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PROPOSED AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME AT THE HALL CLOSE, ICKLINGHAM
As part of Forest Heath District Council’s priority to provide more affordable housing accommodation across the district, the Rural Housing Enabler at Suffolk ACRE undertook a local housing needs survey in Icklingham in 2007, in partnership with Icklingham Parish Council. The survey identified 12 households in need of affordable housing with a local connection to the village and that 66% of respondents would support an affordable housing scheme for local people.

The current proposal by Kings’ Forest Housing is for a development of four homes including:

· 1 no. 2 bedroom bungalow
· 2 no. 2 bedroom houses
· 1 no. 3 bedroom house
If built, all four properties would be let on a social rented basis under a local lettings policy which would ensure that households with the strongest local connection to the parish would always have priority to the homes. This would be ensured through a Section 106 Agreement, which would be attached to any planning permission.
The homes will be built using subsidy from the Homes and Communities Agency and will be designed to Code for Sustainable Homes level 3, therefore offering good insulation and energy efficiency.
12 garages currently let on tenancies by Kings’ Forest Housing will need to be demolished in order for the development to proceed, although the proposal does include for the reprovision of 12 new car parking spaces near to the existing garage site.

Subject to planning permission and funding being obtained for the proposed development, building work would begin in April 2010 and the homes would be completed around December 2010. Prior to a planning application being submitted however, we would like to receive the views of existing residents in Icklingham regarding the proposed scheme.
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