BARHAM PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the Finance sub-committee was held in the Village Hall on Monday 14th June 2010 at 7.00p.m.

Present: J Lea (Chairman), T Girling, D Milward, J Risebrow, R Farrow (Clerk)

1.
Apologies: H Whitefield

2.
Declaration of Interest – none

3.
Minutes of the last Finance meeting (previously circulated) held on 1st 
December 2009 were confirmed as correct and signed by the Chairman.

4.
Matters arising:


Community Cleansing Grant (letter previously circulated).  Mid Suffolk, after consideration, has decided not to reduce the funding per hour for the present financial year. The maximum amount that may be claimed per hour is  £6.76.


Claydon Pre-school request:  Despite being informed that we would contribute £250, no further communication has been received.

Village Hall: A Grant of £500 held over from last year has now been used for the replacement of doors and windows.

5.
Consideration of Internal Auditor’s report for year 2009/10 (copy previously circulated):


The Auditor reported that the audit trail was clear and easy to follow and the books well presented.   Recommended actions suggested have been noted and will be put into place where appropriate.

The internal auditor provide useful information on S137 expenditure which has been noted. 


Mr Lea thanked Mrs Farrow for her work in keeping the accounts in order.


Having considered the report from the internal auditor, Mr Lea confirmed that the effectiveness of the internal audit and the systems of internal control are adequate and helpful..

6.
Approval of the Annual Return:  In accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations, the accounts for the year ending 31.3.2010 were formally approved.  The Annual Return was duly signed by the Chairman and the Financial Responsible Officer.

7.
Review of payments to the Community Caretakers and the Grass Cutter.

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Community Caretaker should receive £6.50 per hour (an increase of 20p) and the Grass Cutter £40 per cut (an increase of £10) effective from now.
8.
Review of Clerk’s salary and conditions:   This was carried out in May 2010 by Mr Girling. It was not thought necessary to increase the hours per week.  However in the event of Mrs Farrow retiring, it was pointed out there would need to be an increase in hours for her successor. Any recommended pay increase as from 1st April 2010 to be approved as and when known.
9.
Other items of expenditure: 


Notice Board at Barham Green.- following inspection by Mr Girling he reported that the board is in a poor condition and should be replaced.  The recommendation therefore is to purchase a replacement at a cost of up to £1000.

The question of a notice board in the Sandy Lane area was discussed and this should be considered at a later date.


Request for funding towards a Bus Project was discussed.  It was considered this should be declined as it does not meet the Parish Council criteria for making contributions.


Contributions to Charities: Donations to all the charities that we normally support,.were approved
10
Any Other Business:   A letter (copies sent to all members) has been written to Suffolk County Council re the Barham Picnic Site Project. It is pointed out that before proceeding any further, responsibility for insurance, inspections, maintenance costs, must be established.  There appears to be a lack of commitment on the part of SCC to liaise following the successful bid for LSP funding.
11.
Next meeting of the Parish Council – Monday 5th July 2010 in the Church Hall.
