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Boyton Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE BOYTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON THURSDAY 25th OCTOBER 2007.
1.
PRESENT:
Keith Lilley


Parish Councillor (Chair)

Dr Fred Stentiford

Parish Councillor (Responsible Finance Officer)

Nicola Cassy


Parish Councillor
Ivan Clark


Parish Councillor
Allan Hall


Parish Clerk

Rhona Sturrock


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor (Hollesley with Eyke)
Rosemary Clark
e

Suffolk 
County Councillor (Wilford Division)

RESIDENTS PRESENT

Michael Beattie, Andrew Cassy, Isobel Lilley, Robert & Hilary Steed
2. APOLOGIES:

James Greenwell

Parish Councillor
Pc Andy Warne


Safer Neighbourhood Team, Suffolk Constabulary

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
4.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (27/03/2007)



These were accepted as a true record, and signed by the Chair.
5.
MATTERS ARISING

Dr Stentiford advised that Val Richards had attended the PCC Meeting regarding the links between the Mary Warner Homes and the Village, and she had advised that a luncheon club was soon to be started. A new sewer had been installed, and that when the work currently in progress on the wardens house is finished, this will complete the refurbishment programme.
6. SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Rosemary Clarke gave her report, and a summary of this is shown at annex A.

7. SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Rhona Sturrock advised of the 30 Parish Councils eligible to attend the Parish Liaison Meeting held on 22 October, only 12 had been represented, a very disappointing response in the light of the number of Council Representatives available to give their input. 
It has been confirmed that the Government will provide no finance to the Blyth Estuary proposals. (A joint press release is attached at annex B.)
SCDC has joined with other councils for the provision of legal services.

8. SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM REPORT

Pc Andy Warne sent a report which advised there had been no crimes reported in Boyton since the last meeting. The new Safer Neighbourhood police station is now open in Otley Road, Sutton Heath.
He drew attention to a crime in Hollesley on the weekend of 13th October when a large flat double axle trailer and a yellow diesel bowser trailer containing 1000 litres of red diesel had been stolen.
9. REPRESENTATION AT THE SNT BI-MONTHLY PARTNERSHIP MEETINGS
The first of the bi-monthly Partnership Meetings had been held recently, but unfortunately no one had been available to attend from Boyton. The Chairman agreed that he will be this PCs representative at future meetings. Mrs Clarke reiterated that although led by the SNT, they are very much partnership based.
10. FINANCIAL REPORT
Three cheques were approved for payment:



PCC (hire of room) 


- 
£10.00

Clerk’s Remuneration


-
£150.00


Grass Cutting



-
£90.00


The Parish Council Accounts are with Messrs Lubbock Fine, the auditors.
11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING

The Clerk informed the meeting that there had been two planning applications since the last meeting:
Erection of a two storey extension at High View, Little Scotland – Supported by the PC, and approved by SCDC on 23 July.

Erection of a cattle shed on land to the south of the Old School – Supported with provisos by the PC, and approved, with restrictions, by the SCDC on 3 September.
12. SAND HAZARD – BOYTON CROSSROADS
Dr Stentiford raised the question of the dangerous build-up of sand at the Little Scotland / Boyton Village / C889 crossroads. It was agreed that the clerk would raise the matter with SCC Highways.
Action:  Clerk
13. BOYTON VILLAGE ROAD SIGN
The clerk gave an update on the situation of the missing ‘Boyton’ sign at the Hollesley end of the village. He had reported the fact to SCC Highways in March, but when following up because of apparent inaction in May/June, found that the SCC database recorded that an engineer carried out an inspection and in turn had reported that the sign was in place. The error of this statement was pointed out, but, as at this point in time there has still been no action, a letter has been to SCC Highways, Saxmundham, containing photographic evidence that no sign is in place.
14. FOOTPATH BEHIND PINMILL
The property known as Pinmill is currently on the market, and concern was expressed that the footpath on the southern edge of the plot was very overgrown, and that, over time, walkers had made a detour onto the field to the northern side, thus giving the impression that this is now the footpath route. It was felt that prospective purchasers should be made aware of the definitive route of the footpath, and the clerk was instructed to obtain a map from SCC Definitive Mapping Section; the concerns and map should be brought to the attention of the agents, Messrs Neal, Son & Fletcher.
Action: Clerk

15. STATUS OF RUPP (007)
Dr Stentiford queried what appeared to be the downgrading of the right of way between Boyton and Oak Hill, Hollesley. Rhona Sturruck explained that from 2 May 2006 in England all RUPPs were automatically reclassified as Restricted Byways. On a Restricted Byway there is a right of way on foot, horseback, pedal cycle or in a non-mechanically propelled vehicle such as a horse-drawn carriage.
16. LOCALITY BUDGET EXPENDITURE
Dr Stentiford explained that there had been an unforeseen delay in purchasing the equipment for which Councillor Clarke had made a grant from her Locality Budget, but that action is now in hand.
17. ‘A GREENER SUFFOLK, A GREENER BOYTON’ – PRESENTATION BY ANDREW CASSY

Andrew Cassy gave a presentation on ‘CRed Suffolk’, a partnership approach to calculating our Community Footprint so that we can produce an appropriate action plan. (A copy of Andrew’s article in the November edition of ‘Village Voices’ is attached as Annex C, which explains it fully.) 
He explained that he is willing to champion a group to support this initiative, which will involve a survey being organised amongst other things. The PC formally agreed to back the initiative as stakeholders, and Andrew will look to convene a meeting on either 4th or 5th of December.

18. VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
Dr Stentiford confirmed that the Village Hall Trust has been set up, with the Parish Council as Custodian Trustees. A 35 year lease at an annual rental of £5 has been drawn up, and this has been circulated to all members. Ha asked the Councillors let him have any comments they may have on this lease as soon as possible. An inventory will need to be taken before the final agreement is signed.
19. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Andrew Cassy advised that the village bonfire would be held at 6.00pm on Sunday 4th November in the field just before Boyton Hall Farmhouse.
· Dr Stentiford advised that interviews for the new priest would take place on 17 November.

· The collection times are still not shown on the postbox opposite the entrance to the forest. The clerk will again contact Royal Mail.
Action: Clerk
· Rosemary Clarke drew attention to a notice at Hollesley Post Office which stated that it would not be closing under the recently announced round of closures, but this is subject to consultation, the period for which ends on 19 November. It was agreed that Boyton Parish Council should respond to the consultation, opposing any suggestion of closure.

Action: Clerk 
· Comment was made that although the hedge had been cut opposite the Old School, the one bordering the School Property still projects towards the road, making it dangerous for both pedestrians and cyclists. The clerk will write to the owner.
Action: Clerk
· The plinth surrounding the Village Sign has been vandalised again; Councillor Clarke felt that this sort of incident should be reported to the Safer Neighbourhood Team.

Action: Clerk
20. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on MONDAY 10th DECEMBER in the Village Hall.

ANNEX A
Summary of the report given by Councillor Rosemary Clarke to Boyton Parish Council on Thursday 25th of October 2007

"On the 25th July, the Government made an announcement that the Ipswich unitary proposal has gained approval from Ministers.

The Government has made its choice. What we must do now is to meet the challenge of delivering this new model of local government to a very tight timescale. We have been encouraged by the approach and commitment to this on all sides and at all levels. This includes a commitment to a joint communications strategy for Suffolk County Council and Ipswich Borough Council. We both recognise that the most important elements are the people who rely on us for vital services and the staff charged with delivering those services. The joint Communications strategy is designed to ensure that staff and service users are uppermost in our plans.

For Suffolk County Council, therefore, our focus can be summarised as follows:

--
We must "keep the show on the road"

--
We must not allow change to stop essential good work from continuing

--
We must keep delivering high quality services for the whole of Suffolk

--
We must keep disruption to services down to a bare minimum

--
We must hand over a strong legacy of public service to Ipswich

The team of senior SCC officers has started to work in conjunction with officers from Ipswich Borough Council to implement the transfer of responsibilities to the new "Ipswich Council". All services (social services, highways, education, etc.) Currently provided by the County Council within the Ipswich will be the eventual responsibility of the new Council

The Pathfinder scheme (the County Council, with the District Council's and St Edmundsbury Borough Council -- Suffolk without Ipswich) has been approved by central Government and was judged the most innovative of the schemes put forward by various local authorities. The aim of the scheme is to establish closer working relationships between the councils, which should result in economies.

An extraordinary meeting of the County Council will take place next Tuesday the 30th of October. One of the items is "The Future Procurement of Suffolk's Waste Disposal Services". In this context, Councillors will consider the Energy from Waste proposal: non-recyclable materials will be burnt in an incinerator and the energy generated will be fed into the National Grid. The Energy from Waste has been in force for many years in European countries, including Sweden, Holland and Germany (countries which are very environmentally aware)

The Government’s report by the Health Protection Agency (Municipal Waste Incineration, November 2005) identified no detrimental impacts on human health and stated that, provided incinerators comply with the Waste Incineration Direction, they should contribute little to the concentrations of monitored pollutants in the ambient air. Furthermore, epidemiological studies indicate that emissions from such incinerators have little or no effect on health. SCC officers have recently contacted DEFRA who have confirmed that this remains the Governments advice on the health impacts of incineration.

The County Council produced a report which contributed to discussions at the recent conference at Trinity Park, attended by about 400 people, concerning "Suffolk -- Creating the Greenest County". The SCC report concentrated on energy-saving and environmental programmes which can be implemented in County Council premises.

The SCC budget for 2008-09 is now being discussed and the financial situation will continue to be very difficult. The Local Government Association (which represents County and District Councils) is now voicing its great concern at the serious under-funding of local authorities and particularly the financing of services for the elderly, vulnerable people. The UK population is ageing and Suffolk is by no means the only county which is experiencing difficulties in providing these services to an ever increasing number of elderly people."
ANNEX B
news release from Suffolk county council, Waveney district Council and Suffolk coastal district Council
(Made available to the Boyton Parish Council meeting by Rhona Sturrock on 25th of October 2007)

Communities unite against Blyth Estuary proposals are

Suffolk County Council, Waveney District Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council have joined up to challenge the latest Environment Agency proposals on the Blyth Estuary.

In its recently published Blyth Estuary strategy, the Environment Agency has said it will no longer fund local flood defences, leaving local communities to fend for themselves in the future.

Senior councillors and officers from the authorities have formed a group to help lead the community response to the proposals and are calling for local people and businesses to give their views as part of the Environment Agency’s consultation exercise.

Suffolk County Councillor Guy McGregor, portfolio holder for roads and transport, who is also chairman of the group said, "The local authorities will challenge strongly the Environment Agency proposals for abandoning the flood defences. Vital links between Lowestoft and the rest of the county could be broken on a more frequent basis flood defences are not maintained in the Blyth."

He added: "The Environment Agency must look properly at the full implications of their proposals to withdraw and maintenance of sea defences which will have dire consequences, for example, flooding of the A12 and the A1095. The Agency cannot just expect local authorities to pick up the cost. We need to work together to find an acceptable or long term strategy for managing the Blyth and other more loved Suffolk estuaries."

Councillor Ken Sale, portfolio holder for the built environment from Waveney District Council: "We are not prepared to simply stand by and let one of the most beautiful parts of the Waveney and the Eastern region be left to the elements. We have a duty to residents but also to the many thousands of people who visit every year and we will be working together to press the Environment Agency for a change of attitude."

Suffolk Coastal’s Deputy Leader, Councillor Andy Smith said: "Years of under-investment and inadequate funding by the Government in coastal defences is now leaving the Environment Agency (EA) with no choice but to abandon this and doubtless many other estuaries. I am not convinced that the EA has a really taken into account all the relevant facts regarding the Blyth estuary, but what is certain is that the And government needs to urgently increase the amount of national funding on offer. It may be that there are record funds on offer but it is certainly true that the risks facing our estuaries and coastal are far worse than ever before.

"Suffolk Coastal is happy to work in partnership with the County Council, Waveney, local town and parish councils, and indeed the EA to lobby the Government to make sure that the funding is there to fund important schemes like those to protect the Blyth Estuary. The local community should not and will not accept the destruction of their environment simply because funds are unavailable and nor will this Council.

"We question many of the fundamental assumptions made by the Government and followed by the EA who have little option other than to follow the official lead. In particular, while the previous Minister has said when talking about floods in inland towns that to have your home flooded is traumatic, the fact is that this strategy would sound the deathknell for the Blyth estuary and 40 of its homes -- it would be terminal for them.

"I would also call on local communities to flood the EA with their responses to the draft strategy, pointing out the impact that this policy of planned flooding will have not just on local homes but also all aspects of local life, whether it be Walberswick or Southwold, the A12 and other roads, wildlife, jobs and tourism"

More information on the Environment Agencies strategy can be found at:

http://www.suffolkestuaries.co.uk/projectnews.htm

ANNEX C
Tackling climate change:

Boyton Community Carbon Footprint

(Presentation by Andrew Cassy to the Boyton Parish Council on 25th of October 2007)

The residents of Boyton and Capel St Andrew have the opportunity to tackle climate change whilst saving energy and money. To achieve this we are working with our partners, CRed Suffolk to calculate our community Carbon Footprint so that we can develop an appropriate action plan.

There are many reasons why we should take part in this important project:

· It will allow us to see how much carbon dioxide (the principal gas linked to climate change) we emit from day-to-day lives

· It will provide information on where each of us can save energy and money by making simple changes to how we live

· It may allow us to identify where we can take advantage of any bulk buying opportunities of energy-efficient products, e.g. cavity or wall insulation, low energy light bulbs, as well as renewable energy or fuel.

· If we get a 70% response to the survey the community could gain eight £300 grant fromCRed for our local use

In the process of collecting and assessing information is known as Carbon Footprinting. I invite you to take part in the Footprint and by filling in and returning a household energy survey which will be distributed later in the year. The information gathered from each survey will be analyzed by CRed Suffolk and used to produce our Carbon Footprint and Action Plan. Be assured that any personal information will be treated with strictest confidence.

The results of the survey will be presented during an Energy Day which will be open to all local residents. They are, you will be able to find out more about the Carbon Footprint and the Action Plan. You will be able to hear presentations and get advice. In a year's time I will contact you again to look at how we have progressed.

In the meantime I hope that you will take part. Further information is available from www.cred-uk/suffolk and updates will be made via www.Boyton.com

I look forward to meeting you on the Energy Day to review our survey and find out what we can collectively do to help our planet, community and ourselves.

Andrew Cassy

(This communication can also be found in the November issue of "Village Voices".)
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