
The installation of the basketball net was 
the final piece of equipment for the youth 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǘ ²ŜǊŜƭΩǎ [ƻƪŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ 
the project were provided by the police and 
thanks must be given to P C Harris for his 
hard work on this. 5 winer diners have been 
installed in the other play areas and these 
are very popular with parents who can now 
sit and watch their children play, or sit and 
enjoy a picnic.    
For many years a footpath/cycle path has 
been requested from Orchard Rise to the 
Primary school. Following a joint initiative 
between the Council and Beccles Cycle 
Strategy, the cycle path has been laid. The 
primary school children attended the official 
opening with the path being opened by the 
parish council and the Headteacher.   
Following a petition from many of the local 
children, a second goal has been installed at 
the All Saints Green play area. Soft matting 
was also installed  within the goals to pre-
vent the areas becoming too muddy to play 
on. The older children in the village have 
also benefited as they now have a fort-

nightly youth club that they can go to which 
has proved to be extremely popular. The 
youth club is held at the Middle School on 
alternate Wednesdays and the 4 Towns Bus 
attends on each youth club night to provide 
extra facilities. The 4 Towns Bus has also 
been used throughout the year to provide 
computer training, and many residents have 
benefited from this training being available 
within the village.  The training was initially 
provided by the Waveney Community Fo-
rum and the 4 Towns Bus, with a tutor from 
SAVO. This was followed by Suffolk Tutors 
using the bus to provide organised courses. 
Thanks to the Pharmacy for allowing the bus 
to use their car park for the training.  
On Garden Lane, a bus shelter has been 
installed, and is well used by local residents, 
whilst following requests, a dog bin was 
installed on Marsh Lane.  
Many of the projects were jointly financed 
with grant providers and other agencies and 
thanks are due to  Beccles Cycle Strategy, 
Awards For All,  and the Suffolk County 
Council Locality Budget.  

From the Chairman  

Ψнллу κлф ǿŀǎ  ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ 
council - many projects have been successfully 
completed and several more are due to be  
finished during the coming months.  
The main focus for 2009 and beyond will come 

from the results of the Parish Plan.  The Parish 

Plan informs the council and other authorities of 

the views of the whole of the parish and will un-

derpin  the future projects that are considered 

by ourselves and partners. The closure of the 

church hall during the year was the loss of a   

major amenity for the village. The groups 

that used to meet there have had to find 

alternative venues with several having to go 

outside the village. Thanks are extended to 

both schools for being very helpful and ac-

commodating groups where possible. 

Thanks also to the pharmacy and the Middle 

School for allowing us to use their facilities 

ŦƻǊ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ ǎǳǊƎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΩΦ  

Michael Culyer  

Chairman Worlingham Parish Council  

Annual Report to March 09 
Comments from  

residents in the  

Parish Plan  

Worlingham is a quiet and 

safe place to live.  

Worlingham remains an 

extremely pleasant place 

to live.  

We love living here.    
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Many of the projects that 
have been carried 
out this year have 
been carried out 
with partners as the 
council has been 
very successful in 
forging links with 
other bodies and 
agencies and this 
will continue.  
Cllr John Taylor of 
SCC was very sup-
portive of the work of the 
parish council and thanks 
are extended to him for his 
work in the parish.  

The police are also involved 
with our projects and thanks 

are extended to P C 
Steve Harris for his 
work over the years 
and we look forward 
now to working with 
PCSO Laura Le Surf 
and Insp. Howell. We 
continue to be part 
of the Suffolk Asso-
ciation of Local  
Councils, and have 

become a partner in the 
Rural Community Partner-
ship. It is this partnership 

which supports the work of 
the Waveney Community 

Forum and the 4 Towns Bus. 
Although not one of the 4 
Towns, Worlingham has 
been very fortunate in re-
ceiving the 4 Towns Bus 
regularly into the village. 
Close relationships exist 
with the schools with coun-
cillors on both governing 
bodies. With the School Or-
ganisational Review going 
ahead, there are likely to be 
changes for the school  
children of the parish.  We 
have  asked to be kept in the 
loop as information  
becomes available.  

Worlingham. The return rate 
for the questionnaire was 
over 60%   and the results 
will therefore produce an 
excellent reflection of  
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ 
were analysed and publicly 
presented in the first half of 
2009. The results and re-
quests from residents will 
form the basis of the coun-
ŎƛƭΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
few years.  

There were two consulta-
tions during 2008 that were 
sent to all households, and 
the results of both will po-
tentially have far reaching 
effects.  
The first was the Parish Plan. 
This is a major initiative that 
a dedicated team of volun-
teers worked on throughout 
the year ς culminating in a 
questionnaire being deliv-
ered and collected from 
every household in          

The other consultation car-
ried out was regarding the 
Boundary Review. Within 
the present proposals WDC 
will no longer exist and 
there will be a new local 
authority body appointed. 
Every household had the 
opportunity to respond to 
the consultation and the 
views received were sent to 
the Boundary Commission 
for their consideration.  

Consultations  

Southern Link Road and how 
we might jointly influence 
Suffolk County into actioning 
this project which had been 
shelved some time ago.  The 
Southern Link Road would 
run from Ellough to the 145 
ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ID±Ωǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
A12. This matter has now 
gained momentum and an 
engineers report has been 
commissioned, the results of 
which should be available 
during 2009.   
WDC still ask the parish 
council for its views in the 

planning application process 
and there have been several 
planning applications this 
year that residents have 
objected to, such as the  
request to build new  
properties on the Lowestoft 
Road.  This council sup-
ported the residents in re-
fusing this application on 
material planning grounds. 
WDC listened to our views 
and declined this applica-
tion, although we are aware 
that the applicant is appeal-
ing this decision.   

A closer working dialogue 
has also been started with 
Beccles Town Council, as 
there are many issues which 
are now of mutual interest. 
This has resulted in both 
councils becoming involved 
in renewed discussions on 
the Beccles Relief Road, and 
other joint traffic issues. In 
December an informal meet-
ing took place between 
Worlingham Parish Council, 
Beccles Town Council and 
Beccles Society to discuss 
means of promoting the 

Partnerships 
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ά²ƻǊƭƛƴƎƘŀƳ 

Parish Council has 

had a very 

successful year in 

which we have 

completed or 

started many 

projects  in my 

first term as 

Chairman and we 

have continued to 

modernise the 

council.  

I would like to 

extend my thanks 

to all councillors 

old and new who 

have supported 

ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩΩΦ 

Michael Culyer   
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Residents along Rowan Way 

who have been reporting 

incidents to the police about 

anti social behaviour mat-

ters are due to benefit in 

2009 from a Gating Order 

which will apply to the path-

way from Rowan Way to 

Holly Close. This is presently 

being progressed by SCC, 

and supported by the police. 

Mention has already been 

made of the Parish Plan   

results. In this 80% of      

residents stated there was a 

need for a community 

space/venue in the parish. 

WDC has since asked for the 

ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

site of the primary school 

being  allocated for        

Community use after the 

school moves to the middle 

school site in 2012. Taking 

into consideration the Parish 

Plan responses, we have 

replied endorsing this sug-

gestion.  The Parish Plan also 

highlighted the need for a      

doctors surgery for the   

parishτa meeting has been 

held with the PCT who are 

now aware of residents 

views and we will ensure 

that  this is kept at the top of 

their agenda.  

Traffic issues, play areas, 

Good Neighbour Scheme, 

clubs and activities are all 

matters mentioned in the 

Plan that will be  receiving 

our attention during 2009.  

Monies at WDC, held from 

Persimmon, need to be 

ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀǘ ²ŜǊŜƭΩǎ [ƻƪŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

2010.  

 The Village Sign has been re

-cast and after a lengthy  

delay has been re-erected 

on the Lowestoft Road.    

not be sustained in the longer 

term. This parish council does 

not have the benefit of receiv-

ing extra income from assets,   

allotments, rental fees etc. The 

reserves that this parish council 

has are there for specific     

reasons and our future        

expenditure therefore needs to 

be raised via the precept, and 

by outside funding.  Councillors 

noted that the expenditure 

needed to carry out ongoing 

Over the past 2 years the parish 

council has deliberately       

reduced the precept with a 

view to financing any excess 

expenditure from the reserves 

or by grants.  In 2008/09 the 

ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ 

such items as mentioned above 

was in excess of £30,000. The 

precept raised from local      

residents was £17,000. Keeping 

the precept at this level, and     

dipping into the reserves can-

business, provide a level of 

service, carry out the ongoing 

projects and start the new ones 

for 09/10, would from the 

budgets be £29,670. Discussion 

took place regarding the level 

of general reserve and it was 

felt that the reserve could not 

be reduced this year to contrib-

ute to the budgeted expendi-

ture. A precept of £29,670 was  

therefore agreed by council for 

the year.    

Budgeting 

involved.  The reintroduction 

of a village fete was a      

request from residents in 

the Parish Plan with over 80 

people responding with  

offers to help organise it. A 

date of the 20th June 2009 

was set for the fete to be 

held at the Middle School, 

and this was a resounding 

success. The date of 19th 

June 2010 has been set for 

the next fete and if you 

would like to be involved 

then please contact us.     

Other new events are also 

hoped to be staged so 

please keep your eyes on 

the notice boards and web 

site where details of all of 

our events and meetings will 

be advertised.   

Events 

Several residents entered 

ǘƘŜ ΨōŜǎǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΩ             

competition in 2008 and this 

is being held again in 2009. 

¢ƘŜ Ψ·Ƴŀǎ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛπ

tion was held for the second 

time in 2008 and will now 

become a seasonal feature.    

! ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 

Day was held at both schools  

with all year groups being 

The Future  
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Best Garden 2008 winner 

     Village Sign 2009 



Your WDC Ward councillors 

are;  

Ken Sale 01502 572026 

Alan Duce 01502 476769 

Your Suffolk County  

Councillors are;  

Mark Bee 01502 742495 

Chris Punt  01502 575518 

Your police contact is;  

PCSO Laura Le Surf  01986 

835271 Becclesbungaysnt 

@Suffolk.pnn.police.uk 

 

The Parish Council website will 

keep you updated with our 

activities, including dates of our 

meetings, reports from our 

meetings, information on how 

to contact us and there is also a 

full copy  of the parish plan on 

there available for viewing.  

We also have 4 parish council 

notice boards on which we 

place our meeting agendas. The 

main board is on the wall by 

The One Stop shop, with others 

at Pepys Avenue, Lowestoft 

Road (between Garden Lane 

and Pepys Ave), and at the back 

of Worlingham Middle School.       

We also place articles  in the 

WNCB, and the Beccles and 

Bungay Journal.  

Information    Other Contacts 

Weõre on the web!!  

www.onesuffolk.co.uk/ 

Worlingham 

CONTACTS 

Contact the council on 

 01502 717102 (anytimeñas 

there is an answer phone ) 

 

Or e mail 

worlinghampc@hotmail.co.uk 
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Write to;   

Parish clerk;  

Mrs Lesley Beevor  

4 The Spinney, Beccles,  

NR34 7DF    

 

The parish council is always pleased to hear from residents, and will try and help with 

any concerns that you may have about the parish. Please contact the parish clerk, who 

will  be pleased to assist wherever possible, or will put you in contact with the most 

appropriate person to help to deal with the matter .  

Alternatively you are welcome to come along to our parish council surgeries, or     

council meetings.   

Parish council meetings are held at 7pm at the Worlingham Middle School on;  

August 09τno meeting   8th September 09    13th October 09  

10th November 09   13th December 09  

Parish Councillor surgeries are held 10amτ11am at the Worlingham Pharmacy on;  

1st August 09   2nd September 09   3rd October 09  

4th November 09  5th December 09 

YOUR COUNCILLORS   

Chairman 

Mike Culyer  

 

Vice Chairman 

Richard Tucker  

 

Councillors;  

Roger Burgess  

Tim Cossey  

Connie Hammond Fox 

Stuart Holman  

Trevor Knights  

Sylvia Robbins  

Gwen Rogers  

The sign portrays a Cobbler 

sitting in an old oak tree said 

to be nearly 500 years old and 

with a circumference of 27 feet. 

The tree stood in a lane oppo-

site the village school which 

was demolished to make way 

for the bypass. The old oak 

tree, being hollow, was so 

large that a local shoemaker 

was able to work inside it and 

it was rumoured that a black-

smith once shod a horse in the 

tree. In 1920 attempts were 

made to move the ñworkshopò 

but unfortunately it crumbled. 

The old oak complete with 

cobbler lives again within the 

village sign. The sign depicts a 

wavy ñfruit wallò that still 

remains in Garden Lane. 


