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Introduction  
 
Why write anything about Worlingham?  
 
Well, because there does not appear to be too much readily available on the history of the 
village and it is well worthy, like so many other small villages, of having its story told. A 
pleasant stroll around the village now gives very little feel of what its past residents must 
have been like or how they lived their lives. Other than the church, Worlingham Hall and a 
farmhouse or two there is not a lot visible to remind us of the rural life of times gone by. 
Today the village is swollen by new estates and the differentiation between where it ends 
and Beccles starts is in danger of being lost but it retains a character that has certainly 
won me over.  
 
When I moved to Suffolk two years ago my family and I looked at many places in the 
Waveney valley but there was something about Worlingham that struck a note. It still has a 
community feel, people seemed welcoming as I passed them in the street and it makes 
one feel that the better values from the past, that the massive oaks that characterise the 
village must have witnessed, are still here somewhere within the fabric of the community. 
 
While the bricks and mortar in the village may bear little resemblance to that of over a 
century ago I think we have to acknowledge that it is the people that make a community 
and not the built environment. Furthermore, it is not individuals or local families that are the 
keepers of 'Worlinghamness' because they are often transient in their passage through the 
village and their legacy gets passed on elsewhere as Worlingham inherits the legacies of 
families from other places. So in this written project I have purposefully not looked to 
capture the history of Worlingham, nor to characterise its inhabitants from any point in 
history - I have taken, with the help of many contributors a different take on Worlingham. 
 
The village in 1881 had less than 200 inhabitants compared to the 3300+ of today. Even 
back then those 200 people were a diverse collection with little more than half being born 
in the village (and many of those were the young children). Though it is fair to say that 
most immigrated from the local villages of Suffolk and Norfolk one still gets the impression 
that the Worlingham population was in a constant state of flux. One might look at names 
on the gravestones in the All Saints churchyard and feel that you are observing families 
that form the essence of Worlingham (for some a good claim could be made) but 
prominent names such as Byles, Frost, Lee, Lewis, Parfitt and Prime were completely 
absent from the village in 1881. 
 
I, like many others of the 'Time Team' and 'Who do you think you are' generation, have 
become fascinated by local history and genealogy. Knowledge of your ancestors gives a 
feeling of continuity and worth and knowing something about where you live allows you to 
feel more at home there. However, while I am interested in the history of Worlingham I am 
even more intrigued by what the residents of Worlingham have done. What have they 
achieved and where have they gone? The lives of the Worlingham diaspora are really the 
legacy of the village. 
 
So that is the premise of what is presented here. Take the inhabitants of a village at a 
given point in the past, in this case 1881, and try to establish what their descendents have 
contributed to the wider world, what have their lives been like and how far spread across 



the globe have they gone? What have the progeny of the farm workers and agricultural 
labourers, which was the primary occupation in the village of 1881, done? To get some 
understanding of this is to understand the nature of the people that have lived in the village 
and is an insight into the concept of social mobility (something that is not just a modern 
phenomenon).  
 
When people start to research their own family history I think most would admit that, deep 
down, they would really quite like to discover that they have rich, famous or at least 
interesting ancestors. But when you truly get into it even the most mundane of existences 
lived by a Great Grandfather is wondrous because they are YOUR Great Grandfather. 
That is how I feel about the contributions made in this document. Yes, it would have been 
great to have had a Nobel Prize winner or international sports hero with a debt of 
existence rooted in Worlingham but I was not expecting that. As with the mundane 
existence of many of my relatives I have found even the most rudimentary and basic 
accounts of the descendents of our 1881 Worlingham cohort absolutely fascinating and 
just as important to the make up of the Worlingham Legacy as anything else. However, as 
you will read, there have been some pretty special people that owe much of their life to 
those past residents of Worlingham. 
 
So how did I go about tackling this challenge - I have no historic roots in Worlingham 
myself? I had to find those that do (even if they were not aware of it) and simply ask them 
to make a written contribution to the project. For some the internet is a source of concern 
but for those of us researching family history it is a godsend and it is through web-based 
resources I was able to trace my fellow contributors. It must have been strange for them to 
have got the request out of the blue from a complete stranger to contribute to the project 
but it says something about their nature (and perhaps about those with links to 
Worlingham) that, almost to a person they were extremely enthusiastic about the project. I 
make no excuses for the difference in content and style of the contributions they are all of 
equal value and are all part of what is 'The Legacy of Worlingham'. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Legacy of the Worlingham Agricultural and 
Farm Labourers  
 
The surrounds and activity of Worlingham in the 19th century would have been 
overwhelmingly agricultural. Though the industrial revolution was dominant in other parts 
of the country the primary form of employment in Worlingham of 1881 was still in 
agriculture. The life of agricultural labourers was hard, characterised by hard labour, long 
hours, poor wages and often poor accommodation. It is fitting, therefore, that the most 
numerous of the contributions comes from the ancestors of the agricultural and farm 
labourers some of which would have been local and others would have moved around the 
countryside 'selling' their labour. Here we have 5 articles outlining what happened to the 
families of these hardy people..... 
  
The Legacy of Robert Read   
By Philip Read (Bakewell, Derbyshire) 
 
1881 Census entry 
Dwelling: Turnpike Cottage, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

Robert 
READ  

Head  M  Male  35  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Ag Labourer  

Eliza READ  Wife  M  Female  25  St Andrews, Suffolk, 
England  

Ag Labourers 
Wife  

Anna READ Daur  U  Female  12  South Cove, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

James M. 
READ  

Son  U  Male  4  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

Harry READ Son  U  Male  3  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

 
 

To my knowledge, the first of my ancestors to be linked to the village of Worlingham was 
my 3rd great grandfather, Edward Read.  Born in the last decade of the 18th century in the 
small Suffolk village of Westleton where his father, Robert, was a blacksmith, Edward grew 
up in the turbulent era of the Napoleonic wars.  No doubt influenced by the agricultural 
depression in the aftermath of the war Edward and his sweetheart Mary Ann Taylor were 
both past the first flush of youth and into their middle twenties before they felt their world 
stable enough to marry.  However, in 1818, under the thatched roof of the ancient church 
of St Peter they plighted their troth and moved to begin married life in Worlingham.  In the 
summer of the following year Mary Ann bore a son, James Martin, who was christened at 
All Saints on 1st August, 1819.  As many of his ilk, Edward was employed on the land and 
remained so throughout his life, his son likewise.  

 



By 1841 James Martin, now aged 21, was working as a farm labourer for George Sutton, 
possibly the same family friend who had witnessed Edward and Mary Ann’s wedding 
twenty years before.  Also working on the farm was a Georgiana Read, probably James’ 
sister but I have not been able to determine this, for certain. 

 
In November 1841 James married Mary Ann Briggs and with the birth of twin sons in 1842 
founded a dynasty of Reads, his grandchildren totalling almost one hundred.  His mother, 
Mary Ann, saw only the birth of her twin grandsons, before dying of asthma in 1843 
trusting her husband to look after Mary Ann Shelley the young foundling child she had 
taken under her wing.  Edward duly complied, referring to her as his ‘daughter in law’, in 
the fashion of the times. 

 
Edward, bereft from the sudden loss of his wife, eventually found consolation in the form of 
Hannah Briggs.  Hannah was the unmarried elder sister of James’ wife and most probably 
had helped the twenty year Mary Ann with the birth and care of the twins, since they had 
lost their mother two years earlier. Greatly smitten over the following years by this amiable 
lady. Edward took her as his wife in 1849 and they enjoyed over twenty years of marital life 
together, in Worlingham, Edward living into his early eighties. 

 
In 1844, my great grandfather, Robert, was born into the James Martin household and 
lived through a period of history that can only be compared to the space age of the 1960’s.  
The wonder of steam had already taken the industrial world by storm and the network of 
train lines snaking across the countryside must have had a profound effect even in the 
relatively sheltered countryside of Worlingham.  Robert stayed put, however, and by the 
age of sixteen was working for the Reverent David Leighton as a house servant at the 
Rectory.  A change of occupation ensued as he followed his predecessors on to the land 
and on Christmas day, 1867, he married Elizabeth Robinson in the seasonal splendour of 
the parish church.  Their child, Anne Maria, born in South Cove the following year lost her 
mother at the tender age of five.  

 
Seeking the solace of his family after Elizabeth’s death, Robert returned to Worlingham 
and shortly after married a twenty year old named Eliza Porter.  Eliza, my great 
grandmother, was born in Ilketshall St Andrew of another large Suffolk family, the Colletts.  
My grandfather, John, born on 7th June 1881 lived his formative years in Worlingham but it 
is with him that my family ties to the village, are broken.   

 
John Read, seeking fresh fields, secured a job as a groom at Kennet House, a large 
mansion in Harrow on the Hill, near to the famous school, and by all accounts found it 
auspicious.  In due course, as he moved up the pecking order as a coachman, he found a 
replacement for his old position in his brother George.  Thus encouraged, another brother, 
Peter, followed to be a gardener then chauffeur and Dinah, their sister, to be a maid.  My 
grandfather married in 1903, meeting my grandmother, a Hertfordshire girl, employed as a 
cook in another establishment near Harrow, in church.   When their third child, my father 
Edward John, was born in 1910 the family moved up to Sandiacre near Nottingham where 
John eventually became a foreman in an engineering works. 

 
My father, Ted, visited his Suffolk relations until the Second World War and family 
responsibilities intervened, and, very unfortunately, lost touch with them in later life.  It is 
only now, through our ancestry research and the popular web site, Genes Reunited, that I 
am at last in touch with descendants of my grandfather’s Worlingham family.  Although my 
father was a civil servant for most of his life after the war, his agricultural roots showed 



through in the products from his garden.  My mother always had a supply of fresh 
vegetables and fruit throughout the year and Father was notorious in the family for his 
tomato wine, a white, fruity, sparkling elixir which, at times, exploded the bottles in which it 
was stored.  He won prizes, for many years in the ‘Beautiful Erewash’ garden competition, 
often bringing the highest accolade home with him and opened his garden for hundreds of 
visitors in aid of the Church Fund of St Giles, the parish church of Sandiacre, where he 
was a Cross Bearer and Church Warden. 

 
Of the descendants of John and Phyllis Read only one grandson followed in the footsteps 
of his ancestors.  John’s namesake and his wife Lynn have a sheep farm in Norfolk, John 
being an award winning sheep shearer.  Their sons, recently, have joined them in the 
business and so the legacy of the land continues.  My wife and I now live near Monsal 
Head in the hills of the Peak District.  We have a son, Ian Edward, who is the only male 
descendant of John to bear the name ‘Read’. I find it difficult to imagine that he will found a 
similar dynastic family as his forebear Edward of Worlingham, but who knows? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Legacy of Robert Read  
By Ian Williamson (Honor Oak, London) 
 

James Martin Read (1819-74) was an ordinary labourer of Worlingham, but he and his 
wife Mary Ann (1822-1901) could be said to have contributed significantly to the legacy of 
Worlingham since they had eleven children there, and nearly a hundred known 
grandchildren. One of their children was Robert Read who was resident in Worlingham at 
the 1881 census. However, this section is concerned with George Henry Read (1842-
1923), Robert's older brother, and his descendants, who were also numerous. George 
does not appear on the 1881 census for Worlingham, as he had left the village by then. 
 
George Henry Read and his twin brother James Edward Read were born in Worlingham in 
1842. They were the eldest sons of James and Mary Ann Read, who had married in 
Worlingham the previous year. For some reason they were not baptised until 1844 -
perhaps James and Mary Ann couldn't afford the fee straight away. 

George grew up, and married in 1865 in Worlingham. His bride was Ann Hammond, the 
daughter of a labourer from Frostenden, near to South Cove where other members of the 
extensive Read family lived. Ann was just 17, and was pregnant, probably about six or 
seven months. 

 
It seems that George and Ann must have had to work hard for most of their lives. They 
had 18 children, none of them twins, so Ann gave birth nearly every year from the ages of 
17 to 40. George was a farm labourer, and the movement of his job from farm to farm was 
I guess what made the family move to the next village at least three times. 

 
Their first couple of children were born in Frostenden, where Ann's parents lived, and I 
guess that she went to stay with her family so they could look after her in childbirth, rather 
than this being where George moved to as well. The family home may have been at this 
time in North Cove; certainly George and Ann were there by 1868 when their third child 
was born. They stayed there until 1872, when they baptised their five eldest children, all  
boys, in the church there on the same day. In 1873 they were in Mutford where the next 
son was born. By 1875 they had moved again, this time to  
Carlton Colville, where child number 7, their first daughter Charlotte was born. They stayed 
in Carlton Colville for the rest of their lives. In all, they raised 15 children to adulthood, and 
I am told that they had three more that died young, though I only have a name and date for 
one of these. Most of those who grew up had children themselves, and so George and 
Ann had over 80 grandchildren that I know of. George lived to see most of his 
grandchildren born, and the older ones grown up: he died in 1923 aged 81. He died within 
three weeks of his twin brother James Edward. They remained close all their adult lives 
and were regulars at the same pub between Carlton Colville and Mutford, the Blindman's 
Gate. They were sufficiently well-remembered there to feature in a book published in 1975 
by the folklorist George Ewart Evans. 

 
Ann Read lived to be 87. When she died, she was reckoned to have had 134 living 
descendants, and was noted in the parish magazine and in the journal of the local rector, 
Canon Bignold. 



 
Canon Bignold had also recorded in his journal the death of one of George and Ann's first 
grandchildren. This was Private W M (Billy) Read, who enlisted, aged about 18, in 1914 to 
fight in the Great War, and survived the whole of the fighting until November 1918, when 
he died of wounds, just four days before the armistice. Canon Bignold's journals record 
with great sadness deaths such as this, which were a great loss to their families and to the 
community from which these boys came. The rector came to feel particularly responsible 
as the war progressed, as he had to begin with encouraged the young men to go to fight 
for their country and freedom, which he found harder to do as the news of those killed and 
injured came home. 

 
By 1901, George and Ann and their younger children lived next door to another agricultural 
labourer, William Thorpe, and his wife Harriet and their children. The families evidently 
became close, as three of George and Ann's children (Arthur, Florence and Samuel) 
married three of William and Harriet's children (Florence, William and Hannah, 
respectively). These families in the next generation were also close, and as I am 
descended from Arthur and Florence I know a bit about them. 

 
Arthur Albert Read (1880-1956) married Florence Thorpe (1881-1921) in 1905 in Carlton 
Colville. Arthur was a fisherman at this time, like Sam and several of their brothers; it 
seems that there was not enough farm work for them all and they walked the short 
distance down to the port of Lowestoft from where many fishing boats sailed. 

 
They would spend seasons trawling in the Irish Sea, and their families would travel to 
Padstow or Milford Haven on the west coast to see them when they came into port to land 
their catches. At other times they would fish the North Sea and land their catches at 
Lowestoft, walking home to Carlton with fish for the family table. Arthur, Sam and others 
rose to be captains of their own boats so had first pick of the catch and their families often 
had the best fish such as Dover sole. Arthur at least, and possibly others of his brothers, 
joined the Royal Naval Reserve - perhaps the Trawler section which swept the seas 
around Britain for mines to keep shipping lanes open during the first world war. 

 
Arthur and Florence had eight children; Sam and Hannah had four or possibly five. 
Florence battled tuberculosis for several years but with the limited medical treatment of the 
time and the hard work of giving birth to and bringing up a large family, she died in 1921. 
The youngest child, less than a year old, was brought up by Sam and Hannah with their 
own older children. The others were looked after at home by a woman called Sybil Chase 
who later married Arthur Read; they had three more children of their own. Arthur 
eventually retired from fishing; he and Sybil both lived into their old ages. Hannah died in 
1941, after which Sam also remarried, to a younger woman called Ivy Hall, and they also 
had two more children. 

 
One of Arthur's sons, Ronnie, followed him as a fishing captain, and it was as an 
experienced ship's master that he was given the rank of Skipper in the Royal Naval 
Reserve (equivalent to Warrant Officer in the regular Navy) - he is likely to have served as 
master of a fishing trawler being used for minesweeping duty with the Royal Naval Patrol 
Service, which was based in Lowestoft during the second world war. Minesweeping was 



dangerous work; a trawler striking a mine was likely to be destroyed or rapidly sunk by the  
explosion, and its crew killed. The lightly-armed trawlers were also vulnerable to attack by 
enemy warships, aircraft and shore guns as they followed their minesweeping routes; 
during World War 2 the RNPS lost 260 trawlers in action and in total about 15,000 men. 
Ronnie served out of Gibraltar and rose to be Acting Skipper Lieutenant by late 1944, 
when he was involved in Operation Calendar, to open up the port of Antwerp so that the  
Allied invasion of Europe could be supplied on the necessary scale. For his actions in the 
operation he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for 'great gallantry’ and 
endurance in clearing the estuary of the Scheldt of mines during the period of October to 
November 1944.' There is a story, which may relate to this award or to another event, in 
which his ship was sunk by a mine and he swam ashore with an injured crew member. 
Ronnie ultimately reached the rank of Lieutenant Commander. After the war he skippered 
the Red Hackel, a trawler out of Fleetwood in Lancashire. 

 
It was not only on military action that the Read mariners showed bravery in the face of 
mortal danger - they did so every time they went to sea fishing. One of Ronnie's brothers, 
Harold, was killed, along with another man, on a trawler when they were struck by a 
snapping cable. And Jim Read, a nephew of Ronnie and Harold, was lost with the trawler 
Red Falcon and all 18 other members of the crew in a storm off the Hebrides in December 
1959, when returning to Fleetwood from the Icelandic fishing grounds. 

 
The descendants of the Reads of Worlingham are numerous and are spread around the 
world. At a recent family reunion, one member brought a family tree, and it reportedly 
spread all around the room. An impressive legacy for an ordinary nineteenth-century farm 
labourer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Legacy of the Bennetts (George Snr, Henry, Walt er and 
George Jnr) 
by Carol Bailey (Holton, Suffolk) 
 
1881 Census entries 
Dwelling: Street Cottage, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

George (Sen.) 
BENNETT  

Head  M  Male  59  Beccles, Suffolk, 
England  

Gardener 
(Domestic Serv)  

Elizabeth 
BENNETT  

Wife  M  Female  60  Shipmeadow, 
Suffolk, England  

Gardeners Wife  

Alfred BENNETT Son  U  Male  19  Worlingham, 
Suffolk, England  

Gardener (Dom 
Serv)  

Charles 
HARVEY  

Grandson U  Male  6  Worlingham, 
Suffolk, England  

Scholar  

 

Dwelling: Cottage Turnpike, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

Henry G. 
BENNETT  

Head  M  Male  34  Beccles, Suffolk, 
England  

Ag Labourer  

Ann E. 
BENNETT  

Wife   Female  31  Waybred, Suffolk, 
England  

Ag Labourer Wife  

John 
BENNETT  

Son  U  Male  5  Worlingham, 
Suffolk, England  

Scholar  

Alice 
BENNETT  

Daur  U  Female  3  Worlingham, 
Suffolk, England  

Child  

Anne M. 
BENNETT  

Daur  U  Female  2  Worlingham, 
Suffolk, England  

Child  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dwelling: Cottage Turnpike, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

Henry G. 
BENNETT  

Head  M  Male  34  Beccles, Suffolk, 
England  

Ag Labourer  

Ann E. 
BENNETT  

Wife   Female  31  Waybred, Suffolk, 
England  

Ag Labourer 
Wife  

John 
BENNETT  

Son  U  Male  5  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

Alice 
BENNETT  

Daur  U  Female  3  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Child  

Anne M. 
BENNETT  

Daur  U  Female  2  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Child  

Dwelling: Cottage Turnpike, Worlingham 

 
Name  

Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

George (Junr.) 
BENNETT  

Head  M  Male  21  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Farm Labourer 

Ellen 
BENNETT  

Wife  M  Female  22  St Andrews, Suffolk, 
England  

Labourers Wife 

 
 
George Bennett senior was born in Beccles in 1821 and lived and worked within a few 
miles of his birthplace all his life. In the New Year of 1843 he married Elizabeth Bullen from 
nearby Shipmeadow, and their first four children were born in the town's Ingate.  By 1861 
George and his family had moved to a cottage near the Church in Worlingham, and their 
nine children, comprising seven surviving sons and two daughters, ranged in age from 
fifteen year old Henry, to Alfred aged one month. Although he had been an agricultural 
labourer for many years, by 1869 George had changed his occupation to gardener, and 
never returned to farm work.  Two years later, of his four sons at home of working age only 
one, fourteen year old William had found work on the land, as a farmer's boy.  In later 
years, though, young Alfred followed in his father's footsteps and became a gardener, and 
after his marriage to Mary Ann Plumb the couple eventually moved to Staithe Road, 
Bungay where their five sons grew up.   
 
After his wife Elizabeth, died in 1893, George senior continued living in Worlingham, and in 
1901 he was living in The Lodge.  But he was not on his own, for his fifteen year old 
grandson, Walter George, was in the household - a labourer on a farm.  In 1907 at the ripe 
old age of 86 years George, as the old saying goes, went to his long home, and rests in 
Worlingham churchyard.  



 
Even though Henry George, the eldest son, did spend many years as an agricultural 
labourer, he cannot be said to have led a humdrum life.  He was born in Beccles, in the 
summer of 1845, and by the time of his death in 1905, had married at least two wives and 
fathered fourteen children. He attended school in Beccles, and by the time of the 1861 
census at the age of 15 Henry, was earning his living as an agricultural labourer.  No doubt 
his parents were glad of the extra money coming in, as there were eight brothers and 
sisters living at home, the youngest, Alfred still a babe in arms. 
 
Henry's whereabouts during the next ten years are something of a mystery but he was 
certainly living in Worlingham when, on 25 June 1874 he married Ann Elizabeth Porter at  
St Botolph's Church in the neighbouring parish of North Cove and his brother Walter was a 
witness to the marriage. Henry was, at the age of 28, apparently already a widower, 
although I could find no trace of an earlier marriage. The young couple settled down in a 
cottage on the Turnpike in Worlingham, where their son John was born in 1875.  A 
daughter, Alice Elizabeth, followed on 30 September 1876, but died within two months.  
Childbirth had long been hazardous to both mother and baby and infant mortality was high.  
Public baptism was routine, but occasionally if the newborn was thought to be sickly, the 
vicar would be hastily summoned to perform a private baptism at home, and the child 
would then be "received into the Church" at a later date. It was commonly hoped that, 
once a child attained the age of two years, he or she would be "orl right arter tha' ".   In 
Henry's case, a second Alice Elizabeth was born a year later, followed by a further two 
daughters, and the family later moved to North Cove before the birth of their last child, 
Oscar in the spring of 1883. 
 
Unfortunately, tragedy struck at the turn of the New Year 1886, when Henry's wife, Ann 
Elizabeth, died in North Cove, and on Twelfth Night, 6 January, she was buried in 
Worlingham, at the early age of 35 years.  What a struggle it must have been for Henry to 
cope that winter with five children, the eldest, John only ten years old. 
 
However, Henry was nothing if not resourceful, and before the year was out, he had 
married again. This time his bride was a young lady fifteen years his junior.  Hannah 
Garrod was probably an outdoor girl, as she herself had recently been employed as an 
agricultural field worker at a time when most young ladies were expected to go into 
service.  Henry and Hannah (known as Anna) settled in North Cove and in the ensuing 
eighteen years, a further eight children were born. However, when his youngest child was 
little over one year old, Henry died at the age of 60, and was buried at North Cove.  He 
had been an agricultural labourer, later cowman, on a farm for over 45 years.  
 
Mary Ann, the eldest daughter of George and Elizabeth, married Charles Grimson from 
Gillingham in 1869, and her sister Georgiana was making her own plans for matrimony 
when their brother Arthur tied the knot in the spring of 1872 to the delightfully named 
Hephzibah Harvey.  She had been a cook in service in nearby Geldeston, but originally 
came from Wissett, near Halesworth.  Arthur was a shoemaker by trade and probably 
travelled further afield than any of his siblings as, after the couple's first child, Arthur, was 
born in Beccles, he moved his family to Wigan, Lancashire, where a further nine children 
were born, and where the family remained for many years. 
 
 Walter William, the third son, was born and baptised in Worlingham in March 1853. At the 
age of 18 he was employed as a malster's labourer, and then as a gardener.  When he 
married on 21 October 1875 at St Margaret's Church, Lowestoft, his bride was Susannah 



Garner, daughter of William Chatten Garner, occupation basket maker. Susannah, a 
couple of years Walter's senior, had been born in Lowestoft, as had her parents and 
siblings, but after their marriage the couple made their home in Worlingham, where their 
first child, Rosa Marion was born two years later.  They must have been a very kind 
hearted couple, because in April 1879, having already two small daughters of their own, 
they welcomed into their home two year old Eva Alice, who was duly baptised in All Saints 
Church as their adopted daughter, and by the age of four, she was enrolled in school.  By 
that time Walter had become an agricultural labourer, and continued in this occupation 
thereafter, and the censuses show that they subsequently lived at Marsh Farm, Oak Tree 
Farm Cottage and Ash Tree Farm, as their family increased. 
 
In December 1885 a General Election took place, in snowy weather, and Walter William 
may have been one of the many working men in the local area who, according to the East 
Suffolk Gazette, were taking a keen interest in the outcome, if the earlier visits of the 
respective candidates to the town are anything to go by.  The choice in Beccles 
apparently, was between Sir Saville Crossley (Liberal) and Colonel Baghot-Chester 
(Conservative). On polling day, Mr F W Farrer of Worlingham brought over to Beccles a 
party irrespective of the political view of the men (!) and in the afternoon, some thirty or 
forty were conveyed from Barnby and North Cove. It was men only, of course, as at that 
time, women were disenfranchised. It had been arranged to bring over a party of about a 
hundred, to leave the conveyances at Beccles Black Boy Public House, to then form a 
procession and march to the polling station. It was reported that most, if not all the men, 
wore yellow in their coat or hat and there could be no mistaking which side they were on.  
Throughout the day the working classes made no secret of their preference for the Liberal 
cause, and Sir Saville Crossley duly won the day.  Telegrams of the results were 
subsequently posted on the doors of the Public Library (now Beccles Town Hall). 
 
Whether or not the election of Sir Saville Crossley helped to improve working conditions in 
the rural areas is a moot point, as only one year later requisitions were being made from 
Beccles to the Prime Minister, calling his attention to the extraordinary difficulties in 
agriculture by which it was being overwhelmed, and urging the Government of the day to 
take measures to give relief.    
 
Over the next twenty years, Walter William and Susannah completed their family with a 
further six children, but even so, they found time to help others.  Walter became a sexton 
at the church, a post which he carried out faithfully for upwards of thirty years, and 
Susannah became a laundress, working at home, assisted by her daughters Rosa and 
Emily Alice, while Mary Ann, at the age of 21, was already a schoolteacher in the 
elementary school.  In November 1901 at the age of 24, Rosa married Harry Read, whose 
father was farmer Robert Read. 
 
At the age of 63 years, Susannah died on 2 October 1914.  Her husband Walter William 
lived on for a further eight years, dying on 28 August 1922, at the age of 69 and they are 
buried together in the churchyard, close to the Church that Walter served faithfully for so 
many years. 



 
The headstone of Walter Bennett and his wife Susann ah at All Saints Church, 

Worlingham 
 

George's fifth son, William, started his working life as a farmer's boy but by the age of 25 
he was employed as a coachman in Ringmer, East Sussex which was probably where he 
met his future wife, Mary Ann Shambrook, who was a cook in service in the household of a 
neighbouring magistrate.   William and Mary Ann were married in June 1881 in 
Worlingham and their daughter Alice was born a few years later, but sadly William died in 
October 1886 and was buried at the age of 28 years in Worlingham. 
 
George junior, whose earlier occupation was woodman's carter, had married local girl 
Ellen Tooke in  1876 and continued as an agricultural labourer living in Worlingham, and 
his younger brother Edward moved to Ipswich, where he found work as a 
coachman/groom. 
 
Looking back it's hard to imagine the difficulties these families faced on a daily basis, 
lacking all the modern conveniences that we now take for granted, and we can but admire 
the tenacity and strength of character displayed by many of them, still apparent at this 
distance in time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Legacy of Charles Miall  
by Jane Doughty  (Northwood, Middlesex) 
 
1881 Census Entry 
Dwelling: Cottage Turnpike, Worlingham 
 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

Charles 
MIALL  

Head  M  Male  64  Beccles, Suffolk, England  Ag Labourer  

Phebe MIALL  Wife  M  Female  57  Bradingham, Norfolk, 
England  

Ag Labourer 
Wife  

Archibald 
MIALL  

Son  U  Male  24  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Milkman 16/3  

Sarah 
CHASTON  

Mother  W  Female  77  Bradingham, Norfolk, 
England  

Ag Labs 
Widow  

 

This is about the descendants of Charles and Phoebe Miall my 3x great grandparents on 
my fathers side of my Family. First I would like to give a bit of background information on 
their parents as they had also either been born or lived in Worlingham. 
 
Charles Miall's mother, Elizabeth Wilson, was from Worlingham, his father John Miall from 
Beccles and they married in Worlingham on 10th June 1806.  
Charles himself was born in Beccles in 1816 and christened there on the 5th May 1816, as 
was his brothers and sisters. So their parents seemed to have moved between 
Worlingham and Beccles. Unfortunately I have been unable to find John and Elizabeth on 
any census returns so can only assume that they died prior to the 1841 census. 
 
Phoebe Chaston's mother Sarah Goodchild came from Badingham. I am uncertain as to 
where her father John, who was an Agricultural Labourer, came from but thinks it may also 
have been Badingham. They were married there on 6th October 1823. Phoebe was born at 
Badingham in 1824, but by 1825 her parents had moved to Worlingham where they 
remained for the rest of their lives and all their other children were born here. John died on 
11th December 1850 of Typhus. In 1861 Sarah was given as living 'Near the Church' and 
was working as a Leather Gloveress. This was an occupation done mainly at home, where 
the parts of a suede or leather glove were neatly sewn together by someone sitting down. 
It was therefore, an ideal occupation for a woman, girl or disabled man at home, combined 
with child care and household chores.  
By 1871 she was living with Charles and Phoebe where she remained until her death in 
1887 of Senile Decay and Heart disease. There is a gravestone to John Chaston at All 
Saints Churchyard and also an unusual grave marker for Sarah.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Charles and Phoebe 
Charles, who worked as an Agricultural Labourer, and Phoebe married in Worlingham on 
17th March 1845. They had ten children including one set of twins and lived at different 
times in Marsh Lane, Turnpike cottages and the High Road. They outlived five of their 
children and Charles died aged 75 of Cerebral Softening (Encephalomalacia, which is a 
localized softening of the brain substance, due to haemorrhage or inflammation). Phoebe 
died aged 72 of Heart Disease. Again both Charles and Phoebe have the unusual grave 
markers. 
 



 
The children of Charles and Phoebe 
As previously mentioned five of Charles and Phoebe's children died early. Their daughter 
Phoebe died aged just three and then Ruth aged two. Archibald lived with his parents and 
worked as a milkman in Worlingham until his death in 1881 aged 27.  
In 1871 Daniel was working as an Able Seaman on board a boat called Maggie whose 
Master was Daniel Chaston, his Uncle. It is possible that Daniel died at sea as I found an 
entry for the death by drowning on the 18th April 1879 of a Daniel Miall aged 27 on board a 
ship called Diana.  
 
At the age of 16, Susanna was working as a Servant in Sottersley. She married John 
Porter, an Agricultural Labourer, in 1875 and they had 13 children. They moved to Toft 
Monks, Norfolk but eventually came back to live at Sycamore Estate, Carlton Colville, 
Suffolk. 1911 saw them living at St. Elms Farm Carlton Road Lowestoft. I had a look to see 
if this Farm still exists but there just seems to be sprawling housing estates now. 
Lucy Jane was working as a Nurse Maid to a Farmer named John Read and his wife Eliza. 
She was only thirteen and was looking after four children aged from 2 months to four. Can 
you imagine a thirteen year old being allowed to do that these days! But in those times the 
older children in a family had to look after their younger siblings and Lucy already had six 
younger siblings so would have been used to helping her mother take care of them. 
However by 1871 she had moved to Kensington London to work as a Domestic Servant. 
But she returned to Worlingham before her death from Pulmonary Phthisis (Consumption) 
in 1871 aged 23.  Interestingly Lucy Jane was also known as Louisa.  
 
In 1871 Sarah Ann was working at Oak Tree House Worlingham as a House Servant, but 
she also moved to Ealing, West London, to work as a Cook/Domestic Servant. Sarah 
remained in London but doesn't seem to of ever married and I found her in 1911 at 
lodgings in Acton W. London and working as a Daily work Charwoman. 
 
Elizabeth had moved to London by 1881 and was working as a Housemaid for a Lady 
Elizabeth Darling. However by 1891 Elizabeth had moved back to Worlingham to live with, 
and no doubt look after, her now elderly parents, particularly her father Charles who died 
in July of 1891. Elizabeth married William Smith in 1892 and went on to have six children. 
In 1911 they were living at Church Cottages, Worlingham and William was a 
Forester/Woodman. Their eldest son Geoffrey fought in WW1 and was reported missing, 
but later turned up wounded as a P.O.W. in Germany. 
 
Anna Maria was working as a house servant in 1861 for David Leighton, the Rector of 
Worlingham. By 1871 she too was working in London as a General Servant. Anna married 
William Hyde, a Coachman/Groom, in 1872 and had five children, two of which must have 
died in infancy. Charles and Phoebe' eldest daughter Emma was my 2x great 
Grandmother and she too, like her sisters, left Worlingham by 1871 to work as a Domestic 
Servant  in London at 4 Prince of Wales Terrace, Kensington with her sister Lucy. Emma 
married in 1874 to James Hyde the brother of her sister Anna's husband William. James 
was also a Groom/Coachman and 1881 saw them living at 11 St. Matthews Road, Ealing 
with four of their five children. Unfortunately Emma died in 1889 of Pulmonary Phthisis 
(Consumption). James went on to re-marry but his second wife died in 1904. 
 
The Children of Emma and James 
The eldest daughter of Emma and James was Emma born 1876 in Ealing. Emma was 
living with her widowed father at 71 Tunis Road, Hammersmith in 1891. By 1901 although 



still single she had a daughter, Violet Ethel Hyde. 
Ernest James born 1877 and Maud Ethel born 1884 lived with their Aunt Maria and Uncle 
William for a time after their mothers death. Ernest married Lilian Vaughan in 1900 and 
was working as an Omnibus Driver for the L.D.G.C. and then later as a Coachman and 
Motor Driver. They had four children. Maude worked as a General Servant before her 
marriage in 1905 to William McClure a House Painter. Elizabeth Sarah, born 1881, was 
staying in Dover with her Aunt and Uncle Joseph and Elizabeth Hyde after the death of her 
mother. Elizabeth married James Long who was also an Omnibus Driver for L.D.G.C. And 
they had six children. 
 

 
An Omnibus from around 1901 

 
Emma and James's daughter, my Great Grandmother Florence Mary Ann, was born in 
1879 and also lived with her Aunt Elizabeth and Uncle Joseph after her mothers death. 
She then lived with Albert and Annie Bendle. Annie was the sister of Florence's Aunt 
Elizabeth. In 1911 Florence was living with her daughter Dorothy (my grandmother) at 5 
Clifton Gardens, with her sister and brother-in-law Elizabeth and James Long and her 
father James. Florence finally married Dorothy's father Alfred Cook in 1912. I don't know 
the reason why they didn't marry until then, but think it may have had something to do with 
the difference in their age and that Alfred had joined the Army. Alfred was nine years 
younger than Florence and was only eighteen when Dorothy was born. When they married 
Alfred was a Corporal in the 1st Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment. Alfred survived WW1 
where he was a Sergeant in the Company Quarter Master Stores and was mentioned in 
dispatches. After the war he remained in the army and was posted to India Where 
Florence, Dorothy and her brothers Alfred and Joseph joined him. They had a further two 
children who were born while they were in India before their return to England. They 
returned from India about 1929 and lived in Shepherds Bush. 
 
My dad has said that Florence was a very strict lady and that when they would go round to 
visit for tea she would be sat there with a cane and they dare not misbehave or else they 
would feel that cane!! 



Florence died in 1947. 
 

 
 

Florence, granddaughter of Charles and Phoebe Miall , with her husband Alfred. 
 
The Children of Florence and Alfred 
Apart from my grandmother Dorothy I don't really know very much about Florence's 
children other than as previously mentioned, although her daughter Florence Marie, born 
1922 in Poona India, is still alive but in a nursing home suffering from dementia. 
I have already mentioned that Dorothy was born before Florence and Alfred married and 
interestingly she was registered in her mothers maiden name and her father is not on the 
certificate. However on her christening record she is given the surname of Cook and he 
does appear on this. As said before I think this may have been to do with his age and his 
new Army career. Dorothy went to live in India when her Father was posted there in 1919 
and it was there that she met my granddad Henry Laurence Waddingham (known as 
Harry) who was from Grimsby, Lincolnshire. It fascinates me to think that if Dorothy's 
father Alfred had not been put into the Lincolnshire Regiment when he joined the Army 
then my grandparents would never have met. Especially as Alfred was a Londoner born 
and bred!!  
 
Harry lied about his age by two years so that he could join the Army in May 1914. He was 
in various parts of France throughout WW1 and thankfully the only injury he received was 
losing the top of one of his fingers.  
 
I have the letters giving permission from Alfred for Dorothy to marry Harry and also the 
permission from Harry's Commanding Officer. They married in 1923 and had their first 
three children in India. Dad has told me that his mother enjoyed a good life in India as, 
because of his father’s rank of Sergeant, they had servants to do all the daily chores.   



Dorothy, great granddaughter of Charles and Phoebe Miall, with her husband Harry 
and eldest two children. 

 
They went to lots of Army dances and Regimental Balls. They returned home in 1929 and 
sadly just a month after their return their youngest son Harry. 
 
Harry and Dorothy  were billeted at Spilsby Lincolnshire for a time where my father was 
born, then Dover before Harry left the army in 1935 moving to Ealing by which time they 
had a further two daughters. I have a bill for the furniture they purchased for their first 
home after my Granddad left the army. It amounts to the princely sum of £85 13s 1d. Items 
included Carpets, Rugs, Oak and Walnut Bedroom suites, and an Oak dining Table and 
Bookcase.  
 
I'm not sure of the exact year but in the early 60's Dorothy and Harry moved to Knole 
House, Sevenoaks, Kent where my Granddad became the Night Security Man.  
I have wonderful memories of when we would go and spend weekends with them in their 
apartment they had within the house, going for long walks around the grounds and feeding 
the deer in the park. 

Knole House, Sevenoaks, Kent  



My grandma Dorothy was a good cook, especially cakes, and in my mind I can still smell 
that lovely aroma of home baking whenever we visited. She was also a good 
needlewoman and crocheter and taught me the love of cross stitch crocheting and 
Embroidery. I so wish they were around now for me to ask them all the questions I never 
thought to ask when I was young. Dorothy died in 1986. 
 
So here I will leave my story of my Miall legacy but it does carry on through my dad, myself 
and my children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Legacy of James Foreman  
by Claire Swift (Bridgwater, Somerset) 
 
1881 Census entry 
Dwelling: Marsh Farm, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

James 
FOREMAN  

Head  M  Male  56  Shipmeadow, Suffolk, 
England  

Ag Labourer  

Maria 
FOREMAN  

Wife  M  Female  47  Beccles, Suffolk, England Ag Labourer 
Wife  

Arthur 
FOREMAN  

Son  U  Male  12  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

 
My Great Great Great Grandfather was James Foreman.  He was born in 1824 in 
Shipmeadow, Suffolk.  Once he married he lived in Barsham, Suffolk and for most of his 
adult life he worked as an agricultural labourer, although by the age of 77 years he had 
become a farm stockman.  Not being an agricultural expert by any means I would 
speculate that perhaps the work was not quite so physically challenging for a man of 
advancing years! 
 
At some point in his late thirties or early forties, James and his family moved to 
Worlingham living in Marsh Lane and as far as I can gather he remained here for the rest 
of his life.  He died in 1908 at the age of 84 years. 
 
James had nine children one of which was George, my Great Great Grandfather, who was 
born in Barsham.  As a child, he moved to Worlingham with his family.  He married Mary 
Ann Mitchell when he was about 19 years old and at first they lived in Street Cottage, 
Worlingham.  George was working as a carpenter journeyman at this time.  Their daughter 
was born a year after they married and the family soon moved away to Oulton where their 
son, Walter, was born.  George then became a wheelwright and progressed to a 
wheelwright journeyman, moving the family to Blofield in Norfolk. 
 
Walter Foreman did not, to my knowledge, ever live in Worlingham but perhaps visited his 
grandparents there.  As previously stated, he was born and lived in Oulton and by the age 
of 17 years he and his parents had moved to Blofield.  In 1907 he married Margaret 
Bennett in Yaxham, Norfolk and they also lived in Blofield.  Walter joined, or was 
conscripted to, the army in July 1916.  His wife and four children remained in Blofield for 
the duration of the First World War.  It is unknown whether Walter was sent overseas or 
was stationed in Britain during the war.  He was demobbed in 1919 and his youngest child, 
a son, was born in 1920.  In later life Walter turned his hand to gardening and died in 
Essex in 1957. 
 
My Grandfather, Walter’s youngest son, Stanley (known as Stan) was one of the first, if not 
the first, male nurses in the country.  During the Second World War he served in the RAF 
as an electrician.  In later life he returned to Sorrento in Italy where he had spent part of 
the war.  Stan married in 1942 in Portsmouth and they had two daughters.  He worked in 



and managed various nursing homes for the elderly around the country during his life, and 
eventually, with his second wife, moved to Salisbury in Wiltshire where they opened their 
own nursing home.  Stan died in 1982, on his birthday, at the age of 62 years. 
 
 
The Legacy of James Foreman  
by Peter Gibbons (Haxby, North Yorkshire)  
 
James Foreman was my Great Great Grandfather. I am a 4th generation descendent of 
James Foreman and Martha Balls through their daughter Fanny Foreman (b. December 
1864). James and Martha had eight other children, William (b.1849, died in infancy), 
William (b. 1850), Samuel (b. 1851), Henry (b. 1854), Emma (b. 1857), George (b.1861), 
Maria (b. 1863) and Arthur (b.1869). 
 
Fanny was born in Barsham, Suffolk but moved with her parents to Worlingham, Suffolk 
when she was 2. In 1881 Fanny worked as a domestic servant to the Shearing family in 
the neighbouring village of Mutford Bridge. Later, she met and married Benjamin Stone 
(m.9.11.1885 in Worlingham) who worked as a gamekeeper on the Worlingham Hall 
Estate. After they were married Fanny and Benjamin also lived in Worlingham. 
 
Benjamin Stone was a gamekeeper on estates in Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex and 
Cambridgeshire. They moved to Hales in Norfolk in about 1908 and remained there for the 
rest of their lives. 
 
I can remember as a boy often being taken there by my mother to see my great 
grandparents. As most country folk they had a large and well stocked garden and I was 
allowed to help myself to delicious fresh fruit. 
 
Fanny and Benjamin had five sons, Arthur (my grandfather), William, Walter, Harry and 
Victor, and one daughter Ellen Lucy. Ellen and Harry died in infancy.  
 
Walter (b.1891) and Victor (b. 1897) volunteered and fought in WW1 in the Norfolk 
Regiment. Both were in action in the Somme region of northern France but sadly Victor 
was killed in October 1915 and Walter was killed a year later in October 1916.  My family 
still has in their possession letters written by both brothers from the front to their family in 
England. Neither gave any clue as to the horrors they had to face in that war. 
 
According to my mother, my grandfather Arthur James Stone, on hearing the news of the 
death of the second brother immediately volunteered to fight the enemy who had killed his 
brothers. However, he was enlisted in the East Surrey Regiment and sent to Thessaloniki, 
Greece to fight against Serbian and Bulgarian forces. He survived, but not without a little 
good fortune. Apparently on one occasion he was suffering from toothache and was sent 
out of the line to have it fixed. On his return he found that all his comrades had been killed 
in action. 
 
Arthur Stone, also a gamekeeper and later a market gardener, married Jessie Bass in 
Debden, Essex (m.25.12.1907) and had three sons, Frank, Walter and Kenneth, and a 
daughter, Winifred (my mother). In later years the family lived in Chedgrave, Norfolk. 
 
 



 
 

 
Fanny Foreman 

 
Winifred Stone married my father William George Gibbons (15.11.1941). My father fought 
in WW2 also in the East Surrey Regiment and saw action in North Africa, Sicily and Italy. 
After the war they moved to London and later Essex where my father worked as an 
accountant for many years with the construction company Richard Costain. They had two 
children, me and my sister Jean. I married Jennifer Smith in September 1965 and we now 
live in York. Jean married Clifford Reynolds and they have two sons; they live in Romford, 
Essex. 
 
My father’s work in construction meant that as a boy I was taken to various construction 
projects which undoubtedly influenced my choice of career as I  became a civil engineer 
and subsequently worked in Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Ireland, Greece and of course this 
country on a variety of projects. I am now retired. I have three sons and a daughter and 
eight grandchildren. My youngest son married a French girl and they currently live in Paris 
with two sons and a daughter. This of course means that the Foreman line has crossed 
the Channel and in the future can be expected to expand further into France and perhaps 
beyond. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Legacy of the Labourers Widow 
 
So if we imagine it was a hard life for agricultural labourers what would it be like for their 
widows? In 1881 Sarah Plumb was 38, widowed and with five children living with her in the 
delightfully named New Delight Cottage. I am thinking life was not a delight at all, but here 
is her legacy..... 
 
The Legacy of Sarah Plumb  
by Carol Bailey (Holton, Suffolk) 
 
1881 Census entry 
Dwelling: New Delight Cottage, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

Sarah PLUMB Head  W  Female 38  Hawstead, Suffolk, 
England  

Labourers Widow  

John PLUMB  Son  U  Male  16  Snowshall, Suffolk, 
England  

Ag Labourer  

Alfred PLUMB Son  U  Male  15  Hawstead, Suffolk, 
England  

Ag Labourer  

Frederick 
PLUMB  

Son  U  Male  10  Hawstead, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

Edith PLUMB  Daur  U  Female 6  H..., Suffolk, England  Scholar  

Arthur PLUMB Son  U  Male  5  H..., Suffolk, England  Scholar  

 
At the time of the 1881 census, my twice-times Great Grandmother Sarah Plumb was 
undergoing a crisis in her life.  Only three and a half months earlier, her husband of 
nineteen years had lost his life in a tragic accident.  Sarah was 38 years of age and the 
family had only moved to Worlingham in about 1879, following the birth of their youngest 
son.  It must have seemed a cruel irony that the name of her present home was called 
"New Delight".  
 
Robert Plumb was aged 40 and employed as an agricultural labourer when, on Saturday, 
20 November 1880, he was sent with a horse and cart to collect some oil cake from 
Eastaugh's Granary.  The company was situated at the extreme end of Beccles Quay and 
could only be approached through water that had overflowed the riverbank and being 
unable to discern the path, he accidentally drove into the river. The horse was dragged 
down by the weight of the cart, and both were drowned. 
 
There had been reports in the local newspaper in the weeks before, of heavy rainfall in the 
previous ten days, which had caused a considerable rise in the River Waveney with the 
banks overflowing in many places on the Suffolk side, and even Gillingham Marshes were 
flooded to some extent due to overflow of the dykes. 
 



Three weeks later, the Moonlight Minstrels organised a concert in the Town Hall, Beccles, 
with seats priced from 6d to 2/6d, the proceeds to go to the widow. 
 
Sarah was born Sarah Clarke, around 1842 in the village of Hawstead, near Bury St 
Edmunds, the eighth child of John Clark and Mary Rofe who had both been born in that 
village.  She was baptised in the local church of Hawstead All Saints on 28 May 1843 and 
later attended school in the village which was supported by Lady Cullum for 25 poor 
children. 
 
On 11 August 1861, at Hawstead, Sarah married Robert Plumb or Plume, from the nearby 
village of Stanningfield and the young couple settled down in a cottage near the church, 
where four of their seven children were born, later moving to Horringer and subsequently 
Worlingham. When they had first arrived in Worlingham, Robert had worked as a 
shepherd, as shown by the children's Admission Register  at Worlingham & Ellough 
School but some time after April 1880, he changed employment and once again became 
an agricultural labourer. By 1881 Sarah's eldest sons, John aged 16 and Alfred George 
15, were also labourers like their father before them, but three younger children were still 
at school. 
 
John Plumb married Susan Elizabeth Artis of Ellough on 23 October 1890 and the young 
couple set up home in a tiny cottage at nearby Weston, in the unfortunately named Dirty 
Lane.  After more than ten years as a labourer, he was now working as an agricultural 
horseman, which would have been seen as a step up the ladder, and a position of 
responsibility, in view of the great value of horses in agriculture at that time.  In early 1892, 
their first son Robert John was born in Ellough, and a further son and two daughters soon 
followed, and in about 1900 the family moved to Honingham, Norfolk where their third 
daughter, Alice Edith was born that autumn. In 1901 John was a shepherd, an occupation 
that his father had once held, over twenty years before. 
 
Sarah's fourth son, Frederick William, settled in Ellough and worked as yardman on a farm 
but he too, had his share of sorrow. His own son, Ernest Alfred Plumb was born in 1889 
and attended the same school as his father, but Ernest became one of the many 
casualties of WW1.  He had enlisted at Bury St Edmunds as Private 33822 of the 8th Bn 
East Surrey Regiment, and was killed in action on 31 March 1918, during the period of 
crisis when the Allied Fifth Army was driven back by overwhelming numbers across the 
former Somme battlefields, and his name is on the Pozieres Memorial.  He was 29 years 
old, and had a wife and young son at home.  He is also commemorated in a plaque in the 
church of Ellough All Saints.   
 
Twenty two years later, in a tragic repetition, Ernest Alfred's son, another  
Frederick William Plumb, Leading Stoker C/KX91161, was lost in WW2, when his ship, the 
Destroyer HMS Gallant, struck a mine on 10 January 1941 off the Island of Pantelleria, 
during the Malta Convoys. This handsome young man, who loved his life in the Royal 
Navy, was just 24 years old and had been with his ship since she was commissioned in 
1936.  He was one of only two servicemen from the village of Gillingham, just over the 
Dam, in Norfolk, to have been lost in WW2 and they are both commemorated in the local 
bus shelter there, erected as a memorial.  
 
 
 
 



 
Frederick William Plumb, Leading Stoker, HMS Gallan t 

 
 
Sarah's youngest son, Arthur, however, did not follow the agricultural labourer tradition.  
He was enrolled in the local school in September 1881 at the age of three years and five 
months, and upon attaining Standard V in July 1890 at the age of 12 years and 7 months, 
he was withdrawn.  The reason given was "to go to work, proposed occupation: farm 
labourer". However, in the1891 census he was described as a scholar, so perhaps the 
anticipated job did not materialise.  Sometime after that he went to sea instead, and in 
1901 we find him, together with his wife Alice Mary Baker, and their two children Daisy and 
Arthur, living in Beccles Road, Mutford.  His occupation was herring fisherman. 
 
Of Sarah's two daughters, in 1885 Mary Anne married Alfred Bennett, son of George 
Bennett who is mentioned elsewhere, eventually settling in Staithe Road, Bungay where 
they raised a family of five sons, their eldest son, Ernest Alfred, becoming a harness 
maker's apprentice.  
 
Edith Emma, youngest child but one, became my great grandmother.  She married 
Stephen Richards from Ellough and went on to run a sweet shop from her front room in 
Gillingham. She was also active in village life and regularly helped out when teas and 
refreshments were required at the village hall just across the road. 
 
Somehow Sarah managed to carry on, and there was light at the end of the tunnel, for on 
19 April 1891 she married for the second time. Henry Harper of Ellough, also widowed, 
who was ten years her senior.  Henry's first wife Ann, the mother of eleven children, had 



died in the winter of 1886. In 1901 Henry and Sarah were living in Sotterly Road, Ellough.  
Henry, aged 70, was still working. His occupation? He was an agricultural labourer. I hope 
Sarah found happiness in those ten years, because as it turned out, it was not to last.  She 
died on 8 February 1902 aged 60 years, and  was buried in the churchyard at Worlingham 
All Saints, her final resting placed being marked by a simple cast iron cross.  Her husband 
Henry, who was with her at the end, survived for a further two years.  He died in May 1904 
and was buried in Ellough.  
 

 
The final resting place of Sarah Harper (nee Plumb) , All Saints Church, Worlingham 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Legacy of the Farmer  
 
No village was complete without its share of farmsteads, especially in rural Suffolk. These 
were the men that provided the local community with food and, for many, work. So the 
legacy of Worlingham would not be complete without considering the life of a typical 
farmer and his family. John Gibborn Cole farmed a medium sized farm, 111 acres, called 
Hall Farm, not even the biggest in Worlingham.  
 
The Legacy of John Gibborn Cole  
by Darryn Cole (Napier, New Zealand) 
 
1881 Census entry 
Dwelling: Hall Farm, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

John Gibon 
COLE  

Head  M  Male  38  Wenhaston, Suffolk, 
England  

Farmer Of 111 Acres 
Employing 4 M 1 Boy  

Mary M. 
COLE  

Wife  M  Female  35  St Michaels, Suffolk, 
England  

Farmers Wife  

John T. 
COLE  

Son  U  Male  12  Spexhall, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

Gibbon R. 
COLE  

Son  U  Male  9  Spexhall, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

James N. 
COLE  

Son  U  Male  8  Bramfield, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

Margaret M. 
COLE  

Daur  U  Female  6  Bramfield, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

William F. 
COLE  

Son  U  Male  4  Bramfield, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

Ellen J. 
COLE  

Daurt  U  Female  2  Blythburgh, Suffolk, 
England  

Child  

Jane COLE Daur  U  Female  10 
m  

Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Infant  

Mary Ann 
GAWLER  

Servant  U  Female  19  North Cove, Suffolk, 
England  

Domestic Servant 
General  

John 
SAVAGE  

Servant  U  Male  18  Bramfield, Suffolk, 
England  

Farm Servant  

 

 



The following is a brief compilation on John Gibborn Cole and his family. 
 
John was born on 4 February 1842 to parents John and Jane (nee Gibborn). By 1884 both 
parents had passed away. They married in 1838 at Blything and John was the second of 
eight children. The middle name of Gibborn is taken from John’s Mother’s maiden name 
and is repeated throughout the generations that followed.  
 
Farming appears to be a backbone of this family as the sons continued this occupation 
their father was involved in. Further to this from 1871 to 1901 John is listed as a Farmer. In 
1871 he is farming 150 acres, employing 3 men, 2 woman and 1 boy in Spexhall while the 
following decade this has been reduced to 111 acres and his employees have increased 
by 1 man and there are no longer any woman working for him although the boy is still 
there. The farm is noted as Hall Farm in Worlingham, while the following two decades he 
is now farming at Pakefield Hall, London Rd, Pakefield and there is no mention of any 
staff. 
 
John was married to Mary Margaret Fisher in 1867 at Blything. She was the daughter of 
Mary Fisher and born in 1846 at St. Michaels, Suffolk. In the 1861 Census Mary is listed 
as Wife’s daughter. Her mother married Richard Riches in 1857 when Mary would have 
been approximately 9 years of age therefore Richard was not her natural father. However, 
in saying that, the name of Riches has been used as a middle name in two of John’s and 
Mary’s offspring. 
 
John Fisher was born in 1869 and in 1891 he is the Farm manager at Pakefield Hall while 
ten years later he is a Farmer at Cole’s Farm in Carlton Colville. He married Elizabeth 
Moyse in 1891 who was an Elementary School Teacher at Pakefield Hall the same time he 
was the Farm manager. 
 

 
The headstone of John Gibborn Cole at All Saints, W orlingham 

 



The Legacy of the Farm Bailiff 
 
As already mentioned the majority of the residents of Worlingham in 1881 were ‘working 
the land’ in some capacity. Farming would have been the industry that kept Worlingham 
and the surrounding villages together as communities – but it was the owners and 
managers of the farms that were tasked with ensuring that industry worked. It was 
reasonably common place for the local ‘big wig’ Lord of the Manor to employ a man to 
oversee the farming on his estate. Edmund Juby, still only a young man in 1881 was the 
local farm bailiff and would have been a man of some influence in the village. His legacy is 
one of incredible achievement in the antipodes…. 
  
The Legacy of Edmund Juby  
by Kevin Turtill (Westleton, Suffolk) 
 
1881 Census entry 
Dwelling: Farm House - Private, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

Edmund 
JUBY  

Head  M  Male  29  Syleham, Suffolk, 
England  

Farm Baliffe 358 Acres 
Employing 6 Men & 3 
Boys ((Agent For .... ....))  

Charlotte 
Woods 
JUBY  

Wife  M  Female  29  Kenton, Suffolk, 
England  

Agent Wife  

Tyrell 
TURTELL  

Nephew  O  Male  4  London Chelsea, 
Middlesex, England  

Scholar  

Ethel M. 
TURTELL  

Niece  O  Female  2  London, London, 
Middlesex, England  

Child ((....))  

 
Edmund Juby was born in 1853 into a farming family in Syleham, Suffolk. As the youngest 
son, he didn't inherit the farm and, presumably, had to go and find his own way in the 
world. As an 18-year-old had found his way to the other side of the River Waveney in 
Shimpling, Norfolk where he is described in the 1871 census as “learning to farm”. He 
must have learned well as by 1881, he had moved to Worlingham where he was employed 
as the farm Bailiff living in a private farm house next to College Farm. He was in charge of 
358 acres, six men and three boys. Life was good; in December 1880 he had married 
Charlotte Woods Turtill. 
 
The Turtills are a family with very deep roots in Suffolk. Charlotte was the oldest daughter 
of James Woods Turtill and his wife, Sarah, veterinarians from Wickham Market in the 
heart of the Turtill homeland of East Suffolk. She had worked as a schoolmistress at the 
union workhouse in Loudham’s Lane, Wickham Market. Edmund and Charlotte were still 
newlyweds on the 3rd April 1881 when the census was taken, and although there is no 
evidence of them having children of their own, there were two children living with them. 
These children were named Tyrell James Turtill and Ethel Margaret Turtill and they were 
the niece and nephew of the couple, the children of Charlotte's oldest brother Arthur 



Charles Turtill, a well-to-do costumier who had relocated to London. The children had 
been orphaned the year before when their father died of tuberculosis. He left behind a 
widow, Alice Eliza (née Simpson) and two other children, Astley William and Hubert 
Sydney. 
 
Alice Eliza Simpson was born into a seafaring family from Southwold, the daughter of 
Thomas Pallant Simpson, a master mariner and Eliza, his wife. After the death of her 
husband she had put her children in the care of various relatives including Edmund and 
Charlotte. In Victorian England, with no social welfare provision from the state, this was 
her only option apart from the workhouse. Alice must have been a feisty, courageous 
woman for what she did next was to secure a legacy and future for her family. 
 
On September 14th 1882, with her four children, including Tyrell and Ethel, Alice boarded 
the ship, “Hurunui” sailing from London to New Zealand. They travelled steerage class; 
the voyage lasted over three months and must have been a difficult voyage for the young 
family. The motivation for Alice would have been that she would soon see her parents and 
younger siblings who had already emigrated to New Zealand. Alice and her children 
arrived in Lyttelton, New Zealand over three months later just before Christmas on 
December 20th 1882. 
 
In New Zealand, some years later, Tyrell James Turtill who had been looked after by 
Edmund and Charlotte, married and started a family and supported them by working as a 
cycle mechanic. He must also have been an accomplished cyclist, as there is a report in 
the North Otago Times from Friday March 24 1899 of a cycle club meeting which, after 
reports of much rain and many racing accidents, mentioned that “Mr. Tyrell Turtill gave an 
exhibition of trick riding on the track”. 
 
One of his sons Tyrell Hubert Turtill was born in 1910. He inherited his father’s passion for 
cycling and later became famous as a cyclist using his middle name, Hubert or “Huey”. 
According to History of NZ cycling - The Legends, “Hubert Turtill's cycling career started at 
the age of 13. By 1934, he had won every New Zealand cash track title, was the national 
sprint cycling champion and had moved on to race in Australia. He won a number of 
Australasian Championship titles before heading to Europe to compete on the global 
stage. His racing dreams on the Continent were foiled by the outbreak of the Second 
World War.” 
 
Here’s a fairly typical press report from the hundreds about his exploits: 
 

The Argus (Melbourne, Victoria)       

Monday 3 January 1938  

SPLENDID DASH BY TURTILL 

Unofficial 220 yards Record. 

The fastest sprint yet recorded on the Exhibition b oard track was that of the New 
Zealand cyclist H Turtill on Saturday night. 



He covered the last furlong of his sprint match rac e against R Broadbent in 12 l -
10sec, -one-fifth of a second better than the track  record of 12 3-10sec of Nino 
Borsari (Olympic Gold medalist with whom Huey seeme d to have a regular rivalry) 

Turtill's record is unofficial, as the official rac e time was taken at 12 2-5sec, from the 
time Broadbent, who was then leading, entered the f urlong. Turtill won the match in 
straight heats and also won the five-mile scratch r ace. 
 
An anecdote recounted by relative Peter Simpson goes some way to give the impression 
of “Huey’s” celebrity: 
 
“He was known as Huey. A lot of the family seems to have gone by their middle name, 
including my father Alexander William (Bill) Simpson. In the 1930s my father was visiting 
Sydney from Perth. Huey was cycling in Sydney at the time. 
Dad had previously corresponded with Huey, who was his first cousin once removed and 
was much the same age as Dad. They agreed to meet up. Dad took a taxi to Huey's 
address. It turned out that the cab driver was a cycling fan and when Dad got in the cab 
said "I know you — you're Huey Turtill". Dad assured him he wasn't but said that he was 
actually on his way to meet him, which of course the cab driver didn't believe — until they 
got to their destination and Huey was waiting to greet him! Everyone was struck by the 
similarity of their looks. They kept in touch over the years and when Dad and Mum later 
visited New Zealand, they stayed with Huey and his family.” 
 
When he retired from racing, “Huey” settled in Christchurch as a bike builder. It is said of 
his bike building: “Butler was a Christchurch cycle company, whom employed the great 
Hubert Turtill to build their frames for a time. These 'Turtill' frames are some of the nicest 
frames I have seen made in New Zealand from this period (1940's-50s)”. Hubert is 
survived by his wife, Rita who is now 99 years old and lives in a nursing home in 
Ashburton, New Zealand. 
 

It’s possible that Edmund and Charlotte may have taken 
their young charges to Southwold to see their baby brother 
where he was being looked after by other members of the 
extended family. The youngest of the émigré children, 
Hubert Sydney Turtill had the nickname, “Jum” bestowed on 
him while he was a child as he was somewhat plump. “Jum” 
came from the common nickname for an elephant, Jumbo. 
He soon shed his baby fat and became a rugby footballer 
with a fine, athletic build and playing as a fullback. “Jum” 
became regarded as one of the best fullbacks in the world. 
He gained an international cap for the All Blacks in 1905 in 
which the New Zealanders beat Australia 14-5. Hubert had 
been considered unlucky not to have made the legendary 
“Originals” British tour, though was nevertheless one of New 
Zealand's best players against Australia, but that was to be 
his only All Black match. 

 
Instead of playing an illustrious rugby career as an All Black, Turtill went on to rebel 
against the New Zealand Rugby union after playing just one test and joined the “dark side” 
or “Pro-Blacks”' as some called them in what became known as the "All Golds," on their 
trailblazing and historic tour of Britain. Officially known as the Professional All Blacks, the 



team was dubbed “All Golds” by an Australian journalist, in a derogatory sense at first, but 
the name stuck and now appears as an honourable entry in the annals of rugby league 
football. The tour started in Australia when the All Golds played under rugby union rules 
and won three matches against New South Wales. The England leg of the tour comprised 
35 matches in almost five months. “Jum” played in five of the internationals in Britain and 
then in 1908 played, as captain, against Australia. It remains, after 100 years, one of the 
most, if not the most audacious and spectacularly successful pioneering sporting 
adventures of any New Zealand sports team 
 
“Jum” Turtill embraced a game most of them had never seen, let alone play. He set out 
not even being familiar with the rules. At the end of his 49-match, 10-month long tour he 
had test series wins over both Great Britain and Australia and earned the right to regard 
himself as being a part of the first world champions in the fledging code to become known 
as rugby league. 
 
Because of the friends he had made in the town during the tour, “Jum” then settled in St 
Helens, Lancashire, in 1909, with his wife, Mabel Edith (nee Hancock) formerly of 
Christchurch and his young son Alan, where he was the popular pub landlord of the 
Nelson Hotel in Bridge Street, St Helens.  He joined the famous Lancashire club, St 
Helen's, for whom he played until the outbreak of World War I.  
 
During World War I he saw action at Hellencourt and Bretencourt, before the 1st battle of 
the Somme. Names like Guillemont, Ginchy, Ribemont, Flers-Courcelette and Morval and 
the Ypres salient became home for “Jum” while he struggled to exist in the muddy 
trenches surrounded by enemy on three sides and under constant artillery fire. After 
somehow surviving the battles of Pilkem Ridge and Menin Road Ridge he was killed at 
Givenchy by shrapnel from a shell burst - probably instantly. He was 38 years old. The 
Defence of Givenchy was to become one of the single most famous actions of the war. It 
was afterwards publicly stated by an officer of the German General Staff that the stand 
made there by the British on April 9th and the days which followed marked the final 
ruination of the supreme German effort of 1918. 
 
Hubert “Jum” Turtill is buried at Brown's Road Cemetery, near Festubert, France. His wife 
and son soon moved back to New Zealand. His son, Alan, lost his life in WW2 in Libya, 
North Africa aged 32. He was a Captain with the 21st Battalion New Zealand Infantry. His 
father would have been no doubt very proud of him as would his son been of his father. 
 
Hubert “Jum” Turtill’s life is soon to be commemorated in a film by New Zealand 
documentary filmmaker Bruce Nixon about the thirteen Original All Blacks killed in the 
Great War. 
 
Another sporting descendant of the Hurunui Turtills is Tyrell Turtill, grandson of Tyrell 
James Turtill and son of Tyrell Hubert “Huey” Turtill. 



 
“The Continental Special — the car that flew”  

 
In the late 60s and early 70s two young Christchurch men, Tyrell Turtill and his friend Garry 
Mulholland invented, designed, built and raced a revolutionary race car. Tyrell and Garry’s 
car, which was known as "The Continental Special" — so called because it was designed 
around a massively powerful rear mounted 7.7-litre Continental aero engine - original 
equipment in a Cessna 180 light aircraft!  They raced the car extensively from 1968 up until 
they were both tragically killed in a car crash in February 1971 while driving a “race 
prepared” Daimler SP250 sports car. Both the cars, and the story of Garry and Tyrell, are 
an important and well known part of the history of motor racing in New Zealand. TV New 
Zealand’s “Close up” screened a documentary on the story of the car and the tragedy of the 
boys death. 
 
In 2007, a theatre production was made of the story of “The Continental Special” with input 

from Tyrell's sister, Judith Anne Turtill, known as one of Australia's 
most unique talents under her stage name, Judy Glen. She has 
achieved national and international success as a comedienne, 
actress, satirist, television performer, musical theatre and concert 
artist. As operatic soprano she has performed with the symphony 
orchestras of Christchurch, Melbourne, Penrith, Queensland, 
Adelaide and Tasmania as well as the Victoria State Opera. She has 
returned to the country of forebears to perform her solo shows and 
has appeared in festivals at Canterbury, Swansea and Aberdeen. She 
performed Bold as Brass at the 2004 Greenwich Festival and 
Spaghetti Opera also known as A Comedy of Arias. Of her London 
debut at the Royal Festival Hall, a critic of The Stage said, “Judy Glen 
is a delightfully funny Lady, a diva!” OPERA-OPERA reviewed her 

performances saying: "... her performance is so consistently sensitive in purely musical 
terms that it can hardly be less than engrossing even to the most sophisticated opera-
lover.” She has also performed a Comedy of Arias on the lawns of Government House in 
Canberra with the Canberra Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Edmund Juby and his wife Charlotte could have had no idea about the legacy they were to 
help to provide for the orphaned children left in their care. In 1881, British colonists had only 
been in New Zealand for 40 years, the height of bicycle technology was the Penny Farthing, 
Karl Benz had not yet introduced the first gasoline powered automobile and the first Wright 
brothers flight was nearly a quarter of a century away. The famous All Blacks rugby 
internationals we are all so familiar with today had not been formed. The thought that these 
two poor orphaned infants would be part of a family that would produce a national sprint 
cycle champion, a world class rugby player and an international opera singer could not 
have been conceived. The idea of a racing car powered by an aircraft engine would have 
been in the realms of an HG Wells science fiction novel, if imaginable at all! By looking after 



the orphans, Edmund Juby was simply fulfilling his duty as a conscientious and caring 
husband. 
 
Tragically, Edmund died young at the age of 31 in 1884. Charlotte remarried two years 
later in Woodbridge but died herself after only four years with her new husband in 1890 at 
the age of 39. In their short lives, they had played an important part in ensuring a legacy 
which would provide pleasure for sports enthusiasts and lovers of the arts to the present 
day. 
 
Reference sources: 
http://www.ridestrong.org.nz/RS/wikis/history_of_cycling/history-of-nz-
cycling-the-legends.aspx   
http://newspapers.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/search?searchTerm=Turtill  
http://www.nixonpictures.co.nz/All_Blacks_WWI_Hubert_Turtill.html  
http://www.rugbymuseum.co.nz/ABProfilee.asp?level1=All_Blacks&Level2=ABC&IDID=904  
http://www.johnnycampbell.co.nz/continental.html  
http://www.arthurshafman.com/artists/judyglen/index.html  
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The Legacy of the Carpenter 
 
Although overwhelmingly agricultural, Worlingham could not have survived without its 
craftsmen. The role of the rural Victorian carpenter would have been critical because this 
was a time when so many every day things and tools were still made of wood. In 1881 
George Foreman was a very young Carpenter learning his trade and it seems likely that he 
would have been involved in building bans, fences and carts to support the local industry. 
Was his legacy also one of skilled craftsmen? 
 
The Legacy of George Foreman  
by Pat Harding (Bushey, Hertfordshire) 
 
1881 Census entry 
Dwelling: Street Cottage, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

George 
FOREMAN  

Head  M  Male  20  Barsham, Suffolk, 
England  

Carpenter 
Journeyman  

Martha M. 
FOREMAN  

Wife  M  Female  20  Carlton, Suffolk, 
England  

Carpenters Wife  

Ellen Marie 
FOREMAN  

Daur   Female  1  Carlton, Suffolk, 
England  

Child  

 

George Foreman was my great grandfather and I believe was blinded in an 
accident. He had two children, Ellen and Walter, who was my grandfather. When I 
knew Walter, he lived in Oulton Broad, in Normanston Drive in the lodge of the old 
TB hospital where he was caretaker/ gardener. He was also the caretaker of an old 
hospital in Lowestoft and I can remember going with him to check it out. He was 
married to Margaret Bennett for 50 years and they had five children. My dad 
Stanley was the youngest, born in 1920, five years after Jack. 

 
He must have had some advantages as when he left school he left home and was 
accepted for training as a male nurse at St. Mary’s Hospital in Portsmouth. 

 
After being called up towards the end of the war he joined the RAF and trained as 
an electrician and served in Italy, but didn't see active service. After the war he 
resumed his training and was the first male nurse to qualify in Portsmouth. 
Unfortunately I believe the first in the country was in Plymouth about three weeks 
before. He worked in several places, and was a district nurse in Clacton, Essex for 
several years and eventually ran an old peoples home in Rayleigh and then 
Colchester all in Essex. 
 



The Legacy of the Maltsters Labourer  
 
I have heard it said that a life without beer is no life at all. Beershops were common in the 
1880’s and, although no pubs/Inns are listed in Worlingham in 1881, I guess beer was 
consumed whenever possible. The fact that brewing was happening locally is apparent 
because George Took was involved in the industry as a maltsters labourer – beer cannot 
happen without malt! So I think George may well have had a very important local role!! 
 
The Legacy of George Took  
by Jenny Osborne (Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey) 
 
1881 Census entry 
Dwelling: Marsh Lane Cottage, Worlingham 
 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

George 
TOOK  

Head  M  Male  30  Earsham ((Asham)), 
Norfolk, England  

Malsters Labourer  

Alice Mary 
TOOK  

Wife  M  Female  24  Beccles, Suffolk, England  Wife  

James E. 
TOOK  

Son  U  Male  10 
m  

Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Infant  

 

George Tooke was born in 1851 in Earsham, Norfolk and married Alice Mary Cooke, of 
Beccles in The Parish Church, Beccles on the 18th May 1880. 
George's occupation was a Malsters Labourer and he and Alice had two children James 
(b. 1880) and Fanny Elizabeth (b. 1881). George, his wife and son were resident at Marsh 
Lane Cottage in Worlingham at the time of the 1881 census (Fanny was born later that 
year). 

 
It is through Fanny that my husband’s family are descended. Through the 1901 census we 
can see that Fanny was in service in Paddington, London. It is here that she must have 
met her husband, William Osborne, as they were married at the Paddington registry office 
on 9th April 1914 when she was 32. William was a butcher and Fanny was his second 
wife.  His 1st wife died in 1913 and he had 3 children from his 1st marriage, 1 boy and 2 
girls. The boy died in Sept 1914 at the age of 12 of appendicitis. 

 
So when Fanny married William he had 3 children and she looked after them as her own. 
The 2 girls were 9 and 5 years of age and the boy was 12 when she married William. If 
taking on the children of your husband was not enough one of the earliest things to endure 
was the death of the son within months of the marriage. 
In 1914 they live as a family in Hormead Road London and in 1915 Fanny & William had a 
daughter and then a son in 1922 called William after his father. William 'junior' (b. 1922) 
was my husbands father and Fanny was his grandmother. 



 
William Osborne, Fanny's husband, died in 1927 age 59 in Marylebone London leaving 
Fanny to bring up 4 children on her own. Fanny never re-married after William died and 
she had lived to the age of 77 when she died in 1958 in London. The 2 girls from Williams 
1st marriage both became Milliners and both married. 

 
The daughter Fanny had with William lived to the age of 74, she married and had 3 
children, 1 boy 2 girls, but sadly the boy died in infancy, the girls both married. 
William their son, and my father-in-law, passed way in 1988. He married in London in 1945 
to Elsie Miller and they had 3 children (2 boys 1 girl). In the early 50s the family moved to 
live in Wimbledon and that is where I first met my husband, the eldest boy of the family. 
We married in 1973 and have 2 boys of our own. Our eldest son is married and living in 
America with his American wife, our youngest son is teaching Geography in a secondary 
school. We have lived in Surrey all our married life. 

 
My father-in-law loved his mother very much and he always talked about her with much 
affection and said she was always dressed very smartly and she never had a hair out of 
place. I also have a lot of admiration for Fanny. I never met her but from what I have been 
told about her and how she managed to bring up 4 children after her husband died, 13 
years after their marriage, is truly worthy of my admiration. 

 
So that is the story of a young girl born in Worlingham Suffolk who came to live in London 
just before the 1st world war. There she fell in love and married in 1914 at the start of the 
Great War. From there she brought up her husbands 3 children from his previous marriage 
before having 2 children with her husband. I think she would be very pleased to see how 
her family has turned out so well! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Legacy of the Laundress 
“Just throw those clothes in the automatic Bosch” is NOT a phrase I think we would have 
heard Ann Wyatt, Worlingham’s Laundress, say during her life. Doing the Laundry in 
Victorian England was not the most pleasant of tasks. First you need to get the water – no 
water on tap back then – and even then the hard water of Suffolk would not have been 
ideal. Use soap, probably home-made, and mix those clothes in the washtub with a dolly! 
Scrub the more heavily soiled clothes, which in an agricultural area I expect there were 
many, on the washboard and hang them out. We can only speculate whether Ann took in 
washing from the village or, perhaps more likely, she was the laundress for the local 
Worlingham Hall – but what I am sure of is that laundry day was not a time for those shy of 
hard work!! Her descendents would certainly have it easier in that respect! 
 
The Legacy of Ann Wyatt  
by Shirley Bascombe (Thetford, Norfolk) 
 

1881 Census entry 

Dwelling: Lodge Gate, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

Ann WYATT  Head  W  Female  76  Carlton, Suffolk, England  Laundress  

Edith M. 
WYATT  

Grand 
Daughter  

 Female  10  Worlingham, Suffolk, England  Scholar  

 
 
Ann Wyatt (nee Durrant) was born in Carlton Colville around 1806 and married James 
Wyatt an agricultural labourer born around 1795 at Frostenden, Beccles. I assume that 
James had moved to Worlingham to find work with one of William Hounty, George Sutton, 
Thomas Rackham or Henry Read, being the only Farmers I could identify in the 1841 
census. I wonder if they were all tenant farmers of the Worlingham Hall estate?  
 
The marriage was registered Q4 1844 in Worlingham.  At the time of the marriage, Ann 
was around 35 and James was around 49 which seems rather late for a first union. What 
is clear though from the 1851 census is that there was a 17 year old son, (maybe Ann’s 
stepson?) also called James, living with them and Martha 6, Ann 4 and Emily 6 months: all 
three girls having been born after the marriage. My great grandmother Louisa followed on 
the 20th October 1855.  
 
I searched the complete Worlingham 1861 census returns but the family were no longer 
living there. I could only find Martha living in Lincolnshire as a Nursemaid and James on 
board the fishing vessel “New Return” as a “Mate Fisherman”.  
  .  
By 1871 Ann was 65, widowed and living at High Road with Ann (Georgiana was her birth 
name), Ann senior’s granddaughter Edith (Edith Hannah belonging to James) and Louisa 
aged 15, an unemployed general servant. Both Ann’s were Laundresses. I had always 
assumed they were working for Worlingham Hall as they were living at Lodge Gate in 1881 
but it is quite likely they took in washing at home to provide a small income especially 



since James senior had died in 1870. 
 
In 1881 Ann was 76 and a retired laundress, living at Lodge Gate, which I think was 
demolished in the 1950’s. She is recorded as living with her 10 year old granddaughter 
Edith Minnie Wyatt. I wonder whom she belonged to so have ordered the birth certificate. 
My great grandmother Louisa was 25 by this time and living at 68 Queens Gate, Chelsea, 
Kensington and working as a parlour maid /domestic servant. I guess this is where she 
met Ben South, who at that time was also living in Kensington as a “Stud Person”. They 
married in Kensington in 1885, both aged 29. I believe Ben originated from Royston, 
Hertfordshire. On the marriage certificate, Louisa declares her father as deceased but, to 
my surprise, gives his occupation as servant and not agricultural labourer. I originally 
thought that perhaps this is what he did when he became too old to work on the land. Then 
I read the following article (source: How to Trace your Family Tree, Kathy Chater): 
 
Servants 
“Until the end of World War 1, the majority of people spent some or the whole of their lives 
as servants. Even lower-middle-class people expected to employ at least one servant to 
help the mistress of the house, and on a large estate there might be a staff of up to a 
hundred. Some lived in; others came in on a daily basis. The word “servant” covered a 
range of jobs. Farm servants were not necessarily domestic workers: they were unmarried 
men and women who lived on the premises. Once married, and living in a separate 
dwelling, the men were known as agricultural labourers” 
 
By 1891 Ann was 85 living alone at High Road but she was now recorded as a “Pauper”, 
i.e. as one “living on or eligible for public charity”. Fortunately she was not left entirely to 
her own devices as in 1901 she was living in “The Street” (not on it!) with her daughter 
Martha, Martha’s husband Frederick Welton, a Blacksmith and their children John and 
Ethel. Ann’s age was recorded as 98 at the time but who can blame her for not knowing 
her exact age! Sadly she died on the 24th of February 1903 aged 97 years but what a very 
long life and just think of all the changes she must have witnessed! And what of her 
legacy? 
 
Ann’s Daughter Louisa 
Louisa’s husband Ben South, died under tragic circumstances in Paddington, London on 
the 5th April 1910 – he was 51. Louisa and Ben had lived apart for 12 years but she said 
that he had become depressed of late and had written to her saying that it was heart-
breaking looking for work and always being disappointed. Ben was an unemployed 
omnibus driver. In 1908 the horse bus outnumbered the motorbus 2-1 but by 1914 most 
horse buses had been phased out. During the period 1910-1919, 3,000 motorbuses were 
manufactured in England. (Source: 100 years of British buses and trolley buses /video. Ian 
Allan). It is very likely that Ben, through his association with horses as a stud groom was a 
horse bus driver and his services were not required when the motorbus was introduced. It 
must have been devastating for their children of whom they had four that I know of  - 
Violet, Wilfred, Dorothy and Ernest.  
 
On a brighter note, I have a picture of Louisa, sitting on a wooden country “garden” chair in 
her yard.  I like to think that it was originally made for Ann from wood sourced locally in 
Worlingham and made by Robert Clarke the Carpenter, or his apprentice and son, 
Jonathan Clarke. The chair was passed down and is still within our family. 



 
Louisa South (nee Wyatt) on her ‘garden’ chair 

 
Louisa’s son Ernest 
Ernest was my grandfather who at the time of the birth of my mother, Joyce, in 1926, was 
employed by the Post Office as a Post Office Clerk. (Ernest’s brother Wilfred also joined 
the Post Office) Ernest married my grandmother Constance Clara South in Norwich. 
Connie was born Thompson but as her mother died shortly after giving birth to her she 
went to live with her grandmother and was adopted by her under the name of Leeds. 
Connie was born in Chertsey, Surrey. 
 
Ernest’s Daughter Joyce 
Joining the Post office seemed a popular career choice as my mother worked on the 
counter at Attleborough Post Office from the age of 17 for 10 years before marrying my 
father and starting a family. Her brother Donald worked for the Post Office too. She had 
two other brothers Jeff and John. Sadly John was poorly and died at an early age but her 
two other brothers lived until very recently and had seven children between them.  
 
Joyce’s Daughters 
Joyce had two daughters, of which I am one. My sister married an American serviceman in 
the early eighties and began a new life abroad. They have lived in Germany, New Jersey, 
California, Florida and latterly Denver, Colorado, where they have settled. They have one 
daughter and it now falls to her to carry the legacy of Worlingham forward, and our 
particular line, to a new generation in the USA!  



The Legacy of Ann Wyatt  
by Stuart Jones (Carlton Colville, Suffolk) 
 
In October 1844 James WYATT, a widower, married Ann DURRANT, a spinster, at 
Worlingham parish church. He had been born in Worlingham c1806 and she at Carlton 
Colville also c1806. 
 
Their third child, Louisa, was born in October 1855 and she was my Great Grandmother. 
 
In January 1885 she married Ben SOUTH in the parish church at Kensington in London. 
He was aged 29 and a stud groom from Flore in Northamptonshire and she from 26 
Cornwall Mews, Kensington. Most probably she was in service. They had four children, 
Violet Edith, Wilfred Ben, Ernest Albert and Dorothy Emily. 
 
Wilfred Ben born at Weedon in 1886 was my maternal grandfather. He has a long and I 
think, interesting life. 
 
Before we discuss Wilfred in detail we must deal with his parents Louisa and Ben. In about 
1898 Ben left the family home for London and obtained employment as an omnibus driver. 
Shirley CRANE, who is a relative of Wilfred’s brother Ernest, has suggested that since Ben 
had experience of horses perhaps the omnibuses were the horse-drawn ones. It seems 
that by 1910 the horse drawn buses were being phased out rapidly and indeed Ben was 
out of work. He died suddenly in 1910 in a lodging house at Paddington. Louisa gave 
evidence at the inquest and indicated that she was in touch with him and had recently had 
a letter saying how awful it was to tramp the streets without finding work. Hi died of 
pneumonia accelerated by self-administered opium. No opinion was given as to why the 
opium was taken – perhaps it was to relieve the pain of the pneumonia. 
 
Louisa died many years later in 1937 at her youngest daughter’s home in Leeds, she was 
81 years old. 
 
When their last child, Dorothy, was born Louisa and the children were in Northampton but 
by the 1901 census they were in Kirkley, Lowestoft where Louisa described herself as 
‘wife’. Later Ben SOUTH was given as a Lodging House keeper in Grove Road, Lowestoft 
in Kelly’s directory even though he was in London. When I was much younger the family 
story was that Ben ‘had runoff’ but since contact was kept with Louisa and his eldest 
daughter I am not so sure ‘run off’ is the right construction to put on it. I favour the idea of 
his finding work to help keep the family. Undeniably though, the family was poor. 
 
Now to Wilfred 
 
The family story has it that in 1900, when he was 14, he tried to sign up for the Boer War 
but the recruiting sergeant ‘sussed’ him out and sent him home to his mother. Perhaps the 
wanderlust which he experienced later was, even then, present. Much later in life he said 
that he had always vowed that his own family would not be as poor as his Mother had 
been when they were all growing up. I suppose that he had it in mind that the Boer War 
would mean one less mouth for his mother to feed plus a bit of money for him to send her. 
 
I assume Wilfred left school at 14 but I am unsure of what jobs he had in his teenage 
years. By February 1907, when he was 21, he was with the GPO Engineering Department 



but it is unclear where, although by 1910 he was with the GPO in Birmingham. 
 
In March 1910 he married Alice Fenn HOLMAN who had been born in East Dereham, 
Norfolk in 1886. By the time she married her family was living in Carlton Colville where her 
father was a painter and decorator. They were married in St Peter’s church, Carlton 
Colville and made their home in King’s Heath, Birmingham. By this time Wilfred had 
improved his qualifications by taking various City and Guilds examinations connected with 
his work. Their first child Muriel Alice (my mother) was born in July 1911 and is still alive 
and living in Carlton Colville. Their second child Audrey Fenn was born in Oulton Broad in 
1913 and she died in 1999. Strangely, both daughters were known by nick-names – 
Muriel/Molly and Audrey/Babs. 
 
In May 1915 he joined the Royal Naval Air Service as a Petty Officer mechanic and in 
June 1916 left the RNAS to take up a commission in the Royal Flying Corps where he 
specialized in the electrical and mechanical side of observation balloons. I recall that he 
said that he did go up in these balloons spying on the enemy front line and taking 
photographs. I guess this was particularly hazardous since if the balloon was shot down 
you had to jump and trust your parachute opened before you hit the ground!! In 1918 when 
the Royal Air Force was created he was a lieutenant. He was demobilized in March 1920 
with the rank of Acting Captain having been mentioned in dispatches in July 1919. His end 
of service report records 14 years experience in electrical and mechanical engineering of 
which 10 years were with the GPO Telegraph and Telephone Department. Curiously, it 
seems that he took some City & Guilds examination during his war service, so it appears 
he was keen to learn. 
 
He returned to the family and to the GPO in Birmingham 1n 1920 but perhaps his 
adventures in France and Germany had unsettled him for in 1922 he was off to west Africa 
to Nigeria for the Colonial Government in the Posts and Telegraphs Engineering 
Department. I imagine that at this time the telegraph system in Nigeria was in its infancy 
and so there would be good openings for someone with his experience. In 1925 he 
returned to the GPO in Birmingham perhaps to improve still further his knowledge of the, 
no doubt, changing technology. 
 
The wander lust caught up with him again in 1930 and he was off, this time to the Colonial 
Government in the Gold Coast (now Ghana) still in the Telephone and Telegraph 
Department. He must have been on leave in 1933 when he bought and Austin motor car 
especially adapted for use on tropical dusty roads with particularly heavy-duty springs. It is 
assumed that he took it back with him but I have seen no concrete evidence of this, 
although I am sure he did, why else would he have bought such a specialized car? In 2003 
the car was still alive and well and being used by a vintage car collector in Norwich having 
travelled around the UK a bit since grandfather gave it away in 1978. 
 
In his earlier years he had taught himself to paint in oils and watercolour, no doubt with 
some help from a neighbour in Birmingham who was named Mander and who was a noted 
professional artist. Only two or three of grandfather’s paintings survive so how many he did 
I have no idea. I know that in his early married life he did sell them if he could find buyers. 
 
In 1937 he was awarded the Coronation Medal for the coronation of King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth; I suppose because of his senior position in the colonial civil service. In 
January 1939 he retired from the post of Chief Engineer Posts and Telegraphs in the Gold 
Coast and returned to his family home in Birmingham. 



 
At the outbreak of World War II he applied to rejoin the RAF but was refused as being too 
old (53). He was, however, commissioned as Pilot Officer in the RAF and served as a 
billeting officer. By this time both of Wilfred’s and Alice’s daughters were married and so 
the two of them moved out of Birmingham south to the village of Wythall where they lived 
in a caravan in the corner of a farmers field with their collie dog. I can recall visiting them 
there when I was 5 or 6, having travelled with my mother (Muriel) by bus from our home in 
Quinton to the west of Birmingham. 
 
In about 1949 my grandparents moved to Cobh near Cork in Ireland, Wilfred refusing to 
pay the Labour government’s high rate of income tax!! They had a flat with superb views 
over the vast natural Cork harbour and just along the road from the magnificent Cobh 
Cathedral. I remember visiting with my parents and it was a truly lovely area. During my 
own honeymoon my wife and I paid a visit to the area and it was much as I remembered it. 
 
The wanderlust struck again in about 1953 and Wilfred and Alice moved to the Isle of Man, 
living firstly in Douglas and later in Castletown. I don’t believe that my grandmother liked 
this wandering lifestyle and she particularly hated travelling by sea to and from the island. 
So in 1954 they returned to England to live, temporarily, with Alice’s sister Florence in 
Oulton Broad. Coincidentally, in early 1955 my parents, their eldest daughter Muriel and 
her husband Charles (always known as Stanley) moved to Oulton Broad to take a small 
general grocery store. 
 
Later in 1955 Wilfred and Alice Bought a house at 98 High Street, Kessingland which has 
many years previously been a Quaker meeting house. In all of their 50 years of married life 
this was the only house they had ever owned. I guess Wilfred’s wanderlust kept him from 
buying, although of course, renting was the more usual way in those days. 
 
Sadly, Alice died in 1960 of cancer but even in the five short years they had been in 
Kessingland she had become well known in the village, witness the large numbers of 
‘messages of sympathy’ sent to Captain South as he was always known. Wilfred stayed on 
at Kessingland, four miles from his daughter Molly, busying himself with DIY, photography, 
his car and some watercolour painting. I must say that he tended to buy all the best gear 
but rarely used it. Many things were found in the original shop packaging after his death 
and his DIY skills were not good, although Molly’s husband Stanley helped out often. 
 
Wilfred died in a nursing home in Lowestoft after a short illness in February 1981 having 
been cared for in his last six months by his daughter Molly at her home in Oulton Broad. 
He was in his 95th year. Molly is now in her 99th. 
 
So there we have Louisa’s son Wilfred who, I think by his own efforts and despite humble 
beginnings, became an excellent ‘Legacy of the Laundress’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



The Legacy of the Coachman of Worlingham Hall  
Worlingham Hall was the primary residence in the parish of Worlingham. A quick glance at 
the household of 1881 suggests it was also the most cosmopolitan place in the village. 
The local aristocracy needed an array of support and they would have needed a skilled 
man to take care of their horses and drive the ‘coach’. That man was William Iremonger a 
trusted and skilled servant! 
 
The Legacy of William Iremonger   
by Derek Iremonger (Lezant, Cornwall) 
 
1881 Census entry 
Dwelling: Worlingham Hall, Worlingham 

Name  Relation Marital 
Status 

Gender Age Birthplace Occupation 

Rosa Helen 
WATERFIELD  

Head  M  Female  40  Fakely, Essex, 
England  

Wife Of Colonel In 
Bengal Staff Corps  

Marion O. 
WATERFIELD  

Daur  U  Female  13  Punjab Murree, India  Scholar  

Dorothea N. 
WATERFIELD  

Daur  U  Female  8  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

Franquika 
BEDLER  

Boarder  U  Female  27  Lavenburg (F), 
Germany  

Governess (Prof)  

Richard 
IREMONGER  

Servant  M  Male  45  Romsey, Hampshire, 
England  

Coachman Domestic 
Servant  

Caroline 
IREMONGER  

Servant  M  Female  48  Gustardwood, 
Hertford, England  

Housemaid Domestic 
Servant  

William R. 
IREMONGER  

Servants 
Son  

U  Male  9  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

Ellen J. 
IREMONGER  

Servants 
Daur  

U  Female  12  Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Scholar  

Charlotte 
EDWARDS  

Servant  M  Female  29  Lodden, Norfolk, 
England  

Cook Domestic 
Servant  

Gertrude 
EDWARDS  

Servants 
Daur  

O  Female  11 
m  

Worlingham, Suffolk, 
England  

Infant  

Mary Ann 
ROGERS  

Servant  U  Female  29  Gt Gaddesdon, 
Hertford, England  

Ladys Maid Domestic 
Servant  

Mary Ann 
BLAKE  

Servant  U  Female  24  Beccles, Suffolk, 
England  

Parlour Maid Domestic 
Servant  

 



In the 19th century, it was unusual for working class people to travel any great distance 
from the area that they were brought up in. This is a story of how one Hampshire man 
came to live in Worlingham, Suffolk. 
 
Richard Iremonger was born in Romsey, Hampshire in 1835, one of 5 surviving children of 
Abraham and Ann (nee Gange) Iremonger. Richard’s father was a paper maker by trade, 
his family being established in Romsey for many generations. 
 
Richard however, didn’t follow his father or brothers by taking up a trade. His apparent 
interest in horses enabled him to find a position as groom for the Rector of Ayot St 
Lawrence (Hertfordshire), at his country home in Walcot, Somerset about 50 miles from 
Romsey. This is where he met his wife to be Caroline Shambrook from Gustard Wood, 
Hertfordshire who was a kitchen maid there.  In the early 1860s, Richard, having proven 
himself as a groom, secured a position as coachman at Worlingham Hall in Suffolk. 
Caroline followed him to Worlingham Hall where she became a housemaid, perhaps as a 
condition of their joint tenancy. His marriage to Caroline was registered in the nearby 
Blofield district of Norfolk in 1867. 

 
Worlingham Hall (circa 1800) (© Courtauld Institute of Art) 

 
Richard and Caroline lived and worked at Worlingham Hall for between 15 and 20 years, 
where they brought up their two children, Ellen Jane and William Richard. Towards the 
end of their time at Worlingham Hall, William Richard tragically died at the tender age of 
13, as reported in the 1 January 1885 edition of the Ipswich Journal: 
 
“Fatal Accident. - On Tuesday morning, Mr Archibald Hadenham, a farmer residing at 
Worlingham, a village adjoining Beccles, sent his son Herbert 9 years of age, 
accompanied by a youth William Iremonger, aged 13, (who was on a holiday visit), to Mr E 
Master's brickyard at Beccles with a tumbril to get a load of bricks; a third youth 11 years 
of age, son of Mr J Cole a farmer, also went with them. On the return journey, Iremonger 
and Hadenham were riding on the shafts, Cole being at the back of the tumbril. When 
approaching a hill near Worlingham church, Iremonger suggested that they should get 



down and walk up the hill. When in the act of jumping down, Iremonger's legs got 
entangled in the reins which hang loosely attached to a hook on the side of the tumbril, 
and he fell to the ground head foremost, the wheel passing over his head causing almost 
instantaneous death.” 
 
By 1891, Richard, Caroline and Ellen Jane had moved on, living at Hackford Road, 
Hardington in Norfolk, Richard having secured a position at Hardington Hall as coachman, 
a position he held until retiring and moving his family back to Hampshire in the early 
1900s, where he subsequently died in 1912. Caroline survived him for a further 6 years. 
Ellen Jane became a schoolmistress in Suffolk but moved back to Hampshire with her 
parents where she died a spinster in 1959. 
 
© 2010, Derek Iremonger 
 
Derek Iremonger is a family historian. His One Name Study of the Iremonger surname can 
be found at http://www.iremonger.org.uk/.  He is also the Membership Secretary of The 
Pomeroy Family Association (http://www.pomeroyfamilyhistory.com/). 
 
 
 


