Draft Minutes

WICKHAM SKEITH PARISH COUNCIL

 Parish Council Meeting Monday 11th July 2005
 in Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
 J Homan (Chair)
C Wright

J  Ede ( Clerk)


        
N Merriam

D Trinchero



S Sparrow

J Medlock




Also present :     A.Stringer ( MSDC Councillor)



12 Members of the public

.
Item 1--  Apologies for absence –  B Kemp, J Clover

Item 2 – Approval of the Minutes of the last meeting 

Annual Parish Meeting/ Annual General Meeting

Meetings of 28th April, 9th May, 9th June 2005

Draft copies had been circulated to all Councillors. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Item 3 – Update on current issues

i) BT problems – Awaiting completion of new cable installation; broadband should then be available to all Villagers 

ii) Footpath posts – awaiting feedback from Villagers of lost or damaged posts. 

iii) Hedgerow Survey – Three groups of volunteers are now available and the planning process is in hand. Landowners have given permission to access their land. The survey will commence with  the hedgerows along Public Footpaths and Roadways. 

iv) Overgrowing hedges – N Merriam has spoken to the landowners concerned and the hedges have been cut back; improving road visibility

v) Overgrown footpath : The Entry. SCC were approached about this problem, they have a limited budget for maintaining and cutting footpaths. SCC will consider work on regularly use footpaths. S Sparrow to advise with (ii) above. The Entry has already been cut by an adjacent landowner.

Item 4 –  Introduction of ‘Twin Bin’ waste collection system by MSDC



Presentation by Anna Llewellyn


‘Twin Bin’ waste collection system will be introduced in Wickham Skeith  in September 2005 the bins will be delivered to every household during August. One bin will be for recyclable materials (excluding glass) and the other will be all other household refuse.


The recyclable materials will be sorted partially mechanically and partially by hand. The other refuse will still go to landfill sites. It is estimated that 60% of all current household refuse is recyclable. The proposed system will considerably reduce the pressure on landfill sites.


There will still be weekly collections but the different bins will be collected on alternate weeks. Collections days may change from current situation this will be advised soon. ‘Backdoor’ collections can be arranged for elderly or disabled persons. Overflow recyclable waste will be accepted in clear waste sacks, overflow waste of other household refuse will not be accepted.


Ms. Llewellyn was thanked for her useful and informative presentation.

Item 5 – Village Forum : Open session for Villagers

i)
Standing water outside Swan House in The Street – the culvert leading toward Stack yard Cottage seems to be blocked and there is a large area of standing water during sessions of rain.    – Clerk to discuss with SCC

ii) Noise pollution issues – inconsiderate use of motor bikes etc. in the Village is becoming an issue. Illegal activities should be addressed to the police but other issues should be taken up with the perpetrators in the first instance. MSDC will only act after witnessing or monitoring of the situation.

iii) Reduction in beds at Hartismere Hospital – the proposed changes in operation / management could lead to unacceptable loss of amenity and service  for elderly and infirm people in this area. >representation will be made to the PCT involved in the decision process (Clerk to write)

Item 6 -- Finance 

i) Audit 2004/2005 – this is now complete and the documents will be sent to the external auditors as soon as possible.

Roy Arthey was thanked for having completed the internal Audit work.

ii) Photocopying – after some discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would be authorised to purchase a Copier for the Parish Council up to £300. A second hand /refurbished machine was possibly the preferred option.

Peter Cox (Willow Lodge) agreed to donate a inkjet copier to the Council.  The Clerk will consider this as an option. It is possible that the cost of consumables will influence the choice.

iii) The treasurer was not at the meeting so a copy of the up to date accounts was not available.

iv) Payment approvals – Hire of Village Hall February to July was approved for payment.

Item 7 – Village Hall Toilets : update of situation

Mary Paine gave a report of the progress made since the issue was raised in January 2005. At that meeting the Council was ask to consider the principle of a loan to cover the costs of the Project. The loan to be repaid by increasing the precept.

A small sub-committee of the Village Hall committee have worked hard during the last six months. Fund raising activities have been successful and all Villagers are being asked (on a personal basis) to consider a donation for the project. To date about £5000 has been raised including some pledges that will be honoured when the work is underway. 

The Parish Council were asked if they will make donation

The cost of the Project is estimated at between £8000 and £10000.

A grant for any  shortfall will be requested from ‘Awards for All’

The Council thanked Mrs Paine for her detailed report

After some discussion it was agreed that a decision on making a donation would be deferred to the next meeting when the up to date accounts were available and that situation vis a vis the locality grant from SCC was clear.

Item 8 – Housing Needs Survey

The Chairman summarised the report for the meeting, all Councillors had their own copy. 

The Council accepted the main conclusions of the report that identified the fact that there is a need for smaller properties for people living in the Village and/or have connections in the Village and would like to move here.

The current trend, driven by market forces, generally demands large houses on plots that become available within the Village and this does not necessarily meet the needs of local people.

The problem of lack of services/ facilities within the Village was mentioned and this encouraged the use of cars as public transport is limited. This is a general problem in all rural areas. 

Comments were made that release of land for building may allow ‘creeping’ over development.

The consensus of the Council was that the possibility of ‘affordable/ social/ low cost housing options should be pursued as a demand was demonstrated by the Housing Needs survey. A meeting will be arranged with Suffolk ACRE and MSDC to discuss the way forward.  

Item 9 -- Planning

i) Plot behind ‘Ayton’ – MidSuffolk have approved this application subject to substantial planting scheme along boundary with ‘Windmill Cottage’. Formal notice of approval awaited.

ii)
The application on the Plot in Grange Rd.. has been withdrawn.

.

Item 9  -- Reports


A Stringer – MSDC

MSDC have been served with a compulsory purchase order on part of their depot at Creeting Road in Stowmarket – this depot is an integral part of the ‘Twin Bin’ project. Options are being considered.

The land is required for the new road/bridge system to ease traffic problems at the level crossing

J Clover – SCC 

Apologies sent

PC B Abbott

The lack of Police presence would again be raised with the senior officer in Stowmarket

Parish Councillors

J Medlock – A Planning training course held by Mid Suffolk was useful and

informative; the limited powers of District Councils under Planning Law were highlighted. Notes from the course will be circulated.

A Rights of Way improvement plan issued by SCC was a difficult document to respond to it had no Conclusions or Recommendations

Item 10 – AOB 


There was none

.



Meeting closed at 9.40 pm

Signed as a true record of the meeting

The next meeting will be on Monday 12th September  2005  at  8 pm

