
Minutes of the 200th Meeting and the 2011 Annual Meeting of Great Glemham Parish Council held at 7:00pm on 20 May 2011 at Great Glemham Village Hall

Present: Mrs J Beaumont; J Cross; J Duggan; D Inman; Mrs E Lewis; P Lincoln; D McIver; Ms C Palmier; and N Redman.  Apologies: M Runnacles.  In attendance: District Councillor Graham Peck; PCSO Mary Thompson; and around 18 members of the public.
2011 Annual Meeting:  Election of chairman  N Redman as Hon Clerk convened the meeting and oversaw the election of the Chairman.  J Cross was elected unopposed and took up the parish council's "chain of office".  The minutes of the 2010 Annual Meeting on 7 May 2011 were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record.  Police report  The Chair asked PCSO Thompson for a report.  11 offences had been committed in the village in the year ending 31 March 2011: four offences of criminal damage; one theft; two burglaries of sheds; one burglary of a dwelling; one drink driving; one fraud by false representation; one fear or provocation of violence.  10 offences had been committed in the previous year.  PCSO Thompson reported that there had been a number of metal thefts in the area including lead from roofs.  Offenders drove around looking for targets and PCSO Thompson urged everyone to call the police with the registration numbers of suspicious vehicles.  The Chair thanked PCSO Thompson for taking the trouble to come to the meeting and for delivering her report.  District councillor's report  The Chair asked Councillor Peck for a report.  Councillor Peck reported that he had been elected as the district councillor for the Hacheston ward only on 5 May and was still undergoing induction.  However, he had been very pleased to see the village hall and the new open space and looked forward to being of assistance to the parish council in future.  Chairman's report  The Chair delivered his own report (this is in the minute book).  "We don't live in a sleepy hamlet" The Chair then introduced a section of the meeting comprising a series of short presentations about the range of activities available in Great Glemham (many of which were illustrated by the projection of photographs or film, thanks to Mr David Lewis): Alde Valley Players - Hon Clerk on behalf of AVP; Archive Group - Chair; Art (etc) - Jason Gathorne-Hardy; Bottoms Up Gardening Group - Hon Clerk; Butchers Field - P Lincoln; Church - The Reverend Slatter; Craft - Hon Clerk read out material supplied by Carolyn Nichols; Film Club - Mrs E Lewis; K6 restoration - Mr David Lewis; Ladies Club - Jill Smith; Mothers and Babies (coffee mornings) - Patricia Drummond-Smith; Pilates - Hon Clerk  read out material supplied by Katherina Hesse and Nicki Brown; Scottish Country Dancing - Ron Smith; Sustainability/recycling - J Duggan; Tuesday Teas - Iona Gorringe; Village Hall - D McIver; Yoga - Hon Clerk read out material supplied by Keely Warren.  Note that Keep Fit is also available.  

Mr Patrick Wilson raised what he perceived to be a sub-standard postal service.  Whilst he acknowledged that the delivery staff covering the village were very helpful, he thought that a shortage of staff and vehicles was to blame.  This would be likely to have an especially adverse impact for those seeking to run businesses in the village.  It was agreed that the Hon Clerk would raise the matter with Royal Mail; Cllr Peck was willing to assist in this respect..  In the meantime, lapses in the service should be logged and details given the Hon Clerk.  ACTION - HON CLERK
200th Meeting:

Appointment of officers  The Chair presided over the appointment of remaining officers: Responsible Financial Officer and Honorary Clerk (N Redman was re-appointed); Parish transport officer (N Redman was re-appointed); Village hall committee representative (D McIver was re-appointed); SALC representative (the Chair was re-appointed); Highways officer (Mrs E Lewis was re-appointed); Tree warden (J Duggan was appointed); Emergency adviser - Mr Patrick Wilson was re-appointed to serve in an advisory capacity; Footpaths officer - P Lincoln was re-appointed; Hon internal auditor - Mr Hugh Gathorne-Hardy FCA was re-appointed; Website controller - Mrs R Lincoln was appointed; Non-ecclesiastical trust trustee - N Redman was re-appointed.  Declarations of interest  None were declared.  Approval of minutes of special meeting on 4 March 2011  These were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record.  

Planning matters  The Hon Clerk reported that application C/11/0369 relating to the extension of Glebe Cottage had been granted.  As to application C/11/0191 relating the erection of a wind turbine on Parham Airfield, the Hon Clerk reported that he had been informed that a debate was going on between the planning authority and the noise consultants respectively appointed by the applicant and NOWAP.  However, he understood that the application was soon to be re-started.  

Finance  The accounts relating to the year ending 31 March 2011 and the audit return based on those accounts (including all the statements in it), having both been circulated earlier, were approved.  The following expenditure was approved: £110 - SALC subscription (from General funds and duly budgeted); SACRE subscription - £25 (from General funds and duly budgeted); Village Hall - fee for hire for this meeting at going rates (from General funds and duly budgeted); £4.73, being the agreed share of the latest instalment of revenue (£18.52) from materials left at the village's recycling facilities (from Recycling funds, which are not subject to budgetary arrangements). 

Sustainability  J Duggan stated his view of sustainability in the parish; it was about being resilient to shocks (such as adverse weather and fuel blockades) and becoming even more dynamic in various ways (including, perhaps, providing firewood via woodland management, growing more food for local consumption and working to reduce the use of cars).  He mentioned that Maximus, the sustainable fishing company based at Friday Street Farm Shop, was willing to deliver fish at wholesale prices if a minimum order of 20kg could be made.  J Duggan was willing to co-ordinate a village-wide order.  

Open space  P Lincoln reported that all the planting on Christine Fisher's plan had been done.  This was carried out collectively on two occasions, each very well attended and with plenty of children present.  The watering of the new plants and trees in the dry weather had also been done collectively.  

As a result of public demand, P Lincoln had undertaken some preliminary work in relation to a proposed wooden swing.  He thought that this would be best sited in the South Eastern corner of the site.  He had sought a release for this purpose - and for the installation of benches, picnic tables and so on - of funds held by the district council, having been contributed by those who had obtained planning consent to build houses in the village.  In principle, these funds were available, though planning consent would be required.  Note that parish councils enjoy a 50% discount on planning application fees and that this, too, could (in principle) be drawn from the funds.  In addition, the consent of the landowner and Natural England (which ran the Higher Level Stewardship scheme operating over Butchers Field) would be required.  P Lincoln and the Hon Clerk were authorised to take matters forward by liaising accordingly with all relevant parties with a view to obtaining the necessary consent and installing the swing and other items.  ACTION - HON CLERK, P LINCOLN
Litter pick  J Duggan summarised the results of the litter pick, which had been covered in the latest edition of Ebb & Flow.  

Highways  Mrs E Lewis had made contact with the SCC highways officer responsible for road maintenance in the village and established a good working relationship with him.  She asked all parish councillors and members of the public to pass to her details of roads and footpaths maintained by SCC but in need of repair.  

Vacancies  The Hon Clerk reported that the 10 residents that had stood for the 12 parish council places had been elected unopposed.  He noted that Mrs Diane Minns was still interested in being co-opted and it was agreed that he should approach her with a view to her being co-opted before the next meeting.  ACTION - HON CLERK
Footpaths and permissive paths  P Lincoln had no report. 

Hedges, trees  P Lincoln had no report.  

Website  P Lincoln reported that Mrs Rosemary Lincoln had taken on the task of keeping the website up to date.  There was some discussion about how it might capture and display the wide range of activities available in the village (as shown in the earlier "We don't live in a sleepy hamlet" section).  It was agreed that the Hon Clerk would start by tabulating times and contact details.  ACTION - HON CLERK
Non-ecclesiastical trust  The Hon Clerk reported that the following grants had been made: Ladies Club - £50, being sufficient for the average costs of two visiting speakers; Archive Group - £120, being a contribution for a display/storage cabinet to be erected and maintained in the church; and the balance of the income, £71.55, being a contribution to the Village Hall Management Committee's costs in relation to its TV licence and public screening licence.

School Trust  D McIver reported that all households were about to be contacted with a view to soliciting requests for grants.  He had noted the growth in the number of children in the village and the trust would be considering how to deal with this.  

K6 kiosk  Mrs N Redman reported that a number of residents had joined in the preparation of the kiosk for re-painting.

Broadband petition  The Hon Clerk reported that he had been contacted by the Country Land and Business Association.  It was backing a bid by local MPs on behalf of Suffolk for getting faster Broadband services, something of benefit to individuals and organisations.  Support could be offered at and information obtained from: www.choosesuffolk.com/betterbroadbandforsuffolk.   

Transport  The Hon Clerk outlined a detailed suggestion he had received from an elector aggrieved at the lack of any bus service to Ipswich and at the shortcomings of the Loes (Dial A Ride) service (there was only one vehicle covering a large area, it was becoming over-booked and it had already been off the road due to accidents twice).  It was agreed that the Hon Clerk would liaise with his opposite numbers in other villages that would be covered by the correspondent's proposed service and, if there was fairly widespread support, with Dr Daniel Poulter MP.  ACTION - HON CLERK.

There was inconclusive discussion about setting up a car-sharing arrangement.  

Correspondence  The Hon Clerk referred to two pieces of correspondence: a letter from Dr Daniel Poulter MP, stating that he was happy to get involved with parish councils; and a letter announcing the TV switchover to digital signals in November and seeking volunteers to help residents make the necessary adjustments.  
AOB:  

Libraries  Mrs N Redman had arrived from a meeting held in the primary school in Framlingham about the future of the library there.  She reported that the meeting was very well attended.  It was about Framlingham Town Council's proposal to take over the running of the library from SCC.  The headline in a recent edition of the East Anglian Daily Times about the Suffok libraries being saved by means of a community interest company were not correct.  That is why Framlingham Town Council needed to move ahead with its plans: these would involve retaining SCC to deal with IT and some other services best run centrally.  Framlingham Town Council was unsure about the level of finance required and its chairman had mentioned the possibility of the parish councils in nearby villages contributing part of their respective precepts to library.  Matters might become clearer after a SCC meeting scheduled to take place in mid-July.  It was agreed that the Hon Clerk should liaise with both Dr Daniel Poulter MP and SALC with a view to obtaining clarity about what seemed to be muddled proposals.  ACTION - HON CLERK
The Old School  Ms C Palmier announced plans to use parts of the Old School buildings (which were now being extended) for various events.  She envisaged events based around music and arts.

Next meetings  201st - 16 September; 202nd - 25 November 

Meeting closed at 9:45pm

NA Redman, Hon Clerk
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