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SOMERSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Somersham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 1st July 2009.
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.

Present: Councillors - Richard Browne (RB), Terry Fordham (TF), Janet Hodge (JH), Chris Mills (CM), Penny Pearson (PP), Vic Pryke (VP), Barbara Tottle (BT), PC David Clark (DC), County Councillor Julia Truelove (JT) for part of meeting and 1 member of the public. 
	Subject
	Discussion/Resolution
	Action

	09/24  Apologies for Absence

	
	District Councillor S Wright (SW), Colin Burrows (CB).

	09/25  Previous Meeting’s Minutes

	i) Last Meeting’s Minutes
	Two amendments were requested for the minutes of meeting held on 3rd June 2009 
a)  Page 528 item 09/18 (iii) delete duplicated ‘suggested new location.’

b) Page 528 item 09/20 (iii) add at end of text “referring to i)  above, agreed that letter of support to include recommendation that an alternative adjacent site be explored with landowner.  Subject to these amendments minutes were approved.   Proposed JH,  seconded  VP.
	

	ii) Action points
	None
	

	09/26  Parish Administration

	i)  Declaration of Interests
	 None
	

	ii) Clerk’s Report
	Clerk’s report had been circulated.   Clerk reported Mr Pryke’s quote for bus shelter exceeded £200, meaning two further quotes were needed as detailed in Financial Regulations.   
	Clerk to contact local contractors.

	iii) Complaints Policy
	Agreed to adopt the complaints policy

Proposed TF, seconded RB.
	

	09/27  Safety and Security

	i) Police
	PC Clark reported:- 

· Payphone theft from Village Hall.
· Theft of radio from summerhouse.
· Advice on ‘keeping it secure.’ 
·  Home Office putting together a ‘burglary’ pack which can be ordered.
· Advice on securing pedal cycles.

In response to question from PP,  DC had no information on results of recent speed checks.  
	

	ii) Neighbourhood Watch
	Colin Burrows’ report included:-
· Theft of payphone from village hall.
· Theft from summerhouse.
· 10 years of cycle training.
	

	09/28  Parish Liaison

	ii) District Councillor’s report
	No report
	

	iii) Community Shop
	JH reported shop project is progressing.  Consulting with residents on new location, may have objections which will be reported to Steering Committee.  The Environment Agency flood zones were the cause of the problem with the original location and were discussed at some length. 
	

	09/29  Finance

	i)   I & E Statement 
	Bank statements not received.  
	Financial statement to be circulated.

	ii)  Cheque Requisitions
	Village Hall hire 6/5 and 3/6 - £16.00
Proposed TF , seconded  PP
	


Councillor Truelove arrived and an amendment to the set agenda was agreed to allow for her report.
	09/28  Parish Liaison  - continued

	i) County Councillor’s Report
	Councillor Truelove’s report  included:-
· Composition of SCC and list of portfolio and committee chairs

· Boundary committee update – 3 districts have gone to High Court. Could delay even further. 

· Proposal to transfer heart attack patients out of the county to a PPCI centre.  Reported that pancreatic cancer treatment also under review.  Agreed to respond deploring movement of centres of excellence away from Ipswich.  

· Electronic signing in Main Road looking hopeful.
	

	09/27 Safety and Security  - continued

	iii) Traffic/Speeding Concerns
	JT reported meeting held with Brian Lomax. Felt that success from temporary electronic signing warranted further consideration for a longer and monitored trial.  Further meeting arranged with senior officers for 8/7.  

School safety zones of 20mph.. JT will support for Somersham. 
	


Return to the set agenda

	09/30 Parish Development

	i) Planning applications 


	1023/09 -  erection of glazed link to connect house to new utility room and lobby.  Refurbishment of outbuilding to for additional family accommodation – Bush Farm, Flowton. No objections
	

	ii)  Planning decisions
	None received.  MSDC has notified on application 1136/09 going to planning committee letter.  No-one available to speak for pc.
	

	iii) Affordable Housing
	TF willing to contact landowner for general discussion on future plans regarding area of land behind allotments in Flowton Road and report back to next meeting. PP/BT do not agree if allotments are to be lost.
	Clerk to obtain lettings policy details from Riverside H.A.

	09/31  Recreation and Services

	i) Village Hall
	RB reported AGM had been held.  Accounts show expenditure up, income static.  To be circulated after audit. 
	

	ii) Playing Field Litter Bins
	PP reported bins on playing field not being emptied regularly.  
	TF to speak to MS

	iii) Community Association
	TF reported handrail on footbridge near  Brooke House needs replacing, SDCA made donation to Link.  Fire and risk assessment due, finances healthy. Alternative location of shop has been agreed by SDCA. 
	

	09/23   Environment

	i) Footpaths
	PP reported complaints received about weeds growing and overhanging trees on the raised footpath along Main Road adjacent to the playing field. Weeds through footpath near channel SCC responsibility?  Overhanging trees SDCA responsibility?
	Contact SCC

	09/33  Communication

	i) Items for Village Newsletters
	No further items suggested. 
	

	ii) Correspondence
	a) Village SOS– .Big Lottery Funding. 

b) Road Closure – U4414 – Blood Hill – 6 – 17 July. 
Discussion concerning difficulties in getting BT to repair telephone kiosk.  
	Write to SPS about telephone kiosks

	iii) Councillors reports
	BT – Speedwatch scheme – reported at SNT meeting speed gun now cheaper.  

CM – asked for consideration of giving members of the public the opportunity to speak about issues before, rather than at the end of parish council meetings.   All agreed. 
	Obtain details from Clopton scheme.


	Public Participation
	None
	


The meeting closed at 9.30pm  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7.30pm on Wednesday the 

2nd September 2009 in the Committee Room, Village Hall. 
Signed:                                                    (Chairman)            Dated:
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