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The Visit to Whitechapel Bell Foundry 
We were 38 adults taking part in the trip to London on Saturday, 7th  November, the absolute maximum to be crammed into Whitechapel Bell Foundry.  Thompsons of Framlingham had provided a large, comfortable coach giving lots of legroom for those of us who appreciate space. The A12 behaved exemplary, and we arrived in the East End just after 11.15 in good time to have a stroll down the impressive Market, or to have a quick look at the exhibits of Whitechapel Art Gallery where we were booked in for lunch at 12 noon, - an excellent restaurant to be recommended if you are ever in that part of the World.
Our tour of the Foundry started at 2pm, and knowing Alan Hughes, MD and fourth generation owner of the business, one would not like to be late!   The charming, Georgian façade does not prepare the visitor for what is in store.  Once safely inside the tiny foyer cum museum, Alan starts his tour de force of the third-of-an-acre plot with higgledy-piggledy rooms on many levels and three floors, reachable only by rickety, old steps (not dissimilar to those leading up to the tower of Dennington Church). Nothing seems to have changed much since 1738 when the Foundry moved into the buildings of the 17th century Artichoke Inn. It is a total time warp, and how reminiscent of Dickens and his much loved stories. 
On Saturdays the Foundry comes to a rest, and all the huge cauldrons of molten bell metal are cold – but it is quite understandable that youngsters under the age of 14 are not admitted, - there is ample opportunity to get one’s fingers hurt. How wonderful that Health and Safety has not caught up with No 32 – 34 Whitechapel Road yet!  
Leading us through the multiple processes of bell casting, we came to a set of tiny hand bell moulds waiting to be cast, and Alan stated with great authority: “Don’t touch them, don’t even think of touching them”. A lot of what he explained about the technicalities went totally over my head (and I have even been before), but I can only say that all 38 of us were totally spellbound.  We saw Dennington’s bells of course, four of which had already been tuned to the two mediaeval bells which cannot be altered. We saw the beginning of the new frame which is sadly delayed, and the fine wheels made by Andrew Smith at Finewood in Rendham.  And we saw all the beautiful shiny hand bells in a multitude of sizes which are sold all over the World.
On Thursday before our visit Radio 4 carried a programme about the Foundry, and the day after a splendid set of photographs with a covering article appeared in the Mail on Sunday showing Dennington’s bells and the process of casting two new bells for another church.
Many thanks to Alan Hughes for allowing us a glimpse into his fascinating world and for giving the entrance fee to the Bell Fund.
Please let me know if any of our readers would like to visit the Bell Foundry, and I shall be happy to point you in the right direction.
Progress Report on the Bell Work

Whereas the bells are already re-tuned and ready to be sent back to Dennington, there is a slight delay with the manufacture of the new bell frame. The work should have been completed during the last week of November, so that the bells could have been rung for Christmas.

During the last couple of months we have taken the opportunity to carry out repair work to the arched windows in the belfry, which – and this is my theory – sustained damage in 1915 when the old frame was installed.  New stainless steel netting will also be fitted to all four sound openings to prevent birds entering.  

Whitechapel Bell Foundry assures us that the bells will be back and ready for the Re-dedication Service in the presence of the Rt Revd Nigel Stock on Sunday, 31 January 2010.  Framlingham College Choir will be singing, and the service will be followed by refreshments in the Village Hall. Further information to follow nearer the time.

Christmas in Dennington Church

This year’s carol service will take place at 5pm on Sunday, 20th December followed by mulled wine and mince pies.
We shall be celebrating Christmas with a service at 11am on Christmas Day, taken by the Revd Jonathan Olanczuk.
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