. A Planning consultation questionnaire is to be completed.

Training courses on Planning consultations are being held 

J Homan will try to attend on 31/March at Hoxne.

N Merriam – notices to deter night fishing on the Grimmer yet to be done. Replacement notice on general fishing rules to be printed for Notice Board.

S Sparrow – reported on a new Bill being laid before Parliament that would help to create ‘Cleaner Neighbourhoods and Environments, the Bill gives Parish and Local Councils enforcement powers.

Item 9 – West Suffolk Victim Support Charity


Joan McCarthy gave a presentation to the Council on the activities and function of this Charity. Victims of crime are given help and support to overcome the personal traumas and problems. Financial donations are welcome to this charity.

Item 10 – Annual Parish Meeting etc. – Mon 9th May 2005 starting at 7 .30

The next meeting is a combination event – 

i) Annual Parish meeting – this will review the Village year and consider any items of discussion raised by Villagers. A guest speaker on Hedgerows and Hedgerow surveys has been arranged.

ii) Annual General Meeting of Parish Council – review of the year and election of Officers.

iii) Normal Parish Council meeting.

Details of this event will be publicised in the newsletter April and May.



Meeting closed at 9.30 pm

The next meeting will be on Monday 9th May 2005 at 7.30pm


Annual Parish Meeting    7.30 p.m


AGM Parish Council 
      8.15 p.m


Parish Council Meeting  8.30 p.m

Signed as a true record of the meeting

