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Minutes of the meeting of Palgrave Parish Council at the Community
                               Centre, Palgrave on 14th January 2009
Present:

Councillors Thorburn Sparks, Barlow, Howard, Mrs Pattenden, Ms Hicks, 

Mrs Bunbury (Chairman), Ms Sneddon, Cllr Michell, Cllr Laurie

	2 Members of the Public

In the Public Forum time Judy Ward spoke on behalf of other residents regarding the work done to the village pond. Julie was under the impression that the pond was just to be tided up not drastically cut back and had already spoken to Sharon Berry at MSDC. An e mail from Sharon was read out stating what work had been agreed to be done and she was satisfied that the contractors had carried it out properly. Sharon said that the plants would re grow and that the Ash would grow to approx 6 feet within a year but would allow light to filter through and let the pond thrive. Cllr Sparks agreed that he had not expected the growth to be cut to ground level. Cllr Laurie said that now with the growth cut back it benefits wildlife.  Clerk to e mail Sharon Berry to let her know that the council was surprised at the extent of work done and also to ask if this would be a good opportunity to clean out the pond   


01.09.1 Apologies:  Cllr Ling, WPC Shadbolt
01.09.2 Declaration of Interests – Cllr Barlow would leave during the budget

item on grants.
01.09.3 Reports from Cllrs Michell, Laurie and WPC Shadbolt
             Cllr Michell reported that he was now Acting Chairman of the County Council due to the death of Ann Rodwell. Final recommendation of the Boundary Commission has been delayed until 13th February. The locality budget still had funds in and would be available until June. Cllr Thorburn asked whether the funds were available for clearing the pond. Cllr Michell said that he would need to know start date, nature of work to be done, and the total cost of the work and how much the Parish Council needed. Cllr Michell also reported how pleased he was with the local Emergency Services after his wife was involved in accident on the icy roads. The Council sent their best wishes to her.
              Cllr Laurie said he had been involved with the Unitary System and how it 
would affect staff and also if the financial situation would affect its implementation.
WPC Shadbolt was unable to attend the meeting but had forwarded details                          of recorded crime in Palgrave in the 3rd quarter of the year. There had been a total of 11 offences. There was to be a meeting on 21st January regarding Neighbourhood Watch Groups, Cllr Sparks would pass letter on to Ray Hawks, Palgrave’s Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator.          
01.09.4 Minutes of meeting held on 26th November were approved and signed

01.09.5 Matters arising.

4613 An e mail was handed out from Diss Town Council regarding the Mobile     
         Home Site informing the Councillors what the situation was at the moment.
4535 The drain outside Flint Cottage, The Green has been done

4603 Mrs Bunbury is in the process of preparing a plan of trees on the Green that

 need basal growth removed and is seeking quotes.

4621 Cllr Sparks said that he had been in contact with SNDC and MSDC

regarding Fly Tipping down the Lows. Both councils are willing to

Meet to try and combat this situation. Two letters that had been retrieved

from the Lows have been passed to SNDC for evidence. Volunteers are needed to help with clearing the rubbish anyone interested can contact Cllr Sparks.

A letter received from Angel Hall, Head Teacher at Palgrave Primary School

 was read out informing the Council that the School Governors were getting

together with the Community Council to canvas the village in the New Year in the hope that the Village will agree to the |Community Council permitting 

the building of a new school next to the centre. A steering committee will be 

formed once permission is given. Suffolk County Council has no money for Palgrave so £2 million pounds will have to be raised.

Autumn Cottage, Crossing Road, water is still running down road, Clerk to investigate further                               

  01.09.6 Financial Report. It was reported that VAT refund of £607.14p had been repaid and another £75 had been paid into the account for funeral costs and plot reservation. It was agreed to authorise a cheque for £800 to Palgrave Community Council towards the upkeep of the centre and it was also agreed that this would be put in the budget for next year.

01.09.7 Budget 2009/10 – Precept. It was agreed the following changes be made to this year’s budget, Insurance up to £1,000, Audit £170, Salc Subs £251, Cemetery rates £85, Mowing & Strimming £1800, Clerk’s Salary £2200, Stationary/Admin £150, Repair/Maintenance £500 . The precept was set at

£10,096

01.09.8 Planning There were no planning applications

             Planning Decisions 
             3564/08 Two storey extension to side of 4 Church Terrace, this has been

refused by reason of its materials, bulk form, proportion and design
 which is out of

keeping with existing property.

             0352/08 Erection of single storey dwelling and vehicular access 

The Nook, Priory Road. The appeal has been dismissed due to the effect the

development would have on the character and appearance of the area and upon 

living conditions of neighbouring residents including future occupants of the

Nook.

09.01.9 Cut Your Carbon  John Kilkennon from the Community Council

addressed the Council regarding Palgrave’s bid for funding to cut your carbon. The initial bid was assessed but did not receive funding in the first round. Residents are asked to complete their Carbon Footprint and sign up to the Palgrave Community on www.cutyourcarbon.org.uk.  Should funding be successful it will be used to 

reduce demand for electricity by retaining as much as we can. The feasibility

of a wind turbine would be investigated as part of the project to be erected at the end of the field by the Community Centre. The scheme and publicity was aimed at all village residents not just the use of the Community Centre.

09.01.10 Outstanding Items 
006 Jobs Lane – work still to be arranged

4443 Village Pond has now been done

4341 Lows Lane stile replacement Cllr Thorburn to meet Claire Dickson on

Friday

4587 Forge Close – no more news has been received Mrs Bunbury to chase it up.

4535 Trees on the Green – Mrs Bunbury in process of making plan of trees that need trimming.

09.01.11 AOB

Cllr Thorburn gave the following dates of events happening at the Community Centre and Village;

24th January – Tiding of the Churchyard and then move to the pond meet at 9.a.m

28th/29th March Spring Flower Show

 4th/5th    July Summer Flower Show

     19th   July Summer Fete

There may also be Open Gardens more details to follow.

Cllr Sparks asked if anyone was interested in litter picking to please contact him, Cllr Thorburn will be sending out e mails regarding Village Volunteers and asked

if Cllr Sparks name wished to be added.

Meeting closed at 9.35p.m.

Next Meeting 25th February
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