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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 11 January 2010 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam (Vice-Chairman), J Formby, M Appleby, K Knights, B Kemp and T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC and SCC) and 3 members of the public

Apologies:
Noted from Suffolk Police
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming everyone into the New Year.

2. Declaration of Interest: None received. 

3. Minutes of Meeting held 9 November 2009: The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
4. Village Forum: No matters raised.
5. Reports:

5.1. SCC: A Stringer
· Gritting:  Road gritting schedule now available at:

www.suffolk.gov.uk/TransportAndStreets/RoadMaintenance/RoadSaltingandSnowClearing (click on Suffolk Elgin link).  A review of services is being carried out by MSDC, including obtaining list of parish volunteers to spread grit (interested parties please contact any Councillor or Clerk).  M Appleby raised possibility of Parish Council working with Care Group due to severity of recent weather conditions.  Clerk to obtain Emergency Plan Templates for consideration.

5.2. MSDC: A Stringer
· Thornham Walks: MSDC currently looking at closing Thornham Walks in bid to save costs.  Decision not finalised at Executive Meeting.  Parish Council to write supporting this facility.
· Xmas Tree Recycling: Trees have now been collected from Village Hall.

· Car Parking Charges:  MSDC have agreed to raise cost of car parking within Stowmarket (parking is still free on Sundays).
5.3. Suffolk Police: No report received.

5.4. Parish Clerk 

· Rose Lane: SCC Highways have passed enquiry for classification as “No Through Road” to Traffic Management Central.  Site visit to be carried out during early January.

· Locality Grant: If additional funds available, dog litter bins priced around £85 (inc brackets), £125 (inc base post), plus cost of sacks at £25.

· Mid Suffolk Messenger Distribution: A Stringer kindly distributed prior to Christmas, benefiting parish at 15p per copy distributed.

· Visibility Mirror: This has now been replaced and erected at junction of Daisy Green Lane.

5.5. Parish Councillors

· Church Lane:  N Merriam raised the protruding laurel hedge at Wickham Hall, which is restricting access to the Church.  M Appleby to liaise with the Palmers.  
· Road Safety Initiative: Thanks were given to A Stringer for securing funds for equipment.  Police will look at possible sites and training will be given to volunteers before project up and running.

· Tree Works on The Green: Following M Appleby’s assessment, it was agreed that a working party would gather on 20 February 2010 at 10.00 am (volunteers required – see newsletter)

· Village Litter Pick:  Date to be arranged at next meeting.

6. Correspondence Received: 2012 Olympics: Grants of up to £500 available for cultural/sporting events held during Open Weekends of 2010/2011.  Village Hall Committee are aware.  All other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

7. Financial Position: B Kemp presented accounts as at 31 December 2009, showing bank balance of £2,017.60.  
7.1. Parish Precept:  2010/2011 Budget was reviewed.  B Kemp advised current funds could maintain existing precept.  It was therefore agreed that there would be no increase; Parish Precept to remain at £2,200.

7.2. Clerk’s Salary:  It was agreed to raise salary to SCP19 with effect from January 2010, in relation to National Salary Awards (Standing Order to be amended accordingly).  Clerk’s expenses were approved for payment at £50.54.
7.3. Internal Auditor: R Bassett has kindly agreed to be the Internal Auditor for 2009/2010.
8. Planning Matters:  
8.1. Planning Applications: None received.

8.2. Planning Decisions: No 2680/09: 14 Grange Road.  Application to lay block paving REFUSED by MSDC. 
9. Matters for next Agenda: Internal Accounts Audit and Control Review, Annual Governance Statement, Parish Councillor Vacancy.
10. Next Meeting: 8 March 2010 at 8.00 pm 

Meeting closed at 9.05 pm











