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15 April 2009
Dear Sir,
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW
SUBMISSION BY BOYTON PARISH COUNCIL (SUFFOLK)

Having considered and discussed the recommendations regarding Local Government Reorganisation in Suffolk made by the Boundary Committee, we would wish to make the following observations and suggestions.
1) It is our view that the terms of reference set for the Boundary Committee were flawed at the outset, in that the option that the status quo is maintained was not included. 

2) If some form of change is deemed necessary, the diverse nature of Suffolk, and the vast differences in the needs of the Industrial, Urban and Rural areas indicate clearly to us at least that any form of single authority for the whole county would be totally inappropriate. 

3) Our main concerns with this proposal is that there is no broad cross section of support, the council would be remote and out of touch, the ratio of constituents to councillor significantly increases, will require many more middle managers to cope with such a large geographic area, and it does not reflect communities of interest.

4) Similarly, the North Haven proposal has no broad cross section of support, does not reflect communities of interest – no connectivity between Ipswich and Felixstowe, Kesgrave and the surrounding areas, appears designed on the basis of economic driving forces rather than the needs of the community, and Ipswich is an aspiring city with specific urban challenges.
5) Linked with the North Haven proposal would be a Rural Suffolk authority as well, but this too would not meet local needs – it does not reflect communities of interest – there is no connectivity between Bury St Edmunds and Lowestoft, and with Lowestoft now back in Suffolk, it makes Rural Suffolk a very large, imbalanced area, and therefore remote and out of touch with local issues.

6) We are extremely concerned that the proposal put forward by Suffolk Coastal District Council (and supported by Waveney, St Edmundsbury and Forest Heath, as well as many town and parish councils) appears to have been dismissed out of hand. This proposal envisaged a three-authority county - Ipswich, an urban and industrial centre; West Suffolk, to include the large urban conurbations of Bury St Edmunds, Newmarket and Stowmarket, together with outlying rural areas; and East Suffolk, which would take in the ports of Felixstowe and Lowestoft, smaller towns, such as Woodbridge, etc, and the very rural villages of the coastal strip.
7) We feel that the SCDC proposal has a broad cross section of support

8) It would provide the strategic leadership requirements relating to the Port of Felixstowe, BT Adastral Park and Sizewell, plus coastal protection, etc.

9) It links communities with common interests.

10) It would provide value for money/affordability – Suffolk Coastal already has a track record of innovative service delivery, including joint Chief Executive arrangements with Waveney District Council.

11) West Suffolk has its own unique challenges.

12) Urban Ipswich faces totally different challenges to those local authorities in the East and West of the County. 
13) This arrangement would enable local Councils to focus on meeting community needs at a time of recession.
It also concerns us greatly that vast amounts of time have had to be committed by local authorities to produce proposals, respond to recommendations, gather evidence, etc, in this review process, but to no avail. The submissions appear to have been ignored, despite the weight of public opinion and indeed the sound arguments put forward.
Given the Government’s desire to devolve decision making power to local government and communities, to ignore their counter proposals in this way seems an odd way of achieving this.

We would therefore ask that the proposal submitted by Suffolk Coastal District Council for a ‘three-authority’ local government model – Ipswich, East Suffolk and West Suffolk, be re-visited, and that due consideration be given to the arguments presented and the views of the local residents be taken fully into account.
Submitted for your consideration.

L K Lilley

Chairman
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